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NEWS SUMMARY 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS in the price stabilisation campaign 
are reported on p. 249 


THE RIBA COUNCIL have 


subscription rates for memovers. 


announced details of increased 


p. 254 


PRINCIPLES REGARDING THE UNDERTAKING of work 
for private clients by official architectural departments of local 
authorities have been considered by the RIBA. p. 254 


AS PART OF THE MOVE to stabilise prices the RIBA have 
asked the Joint Consultative Committee of Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Builders to consider further the abolition of the 
Fluctuations Clause in respect of materials in the RIBA Form 
of Contract. p. 254 
THE RIBA AND THE EXPORT GROUP for the Constructional 
Industry have reached an agreement on architectural work in 
connection with “* all-in tenders.” p. 254 
1 SUMMARY OF NEWS since February 17, when publication 
of “ The Builder **’ was interrupted by the printing dispute, 
begins on p. 258 
THE INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES TRIBUNAL has recommended 
an increase of 24d. an hour in the standard rate of pay of building 
workers. The recommendation was considered at yesterday's 
(April 5) meeting of the National Joint Council. p. 262 
LARGE-SCALE ELECTRICITY UTILISATION TRIALS to 
be carried out by the CEA are described. p. 263 
THE MONOPOLIES COMMISSION have found that the 
system of supply of sand and gravel in central Scotland is 
“ against the public interest and should be discontinued.” p. 271 
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RESTRICTIVE TRADE PRACTICES 


(F'HE Government have now introduced their eagerly 

awaited legislation for the control of restrictive trade 
practices. If the Bill is enacted in substantially its present 
form, it should have important effects on British industry 
including the building trade. The Bill attacks the problem 
of trade restrictions in two main ways. It makes provision 
for the registration and judicial investigation of a wide 
range of restrictive practices, and it completely outlaws 
collective agreements for resale price maintenance. There 
may be disappointment in some quarters that it does not 
also deal with restrictive practices by labour. There can 
be no doubt that many of the restrictions now imposed 
in this field go beyond what is reasonably necessary for 
the defence either of wage standards or of craft and tech- 
nical skills, but the Minister of Labour was probably right 
when he said in a recent public speech that this was not a 
suitable matter for legislation. 

The practices which, it is proposed, shall be subject to 
registration are agreements whereby manufacturers and 
traders accept mutual restrictions in the matter of prices, 
terms and conditions of trading, quantities or descriptions 
of goods, areas or places of trading, and persons with whom 
business is done. It will also be necessary to register 
agreements of this kind amongst contractors relating to 
the construction of buildings and other works. Moreover, 
registration will apply to agreements which, although not 
restrictive in form, confer benefits on firms for compliance 
with conditions of the type just mentioned. It would seem 
that arrangements of the kind operated by the London 
Builders’ Conference would be subject to registration. 

It will be for the Board of Trade to fix the dates on which 
the provisions as to registration are to come into force, 
and the Board may fix different dates for different types 
of agreement. The responsibility for registering the agree- 


ments will, however, rest with a new public official—the 
Registrar of Restrictive Trading Agreements—who will 


also be responsible for instituting proceedings in respect 
of such agreements before the Restrictive Practices Court. 
The Board of Trade may give directions to the Registrar 
as to the order in which he is to institute proceedings, but 
he will otherwise be independent of the Board. This 
should mean that he will be able to proceed with his work 
free from political influences. 

When a case is brought before the Restrictive Practices 
Court, it will be deemed to be contrary to the public inter- 
est unless the Court is satisfied that it is justifiable on one 
of a number of specified grounds. The first of the grounds 
may prove to be of particular interest in connection with 
some of the supplies and operations involved in building 
work: it is that the restriction in question is reasonably 
necessary for the protection of the public in connection 
with the purchase, installation or use of goods requiring 
special knowledge or skill in that connection. Another 
ground on which a restriction may be justified is that its 
removal would deny to the public other specific or substan- 
tial advantages. 

The Restrictive Practices Court is to be established as 
a new division of the High Court, and this is an obvious 
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guarantee that proceedings in respect of restrictive prac- 
tices will be conducted on judicial lines. We are glad that 
the Government have decided against setting up an 
administrative tribunal; as we said in this column recently, 
industry would have a legitimate complaint if the investi- 
gation of trade restrictions were entrusted to an adminstra- 
tive tribunal which would not be bound to follow judicial 
procedures, and which might receive information and 
representations behind the backs of the firms concerned. 
Where the Court declares that any restrictive agreement is 
contrary to the public interest, it may make an order 
restraining the parties to the agreement from continuing it 
or making any similar agreement. Failure to observe such 
an order would presumably be contempt of court. 

Collective agreements for resale price maintenance are 

to be totally banned, and there will be no question of 
justifying such agreements before the Restrictive Practices 
Court or any other tribunal. Contraventions will not 
attract criminal proceedings, but the new law will be 
enforceable by civil injunctions and other appropriate 
relief. There will, however, be one concession to manu- 
facturers: for the first time, it will be possible for any 
supplier who attaches resale price conditions to goods to 
enforce the conditions against dealers who subsequently 
acquire the goods with notice of the conditions. Hitherto, 
resale price maintenance has only been practicable through 
collective agreements enforced by private trade courts. It 
is to be hoped that this new provision will not become 
a means of driving the traditional coach and four through 
the other provisions of the Bill. There is one valuable 
safeguard in that it will not be permissible to enforce 
resale price conditions imposed in pursuance of agree- 
ments which have been declared by the Restrictive 
Practices Court to be contrary to the public interest. 

In general, the new Bill is an excellent measure. It 
will not secure the immediate removal of all harmful trade 
restrictions—that would hardly have been possible without 
at the same time banning practices which may be in the 
public interest—but it does provide the means for a pro- 
gressive loosening up of the economic system. It may not 
be easy for some people to abandon the restrictionist habits 
of a generation or more, but in the long run more competi- 
tion in prices and service will be to the advantage of 
everybody. 


OFFICIAL ARCHITECTS AND 
PRIVATE WORK 


(THE statement of RIBA Council opinion (arrived at on 

March 6 and published elsewhere in this issue), on 
the principles involved in the undertaking of work by archi- 
tectural departments of local authorities for private clients 
will be greeted without enthusiasm. Credit is due to the 
Council that, apparently reversing an earlier decision to 
make no public reference to principles arising out of the 
case at Canterbury (where the Corporation permitted its 
Architect to take on the design and supervision of a 
Church of England School), it has now declared itself on 
the subject. The declaration itself may give less satisfac- 
tion. What private architects must have hoped for was an 
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unequivocal statement that the Council declares itsel 
opposed to the entry of official architectural staff into the 
field of private building; they might then have SWallowe; 
the “ escape clauses ” which would allow an official archi. 
tectural department “ to undertake work where that locy| 
authority had a financial or operational responsibility fo, 
the completed work, or where a substantial proportion af 
the cost of the work was chargeable against public fund; 
through the local authority ” (see p.254). 

It is, in fact, open to question whether architects j; 
private practice will accept and endorse a statement whic, 
begins: “It is the opinion of the Council that each cas: 
must be judged on its individual merits.” Where is the 
clear line of principle, where the yardstick which can }; 
applied to future cases? Is this the guidance loc 
authorities and RIBA local societies are seeking? An 
under which part of the “ escape clause ” does Canterbury 
action fall? . 

If this declaration, cobwebby with compromise, is the 
best the RIBA Council can do when faced with the need 
to enunciate a clear-cut principle, then the Council mus 
regard the future—with other and more difficult problems 
awaiting solution—without any markedly joyful anticip:. 
tion. 


WE RE-APPEAR 


FIRST thoughts on reappearance must be for our readers 

who have patiently borne with a situation which has 
been outside their and our control. No full issue of Th 
Builder has been printed since January 20 though by 
herculean efforts some sort of paper was produced up t 
February 17. 
eight-page News-Letter to direct subscribers which has 


In the interval we have issued weekly an 


given them the essential news, and many readers have been 
good enough to send encouraging letters as a result. 

It is not our intention to comment here on the causes 
of the interruption which, whatever may _ have been 
achieved, has struck a heavy blow at the individual as well 
as the nation. More particularly it has hit the printing 
and publishing industry in Great Britain, for not only has 
some print gone abroad, but many users of print, such as 
municipal councils, have decided to set up their own plant. 
Significantly, a number of our readers with memories of 
the earlier dispute in 1950 have cancelled subscriptions. 
“We know it isn’t your fault,” they say, “ but we've had 
enough of it.” With that sentiment we find ourselves 1 
the fullest agreement. 

In so far as The Builder is a record as well as a news- 
paper, we shall print heavily summarised accounts of the 
major events which have taken place since mid-February. 
Current news will, of course, predominate. In_ the 
advertising columns priority will be given to the several 
thousand public and private announcements concerned 
with invitations to tender and for positions open, the 
enforced holding out of which has caused loss of efficiency 


and much personal hardship. 
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Notes of the Week; 


Editorial General Post 


GINCE we last appeared in print has 
come the news that Mr. Eric Bird, 
MBE, ARIBA, has resigned the post of 
Editor of the RIBA Journal to become 
Technical Education Officer of the Build- 
ing Centre. This new position has been 
created as the result of a memorandum 
submitted recently by the RIBA to the 
Building Centre suggesting the creation 
of a new Information Service to archi- 
tects and the building industry, especially 
outside the London area, on modern 
building techniques. The RIBA have ap- 
pointed Mr. Noel Musgrave, Editor of 
The Architect and Building News, in his 
stead. 

Technical journalism, well endowed as 
itis with experienced men, will yet be the 
poorer for the loss of Eric Bird, a natural 
journalist, if ever there was one, in spite 
of having been trained as an architect. 
He was one of a brilliant group whom 
William Wood gathered round him on 
the A and B N in the early ‘thirties, 
others being John Summerson, 
Christopher Saltmarsh and Edward 
O'Shaughnessy, and it is not putting it 
too high to say that other independent 
newspapers gave forth sighs of which the 
predominant note was relief when the 
little band dispersed, Bird to become 
technical editor of the Institute’s Journal. 
In the 23 years since his association with 
the RIBA began, the Journal has been 
transformed from a rather dull record of 
Transactions into a first-rate technical 
newspaper. Bird’s part in this was recog- 
nised by the award of the MBE in 1951, 
five years after he became Editor. The 
Building Centre is fortunate indeed in 
acquiring his services for their interesting 
new venture, as are the RIBA in secur- 
ing Mr. Musgrave to succeed him. We 
offer our best wishes to them both for 
the future, as also to Mr. George Mansell, 
who succeeds as Editor of the A and BN. 


TPI Annual Spring Meeting 


THE thirtieth annual spring meeting of 
the Town Planning Institute will be held 
at Bournemouth, on Thursday and Fri- 
day, April 26 and 27, under the chair- 
manship of the President, Mr. Desmond 
Heap, LLM. 

On the Thursday two papers are to be 
given. The first, by Prefessor R. C. Fitz- 
gerald, LLB, FRSA, who is Professor of 
English Law in the University of London, 
and Dean of the Faculty of Laws, Uni- 
versity College, London, is entitled * Ad- 
ministrative Sovereignty.” The second, 
by Mr. John G._ Bridges, OBE, 
Director General, The British Travel and 
Holidays Association, is entitled “ The 
British Holiday Resort.” On the Friday 
Mr. P. D. H. Stock, MC, TD, who is 
Estates Manager, Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, is to give a paper entitled “ The 
Post-War Pianning Acts—an_ Industrial 
View.” On the same day Sir Hugh 
Casson, MA, RDI, FRIBA, is to read a 
paper entitled “ Outrageous Postscript.” 
The fee for membership of the Spring 
meeting is 10s. 6d. per person, but no fee 
IS payable in respect of those who are 
members of the Institute. For further 
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details write to The Secretary, TPI, 18, 
Ashley-place, London, SWI. 


Megalithic Monuments 


“IN OUR study of the megalithic 
chambered tombs and temples of pre- 
historic Western Europe we . . . plunge 
deep into the anonymous past of non- 
literate societies,’ said Mr. Stuart 
Piggott, FSA, FBA, in the course of a 
scholarly paper on “ Architecture and 
Ritual in Megalithic Monuments,” which 
he read at the RIBA on March 6. These 
monuments, rock-cut as well as of primi- 
tive masonry, date from the centuries 
around 2000 Bc, and from them, said 
the lecturer, we can infer some primitive 
version of a widespread religion which 
demanded, for the proper performance 
of rituals connected with death and 
burial, certain distinctive architectural 
settings, which recur in various combina- 
tions but in consistently recognisable 
forms through a great crescent of lands 
united by the Western Seaways, its horns 
touching the Western Mediterranean in 
the south and the Shetland Islands in the 
north. The lecturer described the plan- 
ning and construction of many of these 
monuments. 

Coventry Cathedral 

Mr. BasIL SPENCE’S design for the new 
Coventry Cathedral is stoutly 
championed by Mr. Gilbert Harding in 
his weekly column in the March 31 issue 
of Jllustrated. He says: “There is a 
strange side to most of us—to be stoutly 
resisted—that takes with avidity to wash- 
ing machines and new cars with gleaming 
chromium fronts that make them look 


247 


like smiling war lords from Japan, and 
yet cannot tolerate a cathedral with walls 
of glass and power-operated doors. .. . 
We could to-day build with gleaming 
glass, concrete and steel, and materials 
that make it possible for roofs to soar 
and span in ways previously impossible. 
But do we? Not on your life!” 

Mr. Harding reminds his readers that 
not since St. Paul’s was built has Britain 
had a cathedral that did not echo the past 
in its design. “Let our new cathedral 
be new,” he says. “ Let us have a modern 
outlook; let us be honest. If we want to 
copy the old builders of cathedrals, let 
us copy their honesty.” There is no 
doubt that the general public are largely 
ignorant of the aims of progressive archi- 
tects, and it is therefore welcome to find 
Mr. Harding, with his large following, 
expressing such enlightened views on 
modern architecture. 
New Secretary for DSIR 

Sir BEN LOCKSPEISER, KCB, FRS, 
retired from the post of Secretary to 
the Committee of the Privy Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research on 
March 10, on reaching the age of 65. The 
Queen has approved the appointment in 
his place of Professor H. W. Melville, 
FRS, who is now Mason Professor of 
Chemistry at the University of Birming- 
ham. Professor Melville will take up his 
new appointment in August. 


County Appointment 

Mr. F. K. HICKLIN, ARIBA, has been 
appointed county architect of Cornwall, 
and took up his duties on April 1, at 
County Hall, Truro, Cornwall. 





STATE OPERA HOUSE,- SYDNEY: A 


tions for conditions, about 200 from Great Britain. 


view of Sydney Harbour, NSW, showing 
Bennelong Point, site of the proposed National Opera House for which the New South 
Wales Government is inviting designs from architects throughout the world. The site is 
that at present occupied by the large building on the Point. There have been 730 applica- 


Details were given in * The 


Builder’ of February 10. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A Canterbury School 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I will concede to my friend, Mr. 
Sidney Loweth, ex-County Architect 
of Kent, that it is quite possible for the 
Canterbury molehill to appear as a con- 
siderable eminence from the close-up 
vantage point he shares with the local 
Press. But that lack of perspective should 
not be shared by a responsible technical 
journal like The Builder. 

Mr. Loweth asks me to furnish your 
leaders with a list of those cities and bor- 
oughs where members of the City and 
Borough Architects’ Society are permit- 
ted to engage in private work. As far 
as I am aware, there are none. The mis- 
chievous suggestion in a Builder editorial 
that they would do so in order to keep 
their staffs employed, and the unfortu- 
nate remark that accompanied it, are 
made no less objectionable by Mr. 
Loweth’s support of them. 


LEONARD C. Howitt, past-President, City 
and Borough Architects’ Society. 
City Architect’s Office, Manchester. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is understandable that the 
leader— A Canterbury Cautionary 
Tale” in your issue of January 20, 
should excite the attention of both 
private practising architects and archi- 
tects in all forms of salaried employment. 
Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, past-President 
of the City and Borough Architects’ 
Society, has very sensibly endeavoured 
(your issue February 3) to bring the par- 
ticular incident from Canterbury into its 
proper perspective. However, once 
again it is imperative to stress that there 
does exist at the moment within the 
architectural profession a problem which 
is far greater and far wider than the 
isolated incident at Canterbury. 

It has apparently been accepted by the 
RIBA and, for that matter, by many 
other professional bodies, that the day of 
the private practitioner is on the wane. 
This does not apply to the medical and 
dentistry professions which by_ their 
nationalisation can both virtually be 
classed as salaried employment. Accoun- 
tants, surveyors, solicitors, engineers, etc., 
through their professional institutes are 
rapidly finding that the numerical balance 
between the private practitioner and the 
salaried professional man has swung so 
far towards salaried employment that it 
is impossible for the balance between the 
two classes of remuneration ever to be 
readjusted. 

Within the architectural profession, as has 
already been stated, it is a fair estimate to 
say that of the 18,000 registered architects, 
no more than 3,000 are principals in private 
practice. It appears inevitable that this 
trend will continue until a time comes when, 
of all the work throughout the country 
which requires the services of an architect, 
only an exceedingly small proportion will 
be undertaken by the private practitioner. 
Already the majority of buildings which are 
sponsored and paid for from Government 
funds is undertaken by Departments either 
from the Ministry concerned or by Depart- 
ments associated with building Ministries. 
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The majority of the new school building 
programmes is undertaken by the County 
authorities. In this field, however, there is 
still hope for the private practitioner as some 
of the more enlightened counties continue 
to pass a large proportion of their work 
outside their architects’ departments. Hert- 
fordshire in particular pursue a policy which 
might well be copied by a number of other 
authorities. 

The question which now must be asked 
is—* For how long can architecture con- 
tinue to be practised as a private profes- 
sion?” Every week the building, technical 
and provincial Press contain news items to 
the effect that one authority or another has 
decided to save fees of private practising 
architects by setting up its own architectural 
department. It is contended that this will 
result in a saving for the rate-payers. 

The impression given, particularly in the 
provincial Press, is that many thousands of 
pounds which have hitherto gone into the 
pockets of some private architects will be 
saved. No information is given regarding 
the period over which these payments have 
been spread, and no indication is given to 
the reader that these fees in many cases may 
have been on the low Ministry of Health 
and Local Government scale of 23 per cent. 
on the cost of the work. It is sad that such 
a position should have arisen within a pro- 
fession where between individual architects, 
whether private or official, there are prob- 
ably fewer differences and more friendships 
than in most other professions. 

All architects have the one common bond 
—however they are paid: they are practis- 
ing architecture. It is therefore more than 
regrettable that neither the Royal Institute 
of British Architects nor the Architects 
Registration Council have seen fit to bring 
to the notice of their members, particularly 
the salaried members, the continuing need 
for keeping a balanced profession. 

Unless on every occasion when an official 
architect is asked by his superiors—be it a 
Minister of the Crown or the chairman of a 
housing committee—to carry out work which 
he knows could well be carried out by a 
private practitioner, he asks himself—* Is 
this a job which in the normal way would 
not be undertaken by an official department 
and the answer is “ Yes,” then he should 
use every endeavour to see that a man cap- 
able of carrying out the work is given a 
chance to undertake the commission. Only 
by the whole-hearted adoption of this way 
of thinking can the profession stop national- 
ising itself and an end put to the type of 
position which you quite rightly caption “A 
Canterbury Cautionary Tale.” 

S. H. STatHAM [ARIBA], 
Chairman, London Society of 
Private Architects. 
21, Brunswick Square, WC1. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is reported in your columns of 

February 10 that the Mayor of 
Canterbury, defending the hiring out of 
the Council’s Architectural Department, 
stated that “there were special circum- 
stances” and claimed ‘*—we have done 
nothing unethical.” 

The inference is obvious. What kind 
of ethics are these which place expedi- 
ency before principle? 

N. JAMES RUSHTON [PFAS, LRIBA], 

21, Markham-street, SW3. 


S 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—With regard to the Mayor of 

Canterbury City Council’s statement 
that the City Architect’s services could be 


& 





ACANTHUS — 





* April showers—or, it never 
rains but it pours.” 





used for the design of a school built fo; 
the Diocesan Education Committee. j: 
would be interesting to know, since 
local authority is a non-profit-makine 
organisation and therefore exempt from 
income-tax, whether the Council 
(a) are liable for income tax on the 
profit made, or 
(b) being a non-profit-making organ. 
isation, such transactions are illegal. 
L. N. Hyams [ARICS]. 

29, Elm-street, Ipswich. 
* The Builder” News-letter 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR desire to express my apprecia- 
tion of the hard work and deter- 
mined effort which you and your staf 
have expended in order to ensure that 
the issues of The Builder should be forth- 
coming, in spite of the extreme difficul- 
ties with which it is obvious you have 
had to contend. 
Your decision to present to the archi- 
tectural profession and to the building 
industry in general the best possible ser- 
vice under such circumstances is, in m) 
opinion, typical of the best endeavour of 
the British Press, and furthermore, is an 
example of the spirit which it is abso- 
lutely essential we should show to the 
world at large, if we are to maintain the 
traditionally high position in the sphere 
of building which we have so justly held 
in a long and distinguished past. 

I congratulate you, 
W. A. CessForD BALL [FRIBA]. 
205, Lavender Hill, SWI1. 





Science Building, Cambs 

Messrs. EASTON & ROBERTSON, 54. 
Bedford-square, WC1, have _ prepared 
plans for the proposed new chemical and 
veterinary anatomy building for Cam- 
bridge University. About 12,630 sq. ft. 
of accommodation on five floors will be 
provided. Tenders to be invited soon. 
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pRICE STABILISATION 
Recent Developments 


(yvER the past few weeks the following 
annoucements have been made regard- 
ing the stabilisation of prices: 

‘NFBTE.—Having considered the recent 
undertakings given by a number of pro- 
ducers of building materials to keep the 
prices of their products stable for certain 
fxed periods, the Council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has decided to recommend to members that 
in respect of contracts up to £5,000 in total 
value, the duration of which would not 
exceed six months from the date of tender, 
the materials fluctuations clause should be 
omitted from Government contracts under 
Form CCC /Wks/1. 

In view of this decision it is likely that 
the new limit will be operated in practice 
in respect of other contracts also. 

LMBA.—The Council of the LMBA has 
decided to recommend its members to omit 
the materials fluctuation clause for all work 
up to £5,000 if it is expected to be completed 
within six months of the date of tender. 
This decision is wider in its scope than the 
similar decision made by the NFBTE. 

In receiving that decision, the LMBA 
Council noted that it applied only to 
Government work under Form CCC /Wks/1. 
The Council felt that a stronger lead could 
with advantage be given in London, and 
accordingly agreed to recommend that the 
£5,000 rule should apply to all building work. 

Eastern Counties Builders——The Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has recommended its members not to pass 
on to building owners any increased costs 
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of materials used on contracts for a period 
of three months. This will apply to all 
materials covered by the terms of the con- 
tract and not only those where manufac- 
turers have already announced a price freeze. 
Members of the Federation have been 
recommended “to waive all contract claims 
under basic materials schedules in respect 
of increased costs of materials delivered to 
contract sites during the period March 31 
to June 30, 1956, on contracts current or 
entered into prior to March 31, 1956, sub- 
ject to review prior to June 30, 1956, as to 
the possibility of extending the period.” 
Joinery Manufacturers—The Council of 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion—which is not a price-fixing association 
-has unanimously expressed the opinion 
that, provided wages remain constant, there 
is no reason to anticipate any rise in the cost 
of housing joinery during the current year. 
House Prices Reduced.—Hunt Lea Estates, 
Ltd., builders, of Derby, who have plans to 
build £2m. of houses on their sites, have cut 
the price of all new houses and bungalows 
by three per cent. i.e., about £60 a house. 
Prices pegged and reductions passed on. 
An important step has been taken by the 
old-established firm of builders’ merchants 
Messrs. Rownson, Drew and Clydesdale, 
Ltd., of 225, Upper Thames-street, EC4. In 
a letter to their customers dated February 
27, they state that they are prepared not 
only to give builders the advantage of a 
fixed ceiling price, but also to pass on any 
reductions which may be made in the price 
of materials over the next six months. In 
the letter the firm state: ‘“ Doubtless you 
have watched with interest the efforts of a 
few manufacturers of building materials to 
stem the upward tendency of prices; e.g., the 
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manufacturers of cement, plasterboard and 
metal windows have stated that their pro- 
ducts will not be increased in price for the 
next six months. You, no doubt, have also 
observed that the makers of baths, sinks, 
basins, etc., locks, ironmongery, etc., have 
not, so far, followed that good example. 

“Constant increases in prices are undesir- 
able from every point of view. To 
stabilise prices at today’s level is a step in 
the right direction but, we suggest, this does 
not go nearly far enough. The builder 
should not only have the advantage of a 
fixed “ ceiling price’ he should also receive 
the benefit of any reductions which may be 
made possible through world, national or 
even trade conditions. 

“It is our present intention to extend this 
scheme after August 31. In any case, the 
prices at which orders outstanding after 
August 31 shall be charged will not be more 
than the datum price with the addition of 
any subsequent national or other increase.” 

Six Months—The following firms and 
Associations have decided to stabilise prices 
for six months: Lafarge Aluminous Cement 
Co., Ltd., manufacturers of “Ciment 
Fondu” (until June 30); Robert Marriott, 
Ltd.. of Rushden, Northants, building con- 
tractors (until July 14); The Northern Pipe 
Association, salt glazed pipes in England and 
Wales to be kept at existing price levels until 
June 30; Federation of Clinker Block Manu- 
facturers at a meeting on February 7 (no 
increase for six months). 

Twelve Months.—George Lillington and 
Co., Ltd., are not to increase in price in 
1956 their ‘“Plasmor” mortar plasticiser, 
“WVeloid” emulsion paint, “ paintcrete” 
cement paint or “ Metallic Liquid ” concrete 
hardener and water proofer. 





THE WINNING DESIGN (premium £750) in the open architectural competition for the Uganda Legislative Council, Kampala. 
It was submitted by Messrs. Edward D. Mills and Partners, F/ARIBA, of London. (See next page.) 
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COMPETITION 
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Uganda Legislative Council Building, Kampala 


WINNING DESIGN : EDWARD D. MILLS & PARTNERS 
ASSESSOR : H. THORNLEY DYER, FRIBA, AMTPI 


MR. H. Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, 

who was appointed by the Uganda 
Government to act as their assessor for the 
architectural competition for the design of the 
new Uganda Legislative Council Building, 
has made his award as follows :— 

Ist, (£750): Edward D. Mills and Partners, 
15, Carlisle-street Soho-square, London, WI 
(design No. 21). 

2nd (£500): Moross and Graff, PO Box 
10506, Johannesburg (No. 7). 

3rd, jointly (£125 each), Harry Gibberd, 
146, Corporation-street, Birmingham, 4 (No. 
2); and L. Wright and H. Noak, c/o Public 
Works Department, The Crater, Aden (No. 
65). 





competition. In spite of these limitations 
however, the competition has been successful 
in producing some designs of outstanding 
merit. 

In assessing the designs I have had par- 
ticular regard to the potentialities and flexi- 
bility of the plans, the basic disposition of 
several groups of accommodation, ease of 
circulation and the architectural character of 
the elevational treatment, proportion and 
balance of masses. 


The Winning Design 


After careful scrutiny of the designs sub- 
mitted, I award the first premium without 
to design 


question No. 21. The apparent 
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Layout. 
Highly Commended: Hutchinson, Murta_ ease and simplicity with which the problems 


and Hall, 26, Park-parade, Roker, Sunder- 
land (No. 49). 

Commended: (1) Reynolds, Tomlins and 
Dexter, Granville Chambers, Bournemouth 
(No. 4); and (2) Alex Scott, 2, Lynedoch- 
place, Glasgow, C3 (No. 62). 


Assessor’s Award 


Following are extracts from the Assessor’s 
award : 

THE COMPETITION has attracted considerable 
interest, some 68 designs having been received 
from architects registered in the United 
Kingdom and East Africa. Altogether 280 sets 
of conditions were issued. 

The site selected presented a severe challenge 
to the ingenuity as well as the creative ability 
of competitors. It occupies a subsidiary posi- 
tion in a group of civic and commercial 
buildings on a sloping hillside. The highest 
point of the group is the Town Hall, which 
forms the terminal feature to the principal 
axis, and this building must inevitably, by 
virtue of its position, dominate its surround- 
ings. This factor, together with restricted 
views from the site, has imposed severe limita- 
tions on the architectural possibilities of the 


have been solved, marks this design as a work 
of great distinction. The main disposition of 
the groups of accommodation provides a 
simple and straightforward plan on two main 
floors together with a basement car park and 
service quarters. 

The building is contained compactly in 
the upper part of the site with the main approach 
from Hanlon-road, the public entrance from 
Apolo Kagwa-road and the service entrance 
from Coryndon-road directly into a screened 
service yard. The ceremonia Jparade ground is 
liberally planned for a guard of honour, and 
the raised entrance to the building under a 
porte cochére overcomes the forshortening 
effect of the high ground. 

The schedule of accommodation has been 
closely followed and a feature of the plan is 
its flexibility which will permit modifications 
to be made where necessary without injuriously 
affecting the openness and simple system of 
circulation within the building or the eleva- 
tional treatment. 

The elevations are simple, dignified and 
well-proportioned, with wall facing and sun 
screen louvres in reconstructed stone. The 
strong base which forms the terrace wall of 
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random rubble stonework will be effective jp 
creating a sense of repose on the site. 

The basement car park is approached from 
the forecourt by a somewhat Circuitous route 
The combined entrance and exit which does 
not provide for one-way circulation \jjj 
create parking difficulties. One-way circyla. 
tion could readily be achieved by a direct double 
ramp to the basement taken under the pore 
cochére. 

Special precautions need to be taken jp 
cross-ventilating the Ministers’ offices and 
committee rooms to ensure that discussions 
taking place in these rooms cannot be over. 
heard from the corridor or adjoining rooms, 
The cost analysis has been checked, and | 
am satisfied that design No. 21 can be built 
within the stipulated margin of cost based on 
prices ruling at the time of the publication 
of the conditions. 


Design Placed Second 


This scheme (No. 7) is extremely well 
planned particularly with regard to the dis. 
position and proportion of the rooms, the 
imaginative arrangement of the intercon- 
nected series of halls and foyers, and in the 
design of the members’ garden and the rooms 
overlooking it. The design is more intimate 
and domestic in scale than design No. 21, but 
therein lies much of its charm. . . . This is 
essentially a livable plan in which the greatest 
care has been taken to adhere strictly to the 
schedule of accommodation. There are two 
major defects. The car park is unduly cramped 
in the spacing of cars and the circulation is 
obstructed by structural columns _ providing 
insufficient space for manoeuvring. The 
second major defect concerns the need for 
greater emphasis on the main entrance. 


Designs Placed Jointly Third 

The award of the third premium has been 
a much more difficult decision to make, 
there being no obvious choice. After the most 
careful consideration I award the third pre- 
mium jointly to the authors of designs No. 2 
and No. 65. 

Design No 2: Fundamentally a= sym- 
metrical building will rarely sit happily on a 
crossfall site. This plan, however, achieves 
a considerable measure of success in defiance 
of the forces of gravity by creating a series of 
terraces emphasising the vista from Grant 
street, and from the traffic roundabout. The 
design of the garden terracing and tree planting 
dissociates the building from its neighbours 
and creates a monumental composition. . . 
A major weakness is the cross-circulation of 
the public proceeding to their gallery and 
members crossing the court from the lounge 
to the bar. 

Design No. 65: This scheme consists 
primarily of a tall block of offices facing 
north and south, the social rooms on_ the 
ground floor looking on to the members 
garden. The Council chamber is situated on 
the first floor. This arrangement ol 
accommodation has produced a most success- 
ful grouping of masses and is capable of pro- 
viding an imaginative and elegant building. 
Unfortunately, insufficient detail is shown to 
indicate the full intention of the detail of the 
elevations. . . . The essential conception 1s 
however, worthy of reward. 


In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge the 
willing help I have received from the two 
advisers, Mr. K. Begg, FRIBA, Chief Archi- 
tect, Public Works Department, Uganda, and 
Mr. G. T. Bragg, MIMunE, FRICS, Town 
Engineer, Kampala, who have | rendered 
valuable assistance in the preparation of the 
conditions and during the assessing particularly 
in the checking of reports and costs. 
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u tie-beam on which the principal 
gs in reconstructed stone, project- 


WINNERS’ REPORT : Following are extracts from the breaks carrying an in sit 
lobbies being faced in vertically 


i ‘ ; > ss-beams rest. Facin 
f Messrs. Edward D. Mills and Partners, F/ARIBA: — cross | acin 
= sities structure is r.c. framed with two standard bay spac- Ing walls to bays of division 


ings, one 2 ft., the other 8 ft. 
ings, one of 12 ft., cades of office 
en will be vertical structural precast concrete sun 


and § facades of office _ ribbed polished granite. 
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RIBA 
Subscription Rates Increased 


HE RIBA Council have carried out a 
review of the financial position and in 

this connection had before them detailed 
estimates of income and expenditure for the 


year 1956 and an outline estimate for the 
year 1957. It was clear that through the 
substantial increase in the cost of all 


services (e.g., postage and printing charges 
on the Journal and Kalendar alone will in- 
crease in cost by £8,000 per year), the 
Institute’s revenue will fall behind expendi- 
ture in 1956 without making provision for 
any of the increased activities on behalf 
of members which have already been 
approved by the Council or which are fore- 
cast in response to the desire expressed by 
the general body of members at the annual 
general meeting in 1955. It was agreed that 
some savings and additions to revenue other 
than from subscriptions would be effected 
in 1957, but it was clear that the total of 
these would not suffice to balance the 
accounts in either of the two years under 
consideration. The Council then considered 
the rates of membership subscription in re- 
lation both to the fall in the value of money 
since the war and to the rates currently in 
force for other comparable institutions. In 
this connection they also had in mind the 
desire expressed by the Allied Societies’ 
Conference for an increase in the financial 
assistance made to _ Allied Societies, 
especially to those of smaller size and not 
based on urban areas. It was clear that 
no such assistance could be given without a 
comparable increase in revenue. 

Having regard to all the circumstances it 
was agreed that notice should be given that 
with effect from January 1, 1957, member- 
ship subscriptions would be increased so as 
to stand at the following rates:— 

(a) In the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland: 


Ss. . 

Fellows 10 10 O 

Associates 6 6 0 

Licentiates... - cits Ein 6 6 0 

Students’ Annual Contribution 220 
(b) RIBA Members in the Trans-Oceanic Domin- 


ions who are also members of Allied Societies 
in those Dominions: 


equal 
Fellows... as Kis a 6 6 0 
Associates ‘ 414 6 
Licentiates... 414 6 


(c) Members resident abroad outside the area 
covered by the Allied Societies: 


£ S.48 
Fellows... oe ses i 6 6 0 
Associates 414 6 
Licentiates... Bais a 414 6 

(d) Students RIBA resident overseas: 

E. S78. 
Students elected after Jan. 1, 1953 2 2 8 
Students elected before Jan 1, 1953 No contri- 

bution for 

the first 5 


years, there- 
after £2 2s. 
(e) Retired Members and Subscribers: 


. & seid, 
Retired members ... bok ae i a 8 
Subscribers ae rae “a a 


(No change) 

These rates are calculated to restore the 
income and expenditure account to balance 
by the end of 1957. 

The Council also felt that it would be 
desirable to budget for reasonable surpluses 
of income over expenditure in order to 
finance the completion of the RIBA building 
as quickly as possible. The rebuilding of 
No. 68 Portland-place, although providing 
for more convenient planning, will do very 
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little to increase the floor area over that 
now available. .. . 

If the necessary financial provision is not 
forthcoming from the margin of ordinary 
income, the Institute would be faced with 
the alternatives of not completing the build- 
ing and accordingly having to rent additional 
accommodation outside at considerable ex- 
pense, or completing the building and 
making provision by raising a mortgage to 
pay for the operation, which would involve 
the payment of high interest charges. 


Notes from Council Minutes 


HE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on February 7:— 
RIBA ForM oF CONTRACT 


(A): Fluctuations Clause— In view of the 
recent move by a number of building 
materials’ manufacturers to stabilise prices 
for a stated period it was agreed to ask the 
Joint Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders to give 
further consideration to the possibility of 
abolishing the Fluctuations Clause in respect 
of materials in the RIBA Form of Contract. 

(B): Clanse 19.—On the recommendation 
of the Joint Contracts Tribunal, amendments 
to Clause 19 of the RIBA Form of Con- 
tract were approved. 

Regional Productivity Conference — for 
London.—The Council received a report on 
the conference attended by Mr. Howard V. 
Lobb (F) and Mr. E. D. Mills (F) convened 
by the British Productivity Council to dis- 
cuss a proposal to set up a permanent Build- 
ing Industry Productivity Conference for 
the London area. The meeting had recom- 
mended that such a Conference be set up 
and it was agreed to approve of the RIBA 
being represented on the permanent Con- 
ference by Mr. Lobb and Mr. Mills. 

Housing Subsidies Bill—On the recom- 
mendation of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning and Housing Committee, it was agreed 
to make representations urgently to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
on two points in connection with the Housing 
Subsidies Bill before Parliament. It was 
felt that the subsidy scale should be related 
to current building costs rather than show 
a financial bias in favour of one type of 
development against another. In this respect 
the view was taken that the present weight- 
ing against three-storey development would 
have a serious limiting effect on architectural 
freedom in the design of mixed development 
schemes of houses and flats, especially in 
slum clearance areas. 

Under Clause 11 (1) of the Bill, replace- 
ments to fit houses that have to be 
demolished along with unfit houses do not 
qualify for the increased slum clearance 
subsidy and this limitation seemed to the 
Council to militate against the proper 
planning of a comprehensive redevelopment 
of such areas. 

Following are notes from the minutes of 
the RIBA Council meeting held on March 
6:— 

Allied Societies’ Conference: The Allied 
Societies’ Conference have appointed Mr. 
Harold Conolly (F) as Chairman for the 
Session 1956-1957. Mr. Conolly thus 
becomes a Vice-President RIBA for the 
Session under the provisions of Bye-law 
28(i) (b). 

Bronze Medal, Liverpcol Society: 
RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal in 


The 
the 
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area of the Liverpool Architectural Sociey 
for the three year period ending Decem};. 
31, 1953, has been awarded for Denbigp. 
shire County Technical College at Wrexhay, 
designed by Messrs. Saxon, Smith aj 
Partners, (illustrated in The Builder, Fes. 
ruary 19, 1954). 

Principles regarding the Undertaking 
Work for Private Clients by — Officjgi 
Architectural Departments Of ‘Loe 
Authorities: The Council considered th 
principles involved in the undertaking 4 
work for private clients by the officiy| 
architectural departments of local author. 
ties. It was the opinion of the Council th; 
each case must be judged on its individy 
merits, but in general it would only be con 
sidered appropriate for an official architec 
tural department of a local authority ; 
undertake work where that local authori 
had a financial or operational responsibilit 
for the completed work, or where a sub 
stantial proportion of the cost of the wor 
was chargeable against public funds through 
the local authority. 


* ALL-IN TENDERS ” FOR 
WORK OVERSEAS 
RIBA Agreement with Export 
Group 


PPROVAL has been given to th 
following memorandum of agreemen 
between the Royal Institute of Britis 
Architects and the Export Group for the 
Constructional Industries for architectur 
work in connection with “all-in tenders 
for work overseas. The term “alle 
tender” is defined as a comprehensive off: 
for design, specification and constructior 
including, if mutually agreed, supervision 
The application of the agreement is for th: 
present to be limited to foreign countrie 
and to India and Pakistan. 

(a) The normal professional relationsh 
between architects, clients and contracto 
is to be preferred and will continue excep 
where prospective clients require an “all- 
tender.” 

(b) Normally the members of the Expo 
Group wil! select their own architects, bul 
in the event of contractors requiring 
nominations for the purposes of this agre 
ment, application should be made to th 
President of the Royal Institute, who » 
make such nominations. 

(c) Architects are prepared to do suc’ 
work for contractors as will be necessary t 
enable the contractors to put in an “ allir 
tender.” The services provided by the 
architect and the fee for these services 
fall within, and be regulated by, the pr 
visions of Clause B3 (Partial Services) | 
and (ii) of the RIBA Conditions of Engage 
ment and Scale of Professional Charges. _ 

(d) The initial agreement between th 
parties in each case will provide for the 
retention of the architect’s further service 
as may be mutually agreed. 

(e) There would be full consultation ane 
collaboration between the architect and the 
contractor in the preparation of the design 
The architect will undertake as far as ' 
reasonable to prepare his design to suit th: 
particular requirements of the team engageé 
upon the project, always provided that !" 
his opinion the design is appropriate. | 

(f) The “all-in tender ” to the client ane 
the provision of finance will be made by the 
contractor. 
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RIBA FORM OF CONTRACT 


Two New Practice Notes 

Te following are two Practice Notes 
on the RIBA Standard Form of Con- 

yact that have been issued by the Joint 

Contracts Tribunal: 


Practice note 30.—It is provided in Clause 
gine of the RIBA Standard Form of Con- 
yract that ““ the measurement and valuation 
of the Works shall be completed within the 
period of Final Measurement stated in the 
appendix and if no other period is 
9 stated then within three months 
fom the practical completion of the 
Works.” In the Appendix to the Form a 
space is provided for the parties to insert 
the Period of Final Measurement applicable 
to the contract. 


The Tribunal desires to call attention to 
the discretion open to users of the Form 
and advises that in deciding upon the 
Period of Final Measurement to be inserted 
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Practice note 31.—It has been brought to 
the notice of the Tribunal that the certifi- 
cate to be issued by the Architect in accord- 
ance with Clause 24 (d) of the RIBA Stan- 
dard Form of Contract on_ practical 
completion of the works is sometimes re- 
garded as a penultimate certificate and there- 
fore the Architect is precluded from issuing 
any further certificates before the final certi- 
ficate becomes due under Clause 24 (f). 

[The Tribunal sees no grounds for con- 
struing the contract in this way and accord- 
ingly recommends that the Architect should 
issue such further certificates for payment 
as may be justified by the circumstances 
between the certificates issued on practical 
completion and the final certificate 





RIBA Examination Dates 

THE RIBA Final and Special Final 
Examinations, 1956, will be held on the 
following dates: June 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 and 
14, 15. Last day for receipt of form of 
application April 12. The Examination will 





in the Appendix regard should be had to be held in London, Manchester, Leeds, 
the size and nature of the contract. Newcastle, Edinburgh and Belfast. 
i ry ] 
COMPETITION 
Offices, Enniskillen, for Fermanagh CC 
WINNING DESIGN: HARRY GIBBERD, ARIBA 
ASSESSOR: R.S. WILSHERE, MC, FRIBA 
LLUSTRATED on this and following Fermanagh County Council, Northern 


pages is the winning design submitted 
by Mr. H. Gibberd, ARIBA, 146, Corpora- 
tion-street, Birmingham (£500 premium), 
in the competition for new offices for the 


Ireland, at East Bridge-street, Enniskillen. 
Messrs. T. B. Fenton and D. Maclean, 
AA.RIBA, Rathcoole, Whitehouse, Co. 
Antrim (£200) were placed second. 





Perspective 


of winning design. 
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Among the points that receive particular 
consideration in the winning design are: 
An open approach to the building combin- 
ing access and car parking facilities; ease 
of access generally; provision of light and 
air to all offices and other rooms; providing 
an easily workable building, containing 
well defined departments; and giving all 
the accommodation required in an econo- 
mical plan capable of execution “ within 
a reasonable margin of the cost previously 
advised of £45,000.” 


The clinic is placed at the rear of the 
main building, and is self-contained. The 
main building has a circular porch, lined 
in stone; the entrance hall is generous in 
size, and is enhanced by adjacent spaces of 
inquiry and motor tax offices. The 
remainder of the ground floor is taken up 
by the school meals and general records 
stores. The upper floors contain the 
principal administrative accommodation. 
The council chamber and committee 
suite are on the third floor. The chamber 
is approximately square, planned with a 
centre aisie approach, 30 members being 
accommodated in short rows of five 
seats each on either side of the centre 
aisle. 


The structure would be framed in steel, 
or reinforced concrete, as proved more 
suitable, with precast concrete slab roof 
and floors. Outer walls would be cavity; 
inner skin in light-weight concrete blocks, 
outer of facing bricks on all sides, with a 
flush joint. 


The Assessor's Report 


In his report, Mr. R. S. Wilshere, MC, 
FRIBA, FRICS, states: 148 competitors 
submitted 154 designs, and this response 
by so many architects must be considered 
as most satisfactory. It has been most 
instructive to see so many varied and 
different solutions which were submitted 
to solve what was obviously a difficult 
planning problem in view of the restric- 
tions imposed by the site. 


It is, accordingly, a matter for congratu- 
lation that the scheme submitted by the 
winner is not only one of the most econo- 
mical schemes as regards cost, but also 
successfully provides for all the require- 
ments laid down. 


The resulting building should be very 
satisfactory for the purposes for which it is 
required. Architecturally, it provides a 
good solution for a building adjoining 
the Courthouse. I would suggest, how- 
ever, very careful consideration be given 
to the actual amount of ** set-back ” from 
East Bridge-street and the layout of the 
forecourt that results. 


The winner’s estimated cost is as follows: 
Buildings, £45,120; site layout, £926; 
total, £46,046. This amount includes 
heating, lighting, lift and normal founda- 
tions. It does not include for fitted 
furniture in the council chamber, the 
cost of which would be subject to the 
standard of finish desired. 

I have had these figures checked and 
it is considered the building should be 
built within this estimated cost. 
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* FOR THE RECORD” ponent — Schools Architect, to be New RAs Februar’ 
Schools Architect at a salary of £2,050, : ne s al 

Summary of News Since rising annually by £100 to £2,250 a year. Psa ge Besar Z Rorke, the wet 

, & a 2 . Siegfried Charoux, the | buty, 

February 17 Mr. Powell, who is 39, entered the coun- sculptor, appeared in a list of sj © TE Watson, 

: cil’s service in 1950 as Assistant Housing  giates of the Roval Acade peti As schitect 

Commenced below is a summary of Architect. He was formerly a partner  secently elected ie al A te who were f # 
some of the more important items of in the firm of Messrs. Powell and Moya. y oe ERC TN. irchite 
news since our issue of February 17, ,,, a = a Prizes Criticism, 1957 : 

when publication was interrupted by the rhe American Embassy , bitek ded “a : B.A 
printing dispute: Mr. EERO SAARINEN (whose design for NEXT YEAR'S RIBA Prizes and Student. J 2S lly 
. — the new American Embassy block in Ship Criticism will be given by Sir Hugh |)" 
LCC Architect's Post Grosvenor-square, London, has been Casson. yey 
THE London County Council invites accepted in a limited competition) visited County and Borough Architects ip hand! 
applications for the post of Architect to London on February 21, to show his ys ay a ai 4 
the Council, left vacant by the appoint- plans to the American Ambassador. The MB: LEONARD C. Hown tr. MArch, inte 
ment of Dr. J. L. Martin as Professor of building, of five storeys and making use FRIBA, who has been President of the pe 
Architecture in the University of Cam- of Portland stone with a good deal of City and Borough Architects Society for one 
bridge. The salary offered is £4,500 a glass facing the Square, occupies a site the past eight years, has retired from that ai aid 
year, and full particulars and application at the western end about 330 ft. long. office. At the recent annual genera ‘hat Ca 
forms (returnable by April 20) are ob- The estimated cost is about £Ilm. and Meeting of the Society, Mr. A. G. Shep. a 
tainable from the Clerk to the Council, construction is expected to begin next Pard Fidler was elected President, and | Py)” 
County Hall. Westminster, SE1. year; English and American contractors Mr. T. E. North was elected vice-Presi. chile R 
citys : ; will be invited to submit tenders. We ent in succession to Mr. C. C. Shaw, pes 700 
Dinner to Dr. Gropius understand that the design as reproduced Who retired for health reasons. pene 
_THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB is giving a in several national newspapers is to be Aleppo Museum Competition evant 
dinner in honour of Dr. Walter Gropius — revised in certain directions and that Mr. ; mee , 29,496 
at Ironmongers’ Hall, EC1, on April 12, Saarinen has returned to the USA for _ THE CLOSING DATE for the International "The ¢ 
to mark the award to him of the Royal this purpose. Competition for the site of a preliminary hae 
Gold Medal for Architecture. Tickets ; : ; project for the Aleppo Museum, pro- ‘eee 
(45s. each) obtainable from the Secretary, ““"» Grey Wornum to Retire moted by the Directorate General of An- } shorta 
5, Old Palace Yard, SWI. : Mr. Grey WorNuM, FRIBA, is retiring tiquities in Syria (see The Builder of | wy. 
aay ar from the firm of Messrs. Wornum and January 6) has been extended to April 24 building 
- ‘ Ne Playne for reasons of health. Mr. Edward a neg 
To FILL the vacancy caused by the Playne, FRIBA, and Mr. John Lacey, ae Mr Tee Ne 
death of Mr. S. Howard, the London ARIBA, are amalgamating _ practices Messrs. EDWIN C. PINKS and Part- re : 
County Council’s general purposes com- under the name of Messrs. Playne and ners were the quantity surveyors in con- a 
mittee have recommended the promotion Lacey and will practise at 19, Queen nection with the work of alteration and _ 
of Mr. M. C. L. Powell, BA, ARIBA, at Anne’s-gate, SWI. reconstruction (illustrated in our issue of poe 
= —_—s i Sn a. aes wii eee ss : 7 vear, t 
buildin; 
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rebruary 3) carried out for the Cale- 
jonian Insurance Company at 5, Loth- 
wr, London, EC2, for which Messrs. 
watson, Salmond and Gray were the 
architects. 

iehitectural Department 


\r THE meeting of Brownhills Urban 
pistrict Council on February 8, it was 
‘orally resolved to establish an archi- 
ctural department involving an annual 
wlary bill of £7,170. It was stated that, 
handle 200 houses a year, a chief and 
ynior architectural assistant are to be 
ippointed, a quantity surveyor and a 
eneral engineering assistant, with a total 
“ary bill of £4,670. Clerical staff would 
est another £2,500. It was pointed out 
hat Cannock, in building 142 houses, 
sent £5,770 on architects’ fees and Wil- 
enhall, building 176 houses, spent £5,770, 
while RIBA scale of fees was £7,679 16s. 
for 200 houses. Cllr. Dr. F. R. Roberts 
thought the cost of the proposed new 
department would turn out to be about 
£9 496. 

The stafling scheme was approved at 
, subsequent meeting of the council. 


Shortage of Staff 

WARWICKSHIRE County Council’s 
buildings committee reports that the staf- 
jing position in the county architect's 
department has become so critical that 
‘immediate action must be taken if a 
serious breakdown in the county coun- 
building programme is to be 
werted.” The committee states that last 
ear, the department was faced with 
building work to the value of £3,316,000 
ind engaged private architects to deal 
with additional work valued at £1,740,000. 
The major school building programme 
for 1955-56 amounts to approximately 
f) 3 The committee adds that it 
s essential to obtain and retain an ade- 
quate staff to meet increasing demands, 
ut it will still be necessary to use private 
architects and other consultants for 
school building. Immediate action has 
been taken to upgrade many posts and 
increase the establishment, ar an approxi- 
mate cost in the first year of £16,930. 


cil's 


Scottish Lighthouse Housing 


THE ARTICLE On Scottish Lighthouse 
staff housing, printed in our issue of 
January 20, erroneously described Mr. 
|, Austen Bent, FRIBA, as Chief Archi- 
tect to the Northern Lighthouse Board, 
whereas Mr. Bent is, of course, Chief 
Technical Officer and Assistant General 
Manager to the Scottish Special Housing 
Association, Ltd., whose chairman is Sir 
Ronald J. Thomson. The Secretary of 
the Northern Lighthouse Board is Mr. 
J. G. Wakelin, CBE. We much regret 
the error. 


New IAAS Headquarters 


Lorp MancrortT, Hon.FIAA & S (Joint 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, 
Home Office) welcomed the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors 
on February 27, to “ the select society of 
London square dwellers.” This was on 
the occasion of the opening of the new 
National headquarters of the association 
at 29, Belgrave-square. Lord Mancroft 
congratulated the association on the good 
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CANADIAN ARCHITECT’S LECTURE 
TOUR: Mr. Frederic Lasserre, BArch, 
MRAIC,. director of the School of 
Architecture of the University of British 
Columbia, who is making a lecture tour 
here this month. Twelve centres in the UK 
and Eire have been chosen forMr. Lasserre’s 
talks. His chief subject will be current 
design and construction of timber housing. 
His visit to Britain is at the invitation of 
the British Columbia Lumber Manufac- 
turers’ Association. 
taste they had shown in lodging them- 
selves in one of the most beautiful, 
urbane and successful examples of late 
Georgian and early Victorian town plan- 
ning. 

The house is in one of the four blocks 
designed by George Basevi for Thomas 
Cubitt, the builder of the square. At a 
later period Sir Edwin Lutyens, a past 
president of the association, was respon- 
sible for extensive modifications to the 
interior of the house. The present work 
and redecoration has been planned and 
superintended by the president of the 
association, Lieut.-Col. A. E. Henson. 

The Incorporated Association has 
elected Lt.-Col. A. E. Henson, TD, 
FRIBA, FIArb, as President, and Mr. 
R. E. J. Harding and Mr. F. J. Meekins, 
FIArb, as chairman and vice-chairman 
of council respectively. 


Building Foremen’s Course 


Mr. DENNIS VosPER, MP, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, Ministry of Education, 
visited Belstead House, Ipswich, on 
March 3, during the progress of one of 
the residential courses for general fore- 
men run by the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. Mr. Vosper 
was accompanied by Mr. L. R. Missen, 
Chief Education Officer, East Suffolk 
County Council, which kindly placed this 
fine old house at the disposal of the 
Federation for the course. Great interest 
was shown by the Minister in the training 
programme of the Federation, and in a 
brief word to the 30 general foremen on 
the course Mr. Vosper congratulated the 
Federation on its enterprise and urged 
the foremen to take full advantage of the 
facilities available. A _ well-deserved 
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tribute was also paid to the East Suffolk 
County Education Committee in estab- 
lishing such an excellent centre and mak- 
ing it available for industrial training 
courses whenever possible. 


Technical Education 


THE BUILDING INDUSTRY welcomed the 
publication of the Government's five- 
year plan for developing technical educa- 
tion facilities, MR. NIGEL HANNEN, Presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, told the South 
Wales Federation of Building Trades Em; 
ployers on March 16. “ The White Paper 
is receiving the detailed consideration of 
the Federation’s two new craft and 
management training committees, and I 
can assure the Government of our readi- 
ness to co-operate in every possible way,” 
he added. ‘Some of us, however, are 
disappointed that the plans for the de- 
velopment of technological training faci- 
lities at university level do not appear to 
take account of the needs of the building 
industry.” 


Payment of Accounts 


AT THE MEETING of the LCC on March 
20, Mr. Norman Farmer questioned the 
chairman of the general purposes com- 
mittee on the payment of accounts, with 
reference to the recent statement by the 
president of the NFBTE in which he 
appealed to both private and _ official 
clients, in view of the existing financial 
stringencies, to settle accounts promptly. 

Mr. R. E. Goodwin replied: “No 
special action by the Council is called for. 
It is the practice to settle these amounts 
as promptly as possible. Moreover, in 
March, 1953, the Council anticipated 
recommendations of a Working Party of 
the Ministry of Works on the subject of 
contract retention moneys by increasing 
the proportion of payments to contrac- 
tors. On most large contracts the Coun- 
cil retains only one oper cent. after 
completion of the contract as against a 
full five per cent. retained by many other 
authorities.” He added that there was 
no evidence that slow payment of 
accounts by the Council deterred some 
builders from tendering, and he saw no 
need for the matter to be investigated. 
Firm Price Trading 

THE President of the Board of Trade, 
Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, MP, accom- 
panied by the Minister of State, Mr. 
A. R. W. Low, MP, heard on March 21 
from a deputation from the National 
General Export Merchants’ Group and 
the Purchasing Officers Association, that 
the widespread use of the “ price ruling ~ 
clause by British industry was having a 
serious effect upon export business. Con- 
tinental suppliers now invariably quoted 
at firm prices, and overseas buyers natur- 
ally preferred to know exactly what their 
commitments were at the time they 
placed their orders. 

The deputation told the President that 
the restoration of firm price trading 
would lead to greater mobility of labour, 
because manufacturers would no longer 
be able to pass on the cost of maintaining 
skilled men working short time, and also 
to a greater resistance to irresponsible 
demands for wage increases. It would 
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also enable buyers to fight against high 
prices at the time of placing contracts. 
While the deputation recognised that the 
Government might not be able to influ- 
ence direcily private firms, it could give 
an effective lead through its influence 
over the steel and the nationalised in- 
dustries. 


Demolition Contractors 


THE National Federation of Demoli- 
tion Contractors held their annual lun- 
cheon at the Waldorf Hotel, London, on 
March 21. The Minister of Works, Mr. 
P. Buchan-Hepburn, MP, was the princi- 
pal guest and in proposing a toast to him 
Mr. C. Willment,-hon. vice-president of 
the Federation, made some references to 
slum clearance. He said that he hoped 
that the value of the materials obtained 
from the demolition of slum properties 
would equal that of the cost of demoli- 
tion. In his reply the Minister noted 
these remarks and then went on to pay 
tribute to those demolition contractors 
who had contributed such an important 
part to the war effort in keeping clear 
the blitzed cities. Sir Luke Fawcett pro- 
posed a toast to the president of the 
Federation and Mr. W. J. Balderstone 
who had just been elected to that office, 
replied. 


Prices and Unemployment 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, National Presi- 
dent, speaking at the annual dinner of 
the Yorkshire Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, at Leeds, on March 
23, said: ‘Whilst the Government's 
financial policy will undoubtedly reduce 
the building programme, it is, I suggest, 
far too early to assume—as some people 
have already done—that it is bound to 
cause unemployment. In my opinion ris- 
ing prices are a far greater danger. 

“ At the present time there is more 
work than the head of labour in the in- 
dustry can carry out expeditiously and, 
if the Government’s policy can be so 
operated that we get a better balance 
between work and workers, the industry 
will have benefited. It will be far from 
easy to achieve this, but we shall co- 
operate with the Government in every 
possible way.” 


Death of Philip Tilden 


BY THE DEATH of Philip Tilden, which 
took place recently at Shute, near Ax- 
minster, we are deprived of one of the 
last architects who accepted the romantic 
aS a necessary part of architecture and 
was not afraid to bring it into his work. 
Perhaps it was his association, as an 
articled pupil, with Collcutt which in- 
fluenced him in this direction, but it is 
probable that he inherited from _ his 
mother a love of what he called “the 
flavour of rine Victorianism ” which pre- 
disposed him in favour of the romantic. 
This characteristic is best shown, per- 
haps, in the designs (never carried out) 
for Hengistbury Head, Christchurch, de- 
signed about 1925 for the late H. Gordon 
Selfridge, a project which Tilden (in his 
reminiscences published in The Builder 
of February 23, 1945) described as “a 
grand idea which would have crowned 
a nondescript headland with a mighty 
and tragic, yet romantic silhouette.” 
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Tilden’s executed work included Alling- 
ton Castle for the late Lord Conway, 
the late Earl Lloyd George’s house at 
Churt, and Long Crendon, all of them 
restorations, and the completion of the 
late Sir Philip Sassoon’s house at Lympne. 
He was 68. 

Building Productivity 

THE British Productivity Council re- 
cently held a conference at which a 
recommendation was agreed that a per- 
manent Building Industry Productivity 
Conference for the London area should 
be set up. The RIBA has appointed Mr. 
Howard Lobb, CBE, and Mr. E. D. Mills 
as its representatives. 


Edinburgh School 


Mr. RALPH Cowan, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
has been appointed Professor of Archi- 
tecture in the School of Architecture, 
Edinburgh College of Art, in succession 
to Professor Robert Matthew who re- 
signed in December last. 


* Point” Block Flats, Leeds 

LEEDS HOUSING COMMITTEE has ap- 
proved in principle a scheme for twelve 
T-shaped blocks of 10-storey flats, each 
containing 60 dwellings, at various focal 
points overlooking open spaces at the 
Corporation housing estates. The sites 
proposed are at Moortown (five blocks), 
Halton Moor (three blocks), Gipton 
(two), Ireland Wood and Beckett Park 
(one each). The flats will be built of steel 
and concrete and have sound-proof floors 
and private balconies facing the sun. 
They have been designed by the City 
Architect, Mr. R. A. H. Livett, OBE, 
ARIBA. 


NEW BUIL D- 
INGS FOR 
LONDON  UNI- 
VERSITY. An 
artist's impression 
of the final appear- 
ance of the Uni- 
versity College 
buildings — adjoin- 
ing Gower-street, 
which are to be 
built under — the 
College’s de- 
velopment. The 
section of the new 
building — fronting 
Gower-street will 
be faced in Port- 
land stone; that 
linking this block 
with the 12-storey 
tower will be the 
first to be built and 
both this and the 
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The Committee also approved pre 
liminary layout for a civic centre at Sea. 
croft to include a pedestrian shopping 
precinct with rear access for vehicles and 
provision for multiple stores, a Cinema 
a public-house, library, health centre 
and other civic buildings. 


RICS First Examination 


A TWO-YEAR part-time day and eye. 
ing course for students wishing to take 
the RICS First Examination will com, 
mence on Monday, April 9, at the Ewelj 
County Technical College, Reigate-rogq 
Ewell. Full particulars from the Prineip,| 


Southwark Cathedral 


Messrs. David E. Nye and Partners, 
of 7, Victoria-street, SWI, have been 
appointed Surveyors to the fabric of 
Southwark Cathedral. 


Atomic Power Plants 


PERMISSION has now been given to the 
companies of Mitchell Engineering, Ltd, 
of London, and A. M. F. Atomics Inc. 
of New York, to collaborate in the design 
and construction of nuclear power plants 
in the Commonwealth and other coup. 
tries, after negotiations with the United 
States Atomic Energy Commission and 
the United Kingdom Atomic Energ, 
Authority. A design of the station it js 
proposed to build shows that the whole 
of the working plant will be underground, 
the only buildings on the surface being 
the control room and fuel handling room, 
The estimated capital cost of a station 
would be at the rate of £100 for each 
kilowatt installed. The American con- 
pany would design and supply the reac- 
tors and their components. 
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tower will have 2-in. 
yellow brick 
facings. The cost 
of the first section 
is estimated at 
about £300,000. 
The architect is 
Prof. i: O. 
Corfiato, FRIBA, 
of Corfiato., 
Thomson & 
Partners. 
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News of the Week 


« Architectural Prospect ” 


HE Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland has published its quar- 
rly magazine Architectural Prospect. 
This is the first edition of what the coun- 
cil of the organisation calls a “ new look.” 
In the Editorial comment a wish is ex- 
pressed that the front cover should 
“startle,” but it is also the policy to offer 
the stimulus of variety with a maximum 
visual impact. 

The first article is an illustrated one on 
the Convent of the Good Shepherd at 
Bishopton, Renfrewshire. However, en- 
titled “In the Land of Nja Tak,” Prospect 
goes farther afield to Denmark. There 
the general building industry and the 
architectural world are covered. An 
interesting innovation is a “profile” 
which, in this issue, is on Jack Coia, 
ARSA, FRIBA. A former pupil of the 
Dundee School of Architecture, a Mr. 
Allen, took an architectural degree at 
Cornell University. He has detailed his 
experiences and impressions, which show 
much contrast to architectural education 
in the United Kingdom ; line drawings 
have been added to the article by W. S. 
Gauldie, who has selected some humor- 
ous subjects to depict the American 
campus scene. 

Housing development is dealt with in 
an article on twenty-two houses built on 
a site at Joppa, a suburb of Edinburgh. 
It is entitled ‘‘ Interesting Speculation.” A 
second profile has been written on Ian 
Eadie, the mural painter. His murals 
have been illustrated by six photographs, 
which have been attractively laid out. 

Fifty years ago five Edinburgh archi- 
tects visited Rouen, France, and their 
images are preserved in two photographs 
that Mr. John Wilson, a member of the 
party himself, has contributed to 
Prospect. This is in a section entitled 
“Talking Points.” 

We hope that this magazine, which is 
to be congratulated on its illustrations 
and presentation, will keep to the high 
standard that it has set itself. 


Size of Publications 


Tue RIBA Councit have been con- 
sidering possible means of achieving 
standardisation of the sizes and shape of 
trade and other technical publications, 
and have decided to suggest to members 
that when acknowledging the receipt of 
non-standard size literature a note should 
be added in the following form:— 

“I should like to draw your attention 
to the fact that the value of your trade 
literature is diminished when the size and 
shape of paper does not conform to 
British Standard 1311 (11 in. x 8} in. or 
84 in. x 54 in.). This means that it is 
inconvenient to file and difficult to use. 
Your firm may care to consider the 
adoption of this standard which would 
greatly improve the efficiency of my filing 
of technical information.” 

Postcards bearing a statement on 
these lines are being prepared by the 
RIBA and will be available to mem- 
bers on request. It is also suggested that 
architectural firms might consider the dis- 
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play of a notice on the above lines in 
their offices. 


The Ashpitel Prize 


Mr. MICHAEL JAMES BriGGs (Student 
RIBA), 17, Scholemoor-avenue, Lidget 
Green, Bradford, 7, obtained the highest 
number of marks in the Final Examina- 
tion held in 1955, and has therefore been 
awarded the Ashpitel Prize. Mr. Briggs, 
23 years of age, received his architectural 
training at the Regional College of Art, 
Bradford. 


The Banister Fletcher Prize 


Mr. MaAtcotm IAN BRaAppock, 37, 
Northgate-avenue, Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
obtained the highest number of marks 
in the Intermediate Examinations held in 
1955 and has been awarded the Banister 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, APRIL 9 

Factory EQUIPMENT ExXHIBITION.—Opening 
by Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, President, Board of 
Trade, at 11.45 a.m. Earls Court, London. 
Daily 10 a.m.—7 p.m. Saturday, 10 am— 
5 p.m. until April 14. 

RICS.—* Rating—Past, Present and Future ” 
by Mr. Francis G. Fleury, OBE, FRICS. 12, 
Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

SociETY OF ENGINEERS.—* Technical Develop- 
ments in Laying Gas Mains” by Mr. F. G. 
Laming, MSE. Apartments of the Geological 
Society, Burlington House, W. 5.30 p.m. 

RIBA.—‘“ The Records of the Metropolitan 
Buildings Office ” by Miss Ida Darlington, MA, 
FLA. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 10 

RIBA.—Presentation of Royal Gold Medal 
to Dr. Walter Gropius. 66, Portland-place, W1. 
6 p.m. 

HousinG CentTrRE.—‘ The Home and Social 
Status” by Mr. Dennis Chapman (Department 
of Social Science, Liverpool University), 13, 
Suffolk-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11 
INSTITUTE OF Export.—‘ Foreign Exchange 
and the Exporter”’’ by Mr. H. E. Evitt, LFIB. 
Caxton Hall, Caxton-street, SWI. 6.15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 12 

RIBA.—Symposium on office buildings, with 
exhibition. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 2.30 and 
6.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Dinner to Dr. Walter 
Gropius. Ironmongers Hall, EC1l. 7.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
reception. 34, Bedford-square, WCl. 8.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
“Road Bridges in Norway”? by Mr. Arnulf 
Arild. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

RICS.—** The Effect of Estate Duty on 
Landed Property’? by Dr. D. R. Denman, 
FRICS. 12, Great George-street, SWI. 6.15 
p.m. 

BBC.—Talk on how to solve the increasing 
site-shortage difficulty, by Mr. Kevin Nash, 
AMICE, in ‘Science Survey,” Home Service. 
7 p.m. (Repeat on Saturday, April 14, 9.30 
a.m.). 

FRIDAY, APRIL 13 

ASLIB.—Talk on the transmission of scien- 
tific and technical information to small firms, 
by Mr. C. N. Kington, group manager, BISRA, 
Sheffield. Royal Society of Arts, 8, John Adam- 
Street, W2. 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY, APRIL. 14 

RICS.—Mining surveyor members’ meeting, 
with ‘* The Evolution of the -Law of Support” 
by Professor John Sinclair, barrister-at-law. 
Mining Department, University College, Cardiff. 
11 a.m. 

INSTITUTE OF CLERKS OF WoRKS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN INCORPORATED. — Annual Dinner. 
Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton-street, EC2. 6.30 
p.m. 


261 


Fletcher Prize. 22 years of age, Mr. Brad- 
dock received his architectural training 
at the Regional College of Art, Man- 
chester. 


Housing Progress Report 


THE Housing Summary presented to 
Parliament as a White Paper (Cmd. 9727, 
HMSO, price 3d), jointly by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, shows 
that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during 
February was 17,395 compared with 
23,345 in February, 1955. In the first 
two months of 1956, 38,664 permanent 
houses were completed compared with 
44,312 in the same period of 1955. 


*.’ The figures for 1955, and also those for 
January, 1956, are given on page 268.—Ep. 


Wages Recommendations 


THE Industrial Disputes Tribunal has 
recommended an increase in wages of 
24d. an hour, equivalent to 9s. 2d. a week, 
to more than a million building workers. 
With the additional 1d. an hour given 
from February 6 under the industry’s 
cost-of-living agreement, the total 
increase in weekly rates is 12s. 10d. It is 
estimated that the cost to the industry 
of the two increases would be more than 
£35m. The award was discussed yester- 
day (April 5) by the National Joint Coun- 
cil for the Building Industry. 


Model Form for Scaffolding 


NEGOTIATIONS between the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and the National Association of Scaffold- 
ing Contractors have reached a successful 
conclusion and a model form of quota- 
tion and conditions for the hire, erection 
and dismantling of scaffolding has been 
agreed between these bodies. 

The council of the National Associa- 
tion of Scaffolding Contractors have 
undertaken to recommend members to 
submit quotations in accordance with this 
model form. Members will, however, con- 
tinue to use their own forms when sub- 
mitting quotations, but where this recom- 
mendation has been accepted the words 
“as agreed between the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and 
the National Association of Scaffolding 
Contractors,” will appear on their forms 
of quotation and conditions of contract. 


Georgian Theatre Restoration 


To ASSIST in the restoration of the 
small Georgian theatre at Richmond, 
Yorkshire—said by Mr. Richard South- 
ern, to be “ the almost perfect Georgian 
theatre °—Richmond Town Council are 
inviting tenders for work costing more 
than £2,000. The Ministry of Works re- 
cently increased, on the advice of the 
Historic Buildings Council, its grant from 
£1,000 to £2,000, to help the restoration. 


The theatre was opened in September, 
1788, and held its last performance in 
October, 1841. Many great actors, in- 
cluding Kean, Kemble and Macready, 
played there. It is hoped that the fabric 
will also be restored in time for the many 
summer visitors to the town. An appeal 
for this purpose is being considered by 
the Pilgrim Trust. 


EF 
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British Industries Fair 

THE GOVERNMENT’S decision regarding 
the future closing of those sections of 
the British Industries Fair at Earls Court 
and Olympia could well presage the 
opening of a new chapter of the British 
Industries Fair at Castle Bromwich. 
There is no doubt that the British 
Industries Fair has suffered in the past 
from being separately housed at three 
places, and benefits will now accrue from 
its concentration, states the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce. All the facilities 
necessary for the staging of a large and 
successful fair exist at Castle Bromwich, 
and the Birmingham Fair Management 
intend to carry on the BIF with industry’s 
support. 


Research into Bricks 


A. CONTRIBUTION of £30,000 towards 
research into building bricks, and the en- 
dowment of two scholarships of £400 a 
year for a full university course in cera- 
mics or engineering are among the recom- 
mendations in two reports now issued on 
the use of funds surplus to the war-time 
Brick Charges Fund. The £30,000 it is 
suggested, should be used for the deve- 
lopment of an improved building brick 
section of the British Ceramic Research 
Association’s Mellor Laboratories, at 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

In addition to the scholarship grants, 
it is recommended that an annual sum 
of £600 be used for a trial period of six 
years for grants to selected students in 
brick-making for a “‘ sandwich ” course at 
the North Staffs Technical College; and 
a grant-in-aid of 500 gns. be made to a 
newly formed professional body, the In- 
stitute of Ceramics. The reports are 
available from the Secretary, Brick De- 
velopment Association, 73/78, High Hol- 
born, London, WC1. 


Builder as Mayor 


Mr. LESLIE WALLIS, OBE, JP, has un- 
animously been elected Mayor-elect of 
the Borough of Maidstone for 1956-57. 
He will be installed on May 23. Mr. 
Wallis, a director of the firm of G. E. 
Wallis and Son, Ltd., is President of the 
Institute of Builders. 

* Estimating in the USA ” 

A MEETING of quantity surveyor mem- 
bers of the RICS will be held on April 18, 
at 6 p.m., when Mr. C. A. Wales, FRICS, 
will read a paper entitled “ Estimating in 
the USA.” Admission is by ticket only 
and members wishing to attend are 
advised to make early application to the 
Secretary of the Institution. 

Christian Union Address 

Tue Christian Union for the Estate 
Profession announce that an address wiil 
be delivered by Mr. John W. Laing, CBE, 
on “Christianity in Business Overseas,” 
at the Alliance Hall, Caxton-street, West- 
minster, SW1, on April 26, at 6.30 p.m. 
All members of the estates profession will 
be welcome. 


Appointments Open 


LIVERPOOL CORPORATION are inviting 
applications by April 13 for the post of 
Deputy Director of Housing. Salary 
£1,950, rising to £2,450 a year. Details 
advertised elsewhere in this issue. 
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DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL invite 
applications by April 30 for the post of 


Assistant County Architect (New 
Schools). Salary, £1,202 10s. rising to 


£1,412 10s. a year. 
Cemian Club’s Activities 

THE Cemian Motor Club’s fourth 
Coronation Rally attracted 80 entries, 
who set out in fine weather on the night 
of March 24/25 over a 200-mile course 
in Kent, Surrey, Hants and Sussex. Not 
one finished the course on time and over 
half the entry retired. The president’s 
trophy for the winner was won by S. 
Moore (MGA), and the vice-president’s 
trophy by B. W. Norman (Vauxhall 
Velox). The club has a comprehensive 
calendar ahead for the season, including 
a race meeting, gymkhana, two driving 
tests meetings and two rallies, and would 
welcome new members from the past or 
present students of the College of Estate 
Management and their friends. Inquiries 
to Mr. F. L. Rourke, 26, Soho-square, 
London, WI. 


A Holborn Building 


THE FOUNDATION CONTRACT for new 
offices for the Daily Mirror Newspapers, 
Ltd., in Holborn Circus, has been placed 
with W. and C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex. The joint architects and 
engineers are Sir Owen Williams and 
Partners, and Messrs. Anderson, Forster 
and Wilcox, and the quantity surveyors, 
Messrs. Langdon and Every. 


Professional Announcements 


Mr. ArTHUR W. Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, 
MTPI, and Mr. Peter B. Kenyon, AMICE, 
AMITPI, at present practising as Messrs. 
ARTHUR W. Kenyon, architects and consulting 
engineers, have taken into partnership Mr. 
MattHys TauTte, MC, ARIBA, and the firm 
will in future be known as MEssrs. ARTHUR 
W. KENYON AND PARTNERS. 


Messrs. WoORNUM AND PLayne, FF.RIBA, 
announce the retirement of Mr. GREY WorNUM 
from the firm for reasons of health. Mr. 
EDWARD PLAyNE, FRIBA, and Mr. JOHN 
Lacey, ARIBA,. are amalgamating practices 
under the name of Messrs. Playne and Lacey 
and will practise at 19, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
Westminster, SWI (tel.: Whitehall 2552). 

On Mr. RacpH Cowan, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
taking up the appointment of Professor of 
Architecture, Edinburgh College of Art, and 
Mr. Aan ReIACH, ARIBA, AMTPI, relinquish- 
ing his teaching appointment, the association 
between Mr. Reiach and Mr. Cowan has been 
dissolved by mutual consent, except for their 
joint work on the new Edinburgh and East of 
Scotland College of Agriculture. Mr. Reiach 
and Mr. Cowan will continue to practise inde- 
pendently. 

Messrs. NORMAN AND Dawasarn, architects 
and consulting engineers, are closing their offices 
at 5, Gower-street, WC1, and 3, Bayley-street, 
WCI, after Thursday, April 12, and are opening 
their new office, to which all correspondence 
should be addressed, at 7, Portland-place, W1 
(tel.: Langham 8011), on Monday, April 16. 

Mr. T. Lancaster, FIAA and S, has been 
appointed surveyor and architect to British 
Road Services in succession to Mr. W. C. 
Les.ie-CarTER, LRIBA, FRICS, MinstT, who 
retired at the end of March. Mr. Leslie-Carter 
is now setting up in private practice at Corns- 
lands, Brentwood, Essex (tel.: Brentwood 1124). 

Messrs. C. H. A. Turner, F. G. ING and 
G. M. TowNnSEND, practising as Messrs. Turner 


and Ing, chartered surveyors, have dissolved 
their partnership by mutual consent. Mr. 
ee A. Turner, FRICS, FIQS, and Mr. 


G. M. TownsenbD, ARICS, AIQS, will con- 
tinue to practise at Darlington, Middlesbrough 
and Aycliffe under the style of Messrs. TURNER 
AND TOWNSEND, chartered quantity surveyors. 
Messrs. Drivers, JONAS AND Co., chartered 
surveyors, announce that during the rebuilding 
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of their premises at 7, Charles Il-street St 
James’s-square, London, SW1, they have moygj 
to temporary accommodation at 32, Hertfor 
Street, London, WI (tel.: Grosvenor 8857), 

Mr. ARTHUR J. BaILey, AIAS, quantity sy. 
veyor, has taken over the practice of the lap 
Mr. A. N. Hookway and will continue i 
practise from Essex House, _Kiln-rogq 
Thundersley, Essex (tel.: Hadleigh 57371), ’ 

MEssrs. PRIOR AND HILLIARD, AA RICS 
chartered quantity surveyors, have moved thei: 
office to new premises at 14, Sackville-stree 
London, WI (tel.: Regent 5424), where they yij 
be pleased to receive catalogues and trade 
literature. 

The partners of Messrs. ROBINSON 4yp 
Roops, chartered quantity surveyors, Mp 
F. G. J. VENN, FRICS, and Mr. Joun Yeo, 
ARICS, have moved to offices at No. 11, Gray’ 


Inn-square, Gray’s Inn, WCI (tel.: Holbom 
6026 and 6036—unchanged). 
Messrs. C. S. PARSONS AND __ PaRtyens, 


chartered quantity surveyors, of 812, Joelsop 
House, Gordon-avenue, Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, 
have opened an office at Charter House, Ndola, 
Northern Rhodesia. 

Mr. KENNETH R. KENSALL, ARICS, chartered 
qantity surveyor, has acquired new offices at 
18, Sackville-street, W1 (tel.: Regent 5580), and 
would be pleased to receive trade catalogues at 
that address. 

Mr. Wicerip Hires, FRICS, FIArb., of 
Messrs. Wilfrid Hiles and Son, chartered 
quantity surveyors, Coleridge Chambers, 17), 
Corporation-street, Birmingham, 4, announces 
that as from April 1 he has taken into partner. 
ship his sons, Mr. J. GRAHAM Hites, ARICS, 
and Mr. GeraLp Hites, ARICS. The style of 
the firm will in future be Messrs. WILFRID 
HILES AND SONS. 


Messrs. CLARENCE E. SMART and Partners, 


quantity surveyors, of Imex House, 4), 
Theobalds-road, London, WCI, and Lloyds 
Bank Chambers, Cathedral Gateway, Peter- 


borough, announce that Mr. PETER CRAWLEY, 
AIQS, has become a partner in the practice as 
from January 1, 1956. Mr. Crawley will be 
resident at Peterborough. The practice wil 
continue to be conducted from the same address 
under the same style. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, April 5, 1856 

SELF-MOVING WHEEL-CHaIRS. — We 
have more than once urged the immense 
utility to the million of some simple, light 
vehicle, self-moved, or by means of some 
spring-power easily wound up, whereby 
London workmen, tradesmen, clerks, etc., 
could go about their lawful calling, so as 
to be enabled to live in the suburbs, and 
to run along in all directions independent 
of omnibuses. .. .It is not intended to dic- 
tate to inventors, however, how they 
ought to accomplish the great end i 
view. 


OBITUARY 


Claude Batley, FRIBA 


WE regret to announce the death al 
Bombay, India, on March 20, of Mr. 
C. Batley, FRIBA, of Messrs. Gregson 
Batley and King, chartered architects. 


John Stuart, FRIBA 


WE regret to announce the death on 
March 31, at Lytham, Lancs., of Mr. J. 
Stuart, FRIBA. Mr. Stuart retired from 
the post of County Architect, Essex, in 
1947, 


Lou Sanderson 


Mr. Lou SANDERSON, chairman-secte- 
tary of Scarborough lifeboat for 21 years, 
has died at Scarborough, Yorkshire, a! 
the age of 74. He was an architect by 
profession, and his designs included 
Scarborough lifeboat house and_ the 
championship golf course at Ganton. 
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Fig. 1—View of experimental all-electric terrace. 


LARGE-SCALE ELECTRICITY UTILISATION 
TRIALS ON A HOUSING ESTATE 
Central Electricity Authority’s Project 
By P. SCHILLER, DipIng, MIEE (Head of Utilisation Research Section, CEA) 


O provide accommodation for 
married staff of an extension to 
Keadby Power Station in Yorkshire, the 
Central Electricity Authority is adding 
90 terrace houses to an already existing 
estate for station staff. Although, owing 
to the relatively larger proportion of shift 
workers and the closeness of the place of 
work, these new domestic consumers 
could not be regarded as representative of 
a cross-section of the community, it was 
felt that the opportunity might be taken 
to carry out certain large-scale trials 
which in previous attempts in connection 
with ordinary housing developments had 
proved difficult to arrange. The extension 
to the estate is now nearing completion, 
and below jis outlined the special 
arrangement made under the aegis of the 
utilisation research committee of the 
Authority and Area Boards. 


Load Characteristics 


With the exceptions referred to later, 
each house (average floor area about 
1,000 sq. ft.) is fitted with a solid-fuel 
fire and back-boiler in the living-room, a 
30-gal. hot-water cylinder with 2-kW 
immersion-heater, and a single-boiling- 
plate electric cooker. A three-phase, four- 
wire service is led into each house with a 
separate meter for each phase; all the 
lighting and socket-outlet circuits being 
connected to the “red” phase, the 
cookers to the “ yellow” phase, and the 
water-heaters to the “blue” phase. In 
view of the unbalance thus created, 
larger cross-sections have been used for 
the distributors than would normally be 
necessary, but it will be appreciated that 
this scheme enables separate records to 
be obtained of the cooking load, water- 
heating load, and remaining load, not 


only for the aggregate of consumers, but 
also for smaller groups. For this pur- 
pose, recording instruments have been 
installed at the substation in all three 
phases, to be kept in continuous opera- 
tion, and provisions made for inserting 
additional.recorders in all feeders and at 
two points in the distribution system, 
where sheet-metal pillars have been pro- 
vided specially to accommodate them. 

In this way it will be possible to study 
separately the characteristics of the 
cooking, water-heating, and remaining 
loads of the part of the estate in question, 
also the effect of the weather, and so on, 


-and trends due to the acquisition of 


additional appliances. Moreover, data on 
the relation between  after-diversity- 
maximum demand per cooker, water- 
heater, etc., and size of group will ensue, 
while the meters, which will be read 
monthly, will give the individual house- 
holds’ consumption for cooking and 
water-heating. Incidentally, there is also 
a water meter in the cold feed of each 
hot-water cylinder. 

As a further feature, each cooker- 
control unit is combined with a switch 
for the immersion-heater, interlocked so 
that both appliances cannot be used 
together. After a year’s operation, the 
interlock will be removed, and the sub- 
station load records for the following 
year will show what effect the changeover 
switch had on the water-heating load at 
times of system peaks. 


Cooking Consumption 


In view of the varying efficiencies of 
boiling-plate, grill-boiler, and oven, their 
relative usage is of interest, especially 
in connection with the economies pos- 
sible by using only special cooking 
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utensils with solid boil- 
ing-plates. One in every 
four houses, therefore, 
has the cooker wiring 
segregated and the con- 
sumption of these three 
elements metered separ- 
ately. Subtraction of 
their aggregate consump- 
tion from the total 
cooker-circuit consump- 
tion will give the con- 
sumption of the kettle 
with which each house- 
hold is issued; a non- 
standard plug and socket 
makes it inconvenient 
to plug any other appli- 
ance into the cooker 
circuit. Detailed informa- 
tion of this sort will thus 
become available from 
some 20 households. 


To investigate the 
comparative perfor- 
mance, consumption, 
consumer appeal, and 
maintenance costs of 
solid and radiant boiling-plates, alternate 
cookers are equipped with solid 
and radiant boiling-plates, respectively, 
which after a year’s operation will be 
interchanged* for another year’s run. 
Thus, every household will use for one 
year a solid boiling-plate, and for a simi- 
lar period a radiant one. Experimental 
accuracy is ensured by supplying free of 
charge sets of three ground-black-base 
utensils, and the statistical analysis of the 
annual cooking consumption of the 90 
households is expected to reveal whether, 
and what, savings in consumption are 
possible by the use of radiant boiling- 
plates. At the end of the second year, the 
households having a solid plate will be 
given the option to keep it or have their 
radiant one back, whereas the cookers of 
the other half will be fitted with radiant 
grill-boilers for a year, so as to obtain 
comparative data on grill-boilers as well. 





*Actually. to eliminate the efiect of age, new 
plates will be fitted. 





Fig. 2—Floor-heating control gear. 
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Fig. 3 (left)—Supplementary living-room fire (two 250W carbon lamps) and Fig. 
4 (right)—supplementary radiant glass panel on kitchen wall. 


Records will be kept of maintenance 
costs, and consumers’ opinions surveyed. 


Experimental Houses 


Arising from suggestions made in an 
IEE paper by Mr. D. H. Parryt, a 
terrace of six 3-bedroom houses has been 
equipped with special thermal insulation 
to give an overall U-value of about 0.1, 
and with electric floor-heating in living- 
rooms and dining-kitchens. Fig. 1 shows 
a front view of this terrace. To reduce 
the heat loss to an economic minimum, 
the cavities of all external and party 
walls have been filled with bitumen- 
bonded fibre-glass, porches with addi- 
tional doors added to front and rear 
doors, and all windows provided with 
double-glazing. The heated floors, with 
an electric loading of 1.6kW for the 
living-room and 1.2kW for the kitchen, 
consist of plastios tiling and a 4-in. con- 
crete screed, insulated by 14-in. cork 
slabs (laid in bitumen) from the concrete 
slab on which the houses rest, edge 
insulation being provided where advis- 
able. 

In order to study the effect the posi- 
tion of the heaters in the screed has on 
the performance, especially the thermal- 
storage capacity, two complete and 
independent grids of Pyrotenax cable 
with Kumanal core have been embedded, 
one laid direct ‘on the cork, and the 
other 3-in. above. They are controlled by 
change-over switches, which in Fig. 2 
can be seen mounted on a panel in an 
under-the-stairs cupboard, together with 
the switch-heads of floor thermostats 
(connected by capillary tube to bulbs 
embedded in the floors) and the main 
switches for the floor-heating of living- 
room and kitchen. Also visible are two 
small (normally boxed-in) buck/boost 
transformers, provided for experimental 
purposes to enable the heating voltage, 
and thus the kW-loading, to be varied 
within certain limits. Further, the instal- 
lations of all six houses are jointly con- 
trolled by a MacLaren thermo-time 
regulator, mounted in the feeder pillar 
that can be seen on the left-hand side of 
Fig. 1. While the off-peak tariff of the 
Yorkshire Electricity Board requires the 
heating circuits to be disconnected from 
7 a.m. to 12 noon, and from 3 to 6 p.m., 
this instrument automatically adjusts the 





+‘ The Logical Approach to the Problems of 
Space Warming by Electricity,’? Proceedings IEE, 
1952, Vol. 99, Part I, p.233. 


length of the periods during which they 
are connected to the supply in accord- 
ance with the outdoor temperature. In 
addition, an air thermostat has been in- 
stalled in each heated room, but may 
prove unnecessary if the common regula- 
tor comes up to expectations. 

For the trial period of three years. all 
thermostats will be sealed and the floor- 
heating supplied by the Authority at a 
fixed weekly charge. As it is hot intended 
to give full comfort heating under all 
conditions, a supplementary electric glow 
fire, consisting of two 250-watt carbon 
lamps (Fig. 3) is fitted in each living- 
room and a radiant glass panel (Fig. 4) 
on the wall of each kitchen. The heat 
output of the latter can be varied by a 
Simmerstat-type’ switch. In the bedrooms, 
only socket-outlets have been provided. 

The chimney breast visible in Fig. 3 is 
accounted for by the fact that, having 
regard to the experimental character of 
the scheme, it was decided to give every 
tenant an opportunity to adopt solid-fuel 
heating if he so desired 
at the end of the initial 
trial period. All 
necessary structural 
provisions have, there- 
fore, been made, with 
the flues blocked up at 
both ends. For the 
same reason, hot-water 
cylinders similar to 
those in the _ other 
houses have been fitted 
in the airing cupboards 
and adapted for 





possible future  con- 
nections to a_ back- 
boiler. 

Larder 


Heat-Pumps 


It was also thought 
opportune to try out 
combined larder cool- 
ing and water-heating 
by means of a heat- 
pump, but, as at the 
time no commercial 
units were available, an 
offer of the ERA to 
make up six _ experi- 
mental ones was grate- 
fully accepted. So as 
to avoid  electrically- 
generated heat being 
drawn from the kit- 
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chen, the internal larder walls and the 
door have been specially insulated, 

The sealed compressor unit and the 
condenser are enclosed in a 15-gal, 
auxiliary tank placed under the larder 
shelf and connected by well-lagged flow 
and return pipes to the hot-water cylin- 
der. In Fig. 5, where this tank is hidden 
by a plywood panel, can be seen an ice- 
making box and the evaporator for larder 
cooling, at the back of which a fan js 
mounted. To ensure sufficient hot water 
being produced in cold weather, an 
additional evaporator is mounted exter- 
nally and controlled by appropriate 
change-over valves. On the other hand, 
an automatic heat leak enables the larder 
cooling to function in warm weather 
even if the cylinder is fuH of hot water 
and its thermostat has cut out. For 
emergency use, a standard immersion- 
heater has also been fitted. 


Instrumentation 


To derive all possible benefit from 
these heating trials, ample instrumenta- 
tion has been provided. In addition to 
the three meters fitted in all houses, 
separate meters have been installed for 
the - living-room and_ kitchen  floor- 
heating circuits, and for the heat-pump. 
The meter assembly depicted in Fig. 6 
also shows three further meters, for it 
belongs to a house in which the cooker 
wiring has been segregated, as referred to 
above. 

All the meters are mounted over the 
service intake in the store-room. One of 
the store-rooms of the experimental 
terrace also accommodate a 12-point 
temperature recorder with a set of 
change-over relays for use in conjunction 
with 24 thermocouples, which measure 
the temperature of the  floor-heated 
rooms, the larders, and the hot-water 
cylinders; those for the rooms being en- 


Fig. 5 (left)—Larder heat-pump and Fig. 6 (right)—meter 
assembly in a floor-heated house. 
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closed in blackened globes suspended 
from the ceilings. Furthermore, the ERA 
has been enabled to carry out scientific 
tests on the heat flow from the floors 
and other performance details, and to 
install for this purpose numerous addi- 
tional thermocouples, connected to a 
multi-point temperature recorder. The 
feeder pillar mentioned in connection 
with the Thermo-Time Regulator also 
houses recording ammeters for the floor- 
heating, heat-pump, and =  “ miscel- 
laneous ” load of the terrace. 

It is hoped that these practical trials 
will supply much useful information. 


LAW REPORTS 


Payment for a Wall Between 
Adjoining Premises 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE HARMAN 
J. Jarvis and Sons, Ltd., v. Mrs. E. M. Baker 


IN the Chancery  Division,- recently, 

before Mr. Justice Harman, J. Jarvis 
and Sons, Ltd., of Vauxhall Bridge-road, 
London, SW, sued Mrs. E. M. Baker, of 
Lawrie Park-gardens, Sydenham, SE, for- 
merly owner of 22, Bishopsthorpe-road, 
Sydenham, for the whole cost of repairing 
a party wall. Mrs. Baker joined Mr. 
Michael Benkert, of Cumberland-park, 
Acton, W, owner of the adjoining house, 20, 
Bishopsthorpe-road, claiming that he 
should pay half the bill, £296. 

The repairs to the wall were carried out 
subsequent to an award under the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939. The 
builders claimed the whole cost from Mrs. 
Baker, who had paid one half of the ac- 
count, maintaining that the balance should 
be paid by Mr. Benkert as owner of the 
adjoining property. He denied liability 
and challenged the reasonableness of the 
builders’ account. The builders contended 
that as they were instructed by Mrs. Baker 
to do the work, she should pay the whole 
of the bill. They were not concerned with 
any arrangement she might have had with 
the adjoining owner. 

Giving judgment, Mr. Justice Harman 
said it was a miserable action arising, in 
his view, through the fault of one man. 
Mrs. Baker employed a firm of architects 
and surveyors called Kennard and Lowe to 
deal with the question of the party wall. 
Thereafter a number of ridiculous disputes 
disfigured the matter. The parties could 
not agree on a builder, and on this matter 
Mr. Kennard acted in a high-handed way. 

On November 10, 1949, a document 
which was described as an award was signed. 
Mr. Kennard was to supervise the work 
and Mr. Michael Barnett, Mr. Benkert’s 
architect, was to have full facilities for in- 
spection of the work from time to time. 
The work was not started until the follow- 
ing May and Mr. Barnett was kept in com- 
plete ignorance of it. He did not see the 
work in progress because, in his lordship’s 
view, he was deliberately kept away by Mr. 
Kennard for the satisfaction of his own 
amour-propre, or something of that sort. 

In July, 1950, the builders delivered a bill 
and Mr. Kennard did precisely nothing 
about it. In January, 1951, they sent a 
supplementary bill. Nothing happened for 
two years, and then Mr. Kennard woke up 
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and sent the bill to Mr. Benkert’s architect 
and asked for a cheque for £296. He pur- 
ported to object under the London Building 
Act. 

His lordship said that as Mrs. Baker had 
had control of the work through her archi- 
tect she became responsible for the whole 
of the work, having a right to collect a con- 
tribution of the cost from the adjoining 
owner. The builders were not bound to 
look to both owners unless they chose to 
do so. 

Dealing with the third party proceedings, 
his lordship said that Mr. Benkert’s defence 
failed except as to his plea alleging that the 
charges were exorbitant and unfair. On 
this he was entitled to an inquiry as to the 
amount properly payable by him under the 
liability imposed upon him by the docu- 
ment of November 10, 1949. 

His lordship gave judgment for Messrs. 
Jarvis and Sons against Mrs. Baker for £296 
with costs. 

Mr. D. Wheatley, for Mrs. Baker, said 
that Mr. Benkert had agreed to pay her 
£270, a reduction of £26 on what she had 
claimed against him. 


Scaffolder Awarded Damages 
for Ladder Fall Injuries 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE GLYN-JONES 
Morris v. W. and C. French 


OLDING that the use of an unusual type 

of ladder on a building site introduced 

an unnecessary risk to a workman, Mr. 

Justice Glyn-Jones, in the Queen’s Bench 

Division on January 17, awarded £2,270 15s. 

and costs to John Joseph Morris, aged 30 

years, a scaffolder, for injuries he suffered 

when he fell from the ladder while working 
at London Airport on April 27, 1953. 

Plaintiff, who lives at Walham-grove, Ful- 
ham, sued his former employers, W. and C. 
French, Ltd., building contractors, of Epping 
New-road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, alleging 
breach of statutory duty and negligence, 
which were denied. In the accident, Morris’s 
wrists and thigh were fractured. His left 
leg is now } in. short and he maintained he 
could only do light duty in future. 

Giving judgment, his LoRDSHIP said the 
accident occurred when the plaintiff, at din- 
ner break, went down one ladder to a land- 
ing place and from the landing-place dewn 
a second ladder leading to the ground 44 ft. 
below. He fell while coming down the 
second ladder and contended that there was 
a breach of Article 29,-sub-paragraph 6, of 
the Building Regulations, 1948, because 
there was more than 30 ft. between the land- 
ing place and the ground. Plaintiff also 
claimed that the defendants were guilty of 
a reasonable want of care for his safety be- 
cause the ladder was so unusual in design as 
to constitute an unnecessary danger to him. 

His lordship said the design certainly was 
unusual. Designed to enable persons to pass 
down more quickly than down an ordinary 
“pole” ladder, it was 4 ft. wide with sides 
of rectangular timber 9 in. from front to 
back and 3 in. across the face. The rungs, 
flush with the sides, were 3 in. deep, 14 in. 
wide and not round as in traditional ladders. 
The rungs were 6 in. apart: As there was 
no intermediate landing place between the 
ground and the landing place 44 ft. up there 
was the plainest possible breach of Article 29. 

The judge found that the accident hap- 
pened because the plaintiff slipped off one 
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of the rungs. The ladder was made of 
sound material of adequate strength and was 
rigid. Where an accident happened from a 
cause which provisions in the Regulations 
were intended to prevent, the plaintiff need 
only show the provisions had not been com- 
plied with and it was for the employer to 
show that the breach of the provisions was 
not the cause of the accident. 

(fhe danger against Which swb-paragraph 
6 of Article 29 was intended to guard was the 
danger that a man might fall. On the 
straightforward construction of the Regula- 
tion the danger was that the workman might 
fall off a ladder, and the legislature must 
have thought there was more danger if the 
length of the ladder exceeded 30 ft. 

There was a high incidence of risk in the 
building trade and the very danger of the 
employment heightened the duty on the em- 
ployer not to increase the risk. This par- 
ticular ladder was not intrinsically unsafe. 
If a worker had been trained on that ladder 
and had never used anything else he would 
have been perfectly safe on it. However, 
his lordship thought its introduction on this 
site where traditional ladders were also in 
use introduced an additional risk which was 
unnecessary. It was that added risk which 
caused the accident. The risk was aggra- 
vated by the use of the ladder at a height 
of 44 ft. It was only fair to the defendants 
to say that such ladders had been in use by 
them since 1935 by many workmen without 
accident. No one had suggested to them 
that it was a danger. : 

His lordship thought the plaintiff had to 
bear 25 per cent. of the blame. He must 
have paid less attention than he should have 
to the fact that he was on a different type 
of ladder. He failed to take that care of 
himself, which a careful man would have 
done in his circumstances. 


PLYMOUTH STATION 
TO BE REBUILT 


Design to Include Eight-storey 
Block 


PLans for the complete reconstruction of 
Plymouth (North Road) Station, which deals 
with 24m. passengers a year, have been 
approved in principle by the British Trans- 
port Commission. This project, estimated 
to cost about £14m. forms part of the British 
Railways, Western Region, modernisation 
plan announced last year. The details have 
been announced by Mr. K. W. C. Grand, 
general manager, Western Region. 

The plans, about which the Plymouth Cor- 
poration have been consulted, include the 
complete replacement of the existing station 
buildings by an attractive block of contem- 
porary design which, when complete, will 
be in keeping with the imposing character of 
rebuilt Plymouth. Dominated by an eight- 
storey block, the new station building has 
been designed to incorporate all the usual 
facilities for passengers on the ground floor, 
with accommodation for local district offices 
and their staffs on the higher floors. 

Approach roads are to be redesigned, per- 
manent way layout and platforms remodelled 
and a scheme of improved signalling carried 
out. 

Western Region officers responsible for the 
reconstruction are: Mr. M. G. R. Smith, 
Chief Civil Engineer; Mr. A. W. Wood- 
bridge, Signal Engineer, and Mr. H. E. B. 
Cavanagh, ARIBA, Architect, 
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BUILDING IN CANADA 


Industry’s Output Doubled 
Since 1946 


[From a Correspondent] 


THE first meeting since 1946, of the Cana- 

dian Construction Association has just 
been held at Winnipeg, Manitoba. In that 
ten years Canada’s building has more than 
tripled in dollar value and doubled in 
volume. 

Construction contracts for 1955 were esti- 
mated at $5,200m., which is an all-time re- 
cord. 1956 figures are expected to exceed 
even last year’s if present trends continue. 

Mr. W. G. MaALco.o, president of the 
Canadian Construction Association, had the 
following to say regarding future building 
prospects in Canada: “ Canada is building at 
such a pace that there aren’t enough materials 
and trained people to do the work. The 
ability of the construction industry to ex- 
pand its capacity has been dramatically 
proved on several occasions during the past 
15 years, but the increased demands for the 
industry’s services have been such that con- 
struction schedules are being held up by 
delays in the delivery of a number of mate- 
rials. 

“Similarly, our training programme for 
practically all classes of personnel has failed 
to keep up with the pace of the industry’s 
expanded svolume. The number receiving 
apprenticeship training should be at least 
doubled and there is a chronic shortage of 
engineers, superintendents, estimators and 
other skilled men. 

“Never before had a CCA president 
been able to report the completion of 
$5,000m. worth of construction in one year, 
This is about twice in volume and three 
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times in dollar value the amount that had 
been reported when the association last met 
in Winnipeg in 1946. 

“Our financial leaders seem to be vying 
with each other in the degree of optimism 
they express in our over-all economic out- 
look. Indeed, the danger of inflation has authority low-cost standard terrace 
led the Bank of Canada to increase interest house, fully serviced, has been evolved 
rates. The effect of the higher resultant 4 Mr. Frank Gibney, MlnstRA 
financing costs on the construction pro- MTPI, AIAA, Dublin, the ‘building cost 
— — ne ae cge of which is reckoned to reflect consider. 
— y ite : ¢ able economy without lessening of ameni- 


however, that increases in the volume of “ ‘ 
construction will likely be limited more by ies, space standards and construction, 


shortages of certain materials, such as struc- 
tural steel, than by shortage of investment 
capital.” 


LOW-COST HOUSING 
Trish “ People’s House” 


N the effort to counter rising building 
costs, a new design for a local 


To suit local preferences the design jis 
capable of five alternative methods of 
heating and cooking, and ten variations 
A Basic Requirement of accommodation arrangement. 

A basic requirement, he continued, was to 
maintain construction costs at levels that 
would encourage investment. This was 
largely a question of increasing efficiency 
and expanding the industry’s capacity still 
further so that larger and more complex 
programmes might be carried out speedily 
and economically. 

New designs, techniques and materials 
were doing much to effect economies and im- 
prove construction standards. New crafts 
and equipment were developing dramatically 
—but more could be done. 


The plans are suitable to any aspect; 
can be built in various groupings; con- 
struction is traditional, of simple units 
not requiring elaborate plant; the maxi- 
mum amount of native materials are em- 
ployed; the external design is amenable 
to varied’ architectural treatment: and 
maintenance costs are reckoned to be 
low. 


An important feature of the design is 
that of flexibility in accommodational 
provision, catering for families from six 
to three, and specially adaptable to old 
couples, single persons and newly-weds, 
thus affording further inherent econo- 
mies in building. 


Welsh Brickmaking 

A Welsh quarrying firm, Kneeshaw Lupton 
and Company, Limited, have put to use a 
surplus of screening grit and dust. They are 
making limestone and _ concrete bricks. 
£12,000 has been invested in a mixer feeding 
a rotary press which can turn out 10,000 


bricks a day. 
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As a contribution to the National 
economy, and from the humane appeal 
of needy housing, Mr. Gibney is making 
his plans available to all architects of 
local authorities. 
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Design for an Irish “ People’s House,” by Frank Gibney, MInstRA, MTPI, AIAA. 
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SITE REINSTATEMENT 


Trees and Plants in Design and Layout 
By J. DICKENS 


JN recent years there have been many 
changes, some of them revolutionary, 
in the design of flats, houses and fac- 
jories, but little serious study seems to 
have been given to the layout and plant- 
ing of ground in the immediate vicinity 
of buildings. The general idea is, 
apparently, to get the house or block of 
fats up first, and then leave the Parks 
Department or a contractor who sees the 
job for the first time, to tidy the site up 
and “fill the space up with something.” 
It is not a very realistic attitude and 
indicates that a wide field of inquiry 
exists, the results of which could improve 
the looks and amenities of our buildings 
considerably. The word “ amenities” is 
ysed deliberately, as the psychological 
effect of pleasant surroundings on occu- 
piers and workpeople cannot be ignored. 
Only rarely is the building contractor 
asked to complete the reinstatement and 
planting of a site; if he himself under- 
took this work more frequently we should 
see a great deal of improvement, if only 
in the growth of herbage, flower and 
tree. The builder is in complete control 
of all the soil on the site, and is able to 
make or mar the planting by reason of 
his earth-moving activities. When one 
considers the care with which the farmer 
conducts deep-ploughing, in order that 
sterile sub-soil shall not be brought to the 
surface, it is a wonder that any results 
are forthcoming on building sites at all. 
Perhaps the most contradictory operation 
from the earth-moving point of view, is 
the handling of top soil. This is fre- 
quently sold off the site and considered 
something in the light of a perquisite; 
but when it comes to planting up and 
providing a fertile bed for the new plants, 
fresh loam has to be brought in—possibly 
and almost surely, from another site ! 
Rather like taking in one another’s 
washing. 
_ The first essential then, of site re- 
instatement must be co-operation between 
the builder who constructs in bricks and 





mortar and the builder who must raise 
a green and pleasing surround to the 
first man’s efforts. Care should be taken 
to see that the top soil is, as far as 
possible, all from the top and not a 
complex, hopeless mixture of clay, gravel, 
sand, clods and so on. If some cash 
adjustment is required between the two 
parties, it will at least have the virtue of 
being cheaper by cutting out all unneces- 
sary haulage. 

This question of unsuitable soil was 
brought sharply to the fore during a 
recent visit to a factory completed some 
two years ago. A disconsolate handy- 
man was seen inspecting a boundary 
screen—or so it was intended—of two 
hundred cupressus, poor and weak and 
the line full of misses. Those trees had 
cost anything from 7s. 6d. upwards, and 
the row had been replanted three times. 
Surely there was enough wastage there 
to justify a little extra trouble during 
building operations. 


Machinery Available 


Repeated requests from large contract- 
ing firms for machines capable of leaving 
a “cultivated” finish on a site seem to 
give the lie to the idea that few builders 
touch this line of country. However, 
they are frequently asked to tidy a site 
up and leave it suitable for, say, sowing 
grass seed. It is understandable that 
some are taken aback by this request— 
they are not gardeners anyhow, but 
builders. In consequence, one gets asked 
for “something to make a flat, fine sur- 
face.” Very well, a heavy roller, con- 
stantly applied, would have the desired 
effect; but I would not have much hope 
for seed sown under such conditions. 
There is a deal of difference between 
firm and hard soil. Ground should be 
lightened first and firmed afterwards, 
otherwise the texture is uneven giving 
very variable growth and, in the case 
of lawns, subsidences. 
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The two most useful tools for this job 
are the rotary cultivator and a set of 
three light seed harrows, which should be 
used in conjunction with one another. 
The rotary cutting and breaking action 
of the cultivator ties in exactly with the 
levelling effect of the harrows. If a 
seeding is to be made very shortly after 
the site is finished, it may be necessary 
to use a light, preferably segmented, roll; 
but as a rule the ground will have suffi- 
cient time to settle naturally before seed 
goes in. The above remarks apply 
equally in the case of turf-laying. 

Light harrows are easily hired and are 
cheap to buy, but difficulty may be ex- 
perienced in hiring rotary cultivators, and 
they are relatively expensive to buy— 
one having a spread of 18 in., for 
example, would cost at least £150. The 
provision of this equipment would seem 
to offer opportunities for the plant hirers, 
who might give the question some atten- 
tion. New ideas are constantly forth- 
coming, as is to be expected when one 
specialist trade is confronted with the 
paraphenalia of another. For instance, 
machines are required which can make 
use of existing sources of power. Dum- 
pers provided with tow hooks could quite 
easily take care of the harrows and rolls, 
but the rotary cultivator is another 
matter. This requires a power take-off 
and it may well be that some enterprising 
manufacturer will produce a dumper with 
optional PTO equipment. It is just pos- 
sible that this idea could go much farther 
and a whole range of attachments be 
produced which would ensure the dum- 
per never having an idle moment. 

One recent request for a light plough 
suitable to be pulled by a dumper, points 
to the fact that the contractor had never 
heard of rotary cultivation and exposed 
his ignorance with regard to any sort of 
ploughing. A dumper would have a hard 
time pulling any type of plough, even 
though the skip was filled to give maxi- 
mum adhesion. The blame for the 
ignorance is not the builder’s—the manu- 
facturers could quite well step in and 
explore this field to everyone’s benefit. 

Looking around completed schemes 
today, one is often acutely aware of the 


The monotony of planting schemes with small trees all of the same species is illustrated in the author’s sketch on the left. The 
drawing on the right shows a more imaginative planting scheme. 
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lack of vision and forethought which has 
produced acres of uninspiring grass, un- 
tidy deciduous plantations and stark rows 
of sooty privet. Again, too many plant- 
ings consist of similar or identical species, 
leaving little scope for variety of effect. 
All flower, colour, and shed leaf at the 
same time and the beauty of contrast is 
completely lost. Wide scope exists for 
the inclusion of conifers in planting 
schemes. The obvious criticism that they 
are dull, gloomy trees, unsuited to live 
suburban tastes and areas hardly holds 
water when one considers the many 
beautiful trees of these species. There 
are blue trees, grey trees, pale green 
trees—we should get out of the habit of 
thinking only in terms of the Scots pine. 
Their shapes, variations without number, 
lend themselves to contrasts which, when 
all is said and done, must be the saving 
grace in groups of houses afflicted with 
the reflection of each other’s good looks. 


Conifers are extremely long-lived—and 
do it with little attention. Granted, there 
are some growing rapidly to maturity 
which would serve better in afforestation 
schemes, but that is where they should 
stay. The Junipers, a number of Abies, 


Sabina Tamariskifolia—all are very 
beautiful, slow growing, and make 
good independent specimens. Spreading, 


low-growing trees choke weeds and re- 
move one’ objection to growing trees 
rather than mowing grass. 


One further advantage of conifers over 
deciduous trees is the fall of leaf. I am 
not in possession of figures showing the 
costs to councils and others of sweeping 
roads, cleaning drains, gutters and grids 
in autumn; but it must obviously be con- 
siderable. Such points as this should be 
borne in mind when planting out and 
designing estate roads and verges. It may 
well be that this bogey of maintenance 
costs deters many a well-meaning council 
from doing better things. 


There is no intention here to advocate 
the use of conifers to the complete exclu- 
sion of all other trees, but it would seem 
decoratively economic to use far more 
of them. Plane, sycamore, some of the 
poplars and limes—all require unsightly 
pruning and expensive attention when 
grown in restricted spaces. As with privet, 
that evergreen estate rash, most of the 
trees just mentioned are cheap at first 
cost, but their upkeep and attendant 
troubles make them dear in the long run. 
Their effect on the speedy mowing of 
grass ? If placed in effective contrasting 
groups it will be found easier and less 
damaging than cutting close around 
single trees. 


Design and Layout 


Here we must delve into a mixture of 
the practical and aesthetic ; the problem 
of what may be inexpensively enhancing. 
Do we want to break up the monotony 
of a row of identical flats, or further 
accentuate the height of a slim building ? 
And, finally, are we using the right trees 
and plants for the job ? Against a trim 
network of sterile concrete, flowering 
almonds dance prettily in spring, but are 
insignificant for the rest of the year— 
there is no continuity of effect. Exact 
rows plumb surfaces and angularity are 
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mated abortively with those same charac- 
teristics in a building. There is no sweep 
of plan, nothing bold to make the every- 
day interesting. 

Consider the psychological effect. A 
factory worker wakes in a house the spit 
of his many neighbours’. He walks to 
the bus along a road lined with identical 
trees, regimented to order. The factory 
drive is lined in a similar manner, and 
his work is the same as it was yesterday. 
Housing and environment are notorious 
for the major part they play in the con- 
tentment of working people—and how 
few are not in that class ? In this con- 
nection I have included two drawings. 
One of a row of identical houses, treated 


in the usual manner ; the other has , 
different scheme. 

It has been my lot recently to see at 
first hand and through the medium of 
photographs, some representative 


this field. One in particular, a schoo| 
scheme of planting, had original treat. 
ment. But it was so original as to appear 
unnatural. No permanent features were 
used. Common annuals were elevated 
and smothered in a wealth of concrete 
urns and precise vases. There was little 
to instruct the children of the school, 
even casually, on seasonal changes, 
Nothing, that is, except that winter would 
appear bare and cold and denuded. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
Decline in Completions in 1955 


eee Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 

of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland, which were 
briefly summarised on February 10, show that the number of permanent houses completed in 
Great Britain during December was 28,450, compared with 30,662 in December, 1954. The 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 1955 was 316,995 compared 
with 347,605 in 1954. Detailed figures at the end of December were: 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 
(including war-destroyed dwellings rebuilt) 



































GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Post-war Post-war 

total to Completions | Completions total to Completions | Completions 

Dec. 31, in in 1955 to Dec. 31, in in 1955 to 

1955 December | December 31 1955 December | December 3| 
Local authoritiest | 1,665,776 16,474 191,803 1,432,502 13,615 162,525 
Private builders 482,061 11,047 113,457 464,731 10,203 109,934 
Housing associations 37,171 270 4,575 36,087 220 4,444 
Government departments 54,642 659 7,160 49,688 435 6,423 
Total ... 2,239,650 | 28.450 | 316,995 | 1,983,008 24,473 283,326 





PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
(including war-destroyed dwellings rebuilt) 




















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction } construction | construction 
at at at at at at 

Dec. 31 Sept. 30 June 30 Dec. 31 Sept. 30 June 30 

1955 1955 1955 1955 1955 1955 

Local authoritiest 186,618 | 191,046 186,778 151,728 157,717 154,608 
Private builders 89,818 93,473 88,940 86,435 89,986 86,090 
Housing associations 2,655 2,983 3,028 2,576 2,874 2,925 
Government departments 7,811 8,625 8,914 7,141 7,855 7,930 
Total ... 286,902 296,127 287,660 247,880 258,432 251,553 























* Cmd. 9681 Housing Return for England and Wales, December 31, 1955. HMSO, price Is. 3d., post-free 1s. 44d 
* Cmd. 9680 Housing Return for Scotland, December 31, 1955. HMSO, price Is., post free Is. 14d. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 


The following are provisional estimates of the number of operatives aged 15 and over employed 
by building and civil engineering contractors on the construction of new permanent houses 
and the preparation of housing sites:in England and Wales at the dates stated: 

April 30, 1955 July 31, 1955 October 31, 1955 
310,000 311,000 309,000 

The figures for 1955 are not comparable with the previous series. It is no longer practicable, 
now that building controls have ceased, to collect figures from all the firms undertaking con- 
tracts if their major activity lies in other fields. The present series covers a wider age group 
and includes some off-site workers. The figures shown above do not include the number of 
building and civil engineering workers directly employed by local authorities. The number 
of such workers in England and Wales was 16,092 in December, 1955. 

The number of operatives engaged on repair and maintenance of existing houses (including 
conversions, extensions and alterations) in England and Wales was provisionally estimated to be 
150,000 in October, 1955. The notes above on the changes in coverage apply also to this figure. 
*#*s JANUARY FIGURES : 21,269 houses were completed in Great Britain in January, 
1956, as compared with 20,967 in January, 1955; of these, 8,573 were put up by private 
buiiders and 11,788 by local authorities. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


From Our Parliamentary 
Correspondent 


The Housing Subsidies Bill 


THe House of Commons concluded its 
consideration of the Committee Stage 
of the Housing Subsidies Bill on February 

), having spent that day and the two previous 
days on the task. Except for one or two 
small changes the Bill is in its original state 
in spite of the determined efforts by the 
Opposition to widen its scope and include 
a variety of properties not covered by its 
provisions. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, was unimpressed 
by arguments that the Bill did not carry 
out his intentions, or that his intentions 
were vague. He listened with an air of 
bemused attentiveness to a mixture of 
cajolery, coercion and threat, and in the 
end left the Opposition loudly complaining 
that he had failed to make any concession 
to their pleas. 

In dealing with numerous amendments to 
apply the higher rate of subsidies to houses 
in redevelopment areas, houses built to 
accommodate people coming to an area 
to meet industrial needs, or to deal with 
overspill slum clearance and some allied 
topics, Mr. Sandys clarified his and the 
Government’s intentions, where they were 
unknown, or where the Opposition argued 
they were confused. 

He emphasised again the Government's 
intention to abolish subsidies within a year 
or two, but accepted an amendment to pre- 
vent him from varying the rates of those 
subsidies until after March 31. To agree 
to postpone the date for a period of two 
years, he said, would be to deprive them of 
the flexibility they wanted. In dealing with 
the decongestion of London by new towns 
and expanded towns, he explained that local 
authorities and his Ministry were making 
energetic efforts to see that new industry 
did not come to the Greater London area ; 
at the same time that they were trying to 
export population to those new towns. 

In approving the County of London Plan 
he had specifically cut out many acres of 
land which it had been proposed to allocate 
to industry, and had tightened up in every 
sort of way the possibilities of converting 
residential property to commercial or indus- 
trial use. The LCC were also taking action 
to devote an increasing amount of money 
to buying and sterilising industrial property 
which was wrongly located. 

Industries which the Government intended 
should qualify under the Bill were those of 
national importance such as the mining 
industry, but this was only an example. It 
was not considered that every industry which 
believed itself in urgent need of more 
labour should, merely by asking the local 
authority for houses to meet its need, enable 
those houses to get the higher subsidy. By 
industries of national importance they were 
thinking of those whose development was 
vital to the national economy. 

He stated that he did not intend to make 
the introduction of a differential rent scheme 
an essential condition of the grant of assis- 
tance under the clause which gave him dis- 
cretionary powers to increase the subsidy. 
The existence of such a scheme would 
obviously be a relevant point which a local 
authority might make in support of its con- 
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tention that the building of additional 
houses would result in unreasonably high 
rents or rates. 

A local authority could not qualify for 
the additional assistance if they merely 
showed that the new houses would have to 
be let at an unreasonably high rent on the 
assumption that the new subsidies were 
devoted to subsidising the rents of those 
houses. It was beside the point to imagine 
that the Government had introduced the 
clause to bring pressure to bear on local 


authorities to introduce differential rent 
schemes. 

Price Restraint and the 
Nationalised Industries 
CONSERVATIVE back benchers con- 

tinued their campaign to get the 


Government to direct the nationalised in- 
dustries to follow the example of the cement 
and other private industries in stabilising 
their prices for a fixed period, when Mr. 
AUBREY JONES, Minister of Fue] and Power, 
answered questions in the Commons for the 
first time on February 6. 

They received as little encouragement 
from him as they had from Mr. Harold 
Watkinson, Minister of Transport, a fort- 
night earlier. “I see no reason,” said Mr. 
Jones, answering for the coal, gas and elec- 
tricity industries, ““why, because someone 
does something voluntarily, I should compel 
others to do the same.” 

Like other members of the Government, 
the Minister expressed his acceptance of the 
policy of price restraint, but emphasised that 
it would be wrong for him to enfoxsce a gene- 
ral rule on those industries. The ability of 
any industry, he asserted, to stabilise prices 
depended on the state of its reserves, which 
in the nationalised industries were more 
exiguous than in private industry. 

He rejected a contention that the reserves 
of the electricity industry were ‘* adequate 
for all their development purposes,” and 
pointed out that his powers under the vari- 
ous nationalisation Acts to give directions 
were open to great legal doubt. Any gas 
or electricity board could, he said, follow 
the example of the Scottish authority. 

Mr. Jones also declined to direct the three 
industries to advertise publicly for tenders 
for work they were letting out to contractors. 
Their precise arrangements in placing widely 
differing types of contracts were for them 
to decide. 

The Ministry of Supply’s policy in making 
contracts was explained by the Parliamentary 
Secretary, Mr. F. J. ERROLL, on February 6. 
He said that it was to make them at firm 
prices whenever practicable, and to agree to 
materials or wages variation clauses only 
where those were justified by the circum- 
stances. Some contracts, particularly those 
for research and development, had of neces- 
sity to be priced on ascertained costs, plus 
a fee fixed in relation to capital employed. 


Sheffield Development 


Complaint at delay by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government in giving 
approval to Sheffield City Council’s develop- 
ment plan, which includes rebuilding the 
city centre destroyed during the war, was 
voiced by Sheffield MPs in the Commons on 
February 6. Mr. JoHN Hynp asked if the 
Minister intended to authorise the plan, and 
if not whether he would indicate what modi- 
fications he would accept. Str ROLAND 
JENNINGS said that the Minister’s observa- 
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tions had been promised in- March; 1955, 
but had not been made. There was a stand- 
still in development in the city centre. The 
council should be allowed to go ahead. 

Mr. ENocH PowELL, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry, said that the Minister’s 
letter to the city council indicating his in- 
tentions would be received by them during 
the week. The way would then be open for 
detailed discussion leading to final approval. 
The Sheffield plan was not at a disadvantage 
in the queue. Practically ail development 
plans had been received and more than half 
had been approved and the necessary in- 
quiries had been held into nearly all. 

After explaining the procedure which in- 
tervened between submission and approval 
of a plan Mr. Powell said that he made no 
apology because approval on a whole seemed 
to be a slow process. There was no reason 
why the lengthy interim should be prejudicial 
either to the operation of the local authori- 
ties concerned or that of individual potential 
developers. 


Slum Clearance Compensation 


PPPHE Slum Clearance (Compensation) Bill 

by which the Government propose to 
relieve the most acute cases of financial 
hardship arising out of slum clearance was 
presented to the House of Commons by Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, on February 7 and read 
a first time. 

This Bill, which carries out the promise 
of the Minister to take action in such cases 
of hardship which he made when the Hous- 
ing Subsidies Bill was being considered on 
second reading, will help owner-occupiers, 
who, because of the war and the extreme 
housing shortage, may have paid high 
scarcity prices for worn out houses for their 
own habitation, and who under existing 
clearance law would only receive little more 
than the value of the bare land as compen- 
sation, 

It is provided that the owner-occupier of 
an unfit house purchased since the outbreak 
of war will, subject to certain conditions, if 
the house is compulsbtrily purchased, de- 
molished or cleared receive compensation 
at the same rate as would have been payable 
had the house not been declared unfit—in 
other words on the basis of current market 
values. Ht also provides that the occupier, 
whether owner or tenant, of small shops or 
businesses in unfit houses, who might suffer 
grave hardship if the house is declared unfit 
and is compulsorily purchased, demolished 
or cleared, shall receive compensation for 
his business in the same way. 

There is also provision that the Minister 
may from time to time adjust the rates pay- 
able for well maintained houses under the 
Housing Act, 1936, to take account of 
changes in the cost of maintenance and 
repairs. 

An owner-occupier of a house or a mem- 
ber of his family to qualify for compensa- 
tion must have bought the house after 
August 31, 1939, and before December 13, 
1955, have been living in it on the latter 
date, and still own it on the date when the 
compulsory purchase is completed. He need 
not still be living in the house on that date. 
This provision is designed to meet the ex- 
ceptional conditions of recent years, and 
will lapse in 1965. 

The occupier of a small shop or business 
to qualify must possess an interest of more 
than one year, and the business must either 
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have been in existence on December 13, 
1955, or have been established continuously 
for 10 years before the making of the order. 
The letting of lodgings will not be considered 
as a business. 


Payment for good maintenance may also 
be made for houses which are subject to 
individual demolition orders. These houses 
were not covered by the 1936 Act. No pay- 
ment in this category will be made to anyone 
who receives compensation in either of the 
other two classes. 


Points from Parliamentary Replies 


Health Service Expenditure-—The Govern- 
ment will have in mind the recommendations 
of the committee of inquiry into the cost of 
the national health service that there should 
be an annual capital expenditure of £30m., 
when the time comes to fix the level of capi- 
tal expenditure for the years 1958-59 to 
1964-65. As the committee emphasise in 
their recommendations, the size of this capi- 
tal programme in any period must depend 
on the general economic situation (Minister 
of Health, February 6). 


Mining subsidence compensation—l am 
in consultation with local authority associa- 
tions about a new figure to take the place 
of the present limit of £32 a year as a quali- 
fication for mining subsidence compensation 
for England and Wales. As soon as I am 
able I shall ask Parliament to approve an 
order under the 1950 Act to come into force 
on April 1.—(Minister of Fuel and Power, 
February 6.) 


Local government reorganisation—I am 
at present considering the issue of a White 
Paper on this subject.—(Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, February 7.) 


Copper supplies —The main sources of 
copper supplies are Northern Rhodesia, 
Canada, Chile and the United States. I have 
no reason to suppose that industry is unable 
to obtain sufficient copper for its require- 
ments. Stocks with the trade were about 
78,000 tons, amounting to two months’ re- 
quirements, at the end of November.—(Par- 
liamentary Secretary, Board of Trade.) 


Cromwell-road fly-over.—I am reconsider- 
ing the layout at the junction of the western 
end of the Cromwell-road extension and the 
Great West-road. Until detailed plans are 
prepared I cannot say whether Wellesley- 
road can be left open to traffic, or what the 
cost will be-—(Minister of Transport, Febru- 
ary 7.) 

Planning appeals——The number of appeals 
against refusals to grant planning permission 
lodged with me between January, 1952, and 
December, 1955, was 555. Of these 171 were 
sustained, 157 were dismissed, 122 were with- 
drawn and 105 were still under consideration. 
Apart from exceptional cases the average 
time taken to dispose of an appeal was from 
four to six months.—{Secretary of State for 
Scotland, February 7.) 


Local authority borrowing.—Two local 
authorities have raised a total of £9m. by 
issues of stock since the new policy was an- 
nounced, and another authority is about to 
raise £2m. more. No precise figures are avail- 
able for loans raised on mortgage, but it is 
estimated that loans already raised and 
arranged are approaching £100m. The new 
policy is working satisfactorily and producing 
the results the Government desire.—(Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, February 7.) 
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CURBING INFLATION 


Mr. Macmillan’s Plans 


A LTHOUGH Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
*™ Chancellor of the Exchequer, firmly 
turned his back on any idea of reintroducing 
building controls in the Commons on 
February 17, there is no doubt, writes our 
Parliamentary correspondent, that the 
additional tightening of the credit squeeze 
and the other physical measures he an- 
nounced to curb inflation will have some 
adverse effect on building in general. 

The suggesting of building licensing came 
once more from Mr. HAROLD WILSON, who 
advocated that there would have been better 
hope of stopping the “frivolous building ” 
which was in progress by “ giving the green 
light to essential industries and introducing 
house building licensing.” THE CHANCELLOR 
declared that the Government had no in- 
tention of introducing the old system of 
building licensing, which “had practically 
broken down when it came to an end.” A 
large proportion of building, more than 90 
per cent., was for housing and factories so 
it was doubtful whether licensing was worth- 
while. 

In his “determined attack” to enforce 
further reductions in investment and con- 
sumption which were growing “too fast 
for our economic health,” the Chancellor 
proposed : 

Continued efforts by the banks to reduce 
their total of advances. Maintenance of 
a vigorously critical attitude by the 
Capital Issues Committee to all appli- 
cations ; 

Suspension of investment allowance 
from February 17—except where a 
definite contract has been placed, and for 
scientific research assets—and the restora- 
tion of initial allowances at rate in force 
in 1953; 

Tightening of hire purchase arrange- 
ments: minimum down payments _in- 
creased, respectively, from 15 to 20 per 
cent. and 334 to 50 per cent. Control 
will be extended to comprehensive range 
of capital goods and hiring of some 
goods will be subject to control ; 

Further revision of nationalised indus- 
tries’ capital programmes involving a re- 
duction of £50m. ; 

Reductions of £20m. in capital expen- 
diture financed by central Government ; 
and 

New town corporations being asked 


to defer starting new capital projects 
where possible. 
No change in hospital building pro- 


gramme already announced was proposed. 
The school building programme was to be 
rephased, and control of starts would be 
necessary. The Minister of Education 
would postpone until 1957-58 a proportion 
of the starts for 1956-57. 

Loan sanctions for other capital schemes 
of local authorities would have to be severe- 
ly curtailed, said the Chancellor, except in 
exceptional circumstances. 


Building Controls Rejected 
Building controls as a method of cur- 
tailing unnecessary Government expenditure 
received forcible advocacy from the Oppo- 
sition and equally forcible rejection by the 
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Government during the two-day debate on 





economic policy in the Commons on Feb. 
ruary 20 and 21. In the end the 
by defeating the Labour vote of censur 
by 325 votes to 269, gave the Governmen, 
a vote of confidence in the measures to curb 
inflation which the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer introduced to the House on 
February 17. 

Justifying his actions, Mr. MACMILLAN 
explained that these controls had not Siden 
excluded from his considerations. [It would 
appear from this that they may be out of 
sight for the moment, but obviously they 
are not out of mind, and if things grow 
worse between now and April, the Budget 
may well see their revival, if only as , 
possible means of restricting expenditure] 
The Chancellor pointed out that any signi- 
ficant cut in building would have to be 
compulsory, and a uniform definition of 
non-essential building could not be em- 
bodied in an Act of Parliament. The Costly 
and elaborate system of control would not 
achieve the purpose as quickly or efficiently 
as the system of credit and fiscal rearrange. 
ment on which the Government were 
working. 

As for local government expenditure, the 
Government wanted all those things now 
being built to be completed as soon as pos- 
sible. Timing of new expenditure was 
needed, because the pressure of too much 
work on the building and other industries 
was causing a substantial rise in prices, 
The same pressures caused disappointment 
in the dates of completions and the pro- 
grammes became so crowded that they 
could not be carried out. 


The Government did not intend to return 
to allocations to local authorities or licen- 
sing controls on owner occupiers. Educa- 
tion was an example of the pressure he had 
mentioned and some postponement of starts 
would help to bring about a better balance, 
and some schools now under construction 
would be finished more rapidly. There 
would be a _ virtual embargo on_ loan 
sanctions to local authorities for at least 
six months, except in cases of urgency such 
as water and sewerage schemes. 


During question time on February 21, 
Mr. Macmillan defended the amount of 
office building in London, most of which 
Mr. Hunter, a Labour member, suggested 
was speculative. “I do not agree that office 
building is necessarily undesirable or un- 
productive,” the Chancellor declared. 
“ Offices are needed to strengthen our mer- 
chanting and export trades. I cannot regard 
it as wrong that 15 years after the war 
there should be some attempt to rebuild the 
City of London. Of the £20m. a large 
proportion is concentrated within the con- 
fines of the City.” 


House, 


Mr. Owen Aisher 


Mr. Owen Aisher, founder of the Marley 
Tile Company, Ltd., was 80 on January 28. 
Now retired, he lives at Bournemouth, near 
the company’s Poole works, one of 18 
factories which—employing 2,500 people— 
have grown out of the business he started 
some 30 years ago with half-a-dozen men, 
in a little shed at Harrietsham, near Maid- 
stone. Mr. Aisher was presented with a 
portrait of himself by F. Howard Lewis, 
RA, which had been secretly commissioned 
by some of the older members of the staff. 
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THE RESTRICTIVE 
TRADE PRACTICES BILL 


Main Features Summarised 


ON February 15, following the undertak- 
ing given in July last in the House of 
commons debate on the Monopolies 
Commission’s Report on Collective Dis- 
crimination, the Government published the 
Restrictive Trade Practices Bill. The essen- 
tial features of the Bill may be summarised 


: (a) The public registration of restrictive 
trade practices. 

(b) The establishment of a Judicial 
Tribunal to determine whether or not they 
are in the public interest and machinery 
for prohibiting those which prove not to 
be. 

(c) The laying down of criteria upon 
which such an issue can be judged with 
the onus of proof upon those who seek 
to justify this practice. 

(d) The rendering unlawful of the col- 
lective enforcement of resale price main- 
tenance coupled with the provision of new 
methods to enable individuals to secure 
the maintenance of the prices which they 
may choose to fix. 

(e) The formation of a smaller and 
more compact Monopolies Commission 
for dealing with these matters which are 
inappropriate for reference to the new 
Court. 


Main Features of the New Bill 


The majority of the Commission con- 
cluded that the six categories of agreements 
referred to them affected the public interest 
adversely and recommended that, subject to 
a few exceptions, all should be prohibited. 
The minority, however, recommended that 
all the practices reported on should be com- 
pulsorily registered but should be prohibited 
only if after individual investigation they 
were found to be against the public interest. 

The Government’s proposals in the new 
Bill are in some respects a compromise 
between the majority and minority recorn- 
mendations of the Commission, but in the 
main they go considerably beyond either 
set of recommendations. In the first place, 
the Bill goes further in that it applies to all 
the known restrictive practices affecting the 
production, processing and supply of goods 
in the United Kingdom, including common 
prices and level tendering and not just the 
six broad categories of restrictive practices 
examined by the Commission. Secondly, the 
proposals go further than the minority be- 
cause, although the practices are not to be 
prohibited outright, without a judicial in- 
vestigation, the onus of showing that they 
are in the public interest rests with those who 
wish to continue them. 


Some References Withdrawn 


Among the effects created by the transfer 
of functions from the Monopolies Com- 
mission to the new court which is to be set 
up to curb restrictive trade practices, writes 
our Parliamentary correspondent, is the pro- 
posal to withdraw from the commission 
references which are not near completion, 
and which include street lamp equipment, 
steel frames for buildings and common 
prices and agreed tendering. This was made 
apparent by Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, 
President of the Board of Trade, when he 
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commended the Restrictive Trade Practices 
Bill to the Commons on March 6. Current 
inquiries which were nearing completion, in- 
cluding those into standard metal windows 
and doors, would be finished and the reports 
published. 

The reason for this decision, said Mr. 
Thorneycroft, was to prevent overlapping 
between the Commission and the new court. 
The Government’s proposals also included 
early registration of common prices, level 
tendering and collective discrimination. It 
was hoped to get those agreements registered 
within about three months of an order being 
made. It would be for the Board of Trade 
to determine in which order the registration 
should take place. The Bill was read a 
second time by 319 votes to 252. 


REACTIONS TO THE BILL 


Building Industry Distributors 


IN A STATEMENT issued on February 20, 
Building Industry Distributors said that while 
recognising that the Bill reflected a serious 
effort on the part of the Government to be 
fair, and while welcoming the proposal to 
set up a judicial court, the Bill had some 
obvious defects. So far as it affects Building 
Industry Distributors, the most> serious 
defects were: 

1. The lamentable prejudging of the 
issues involved in collective resale price 
maintenance; 2. The onus of proof, with 
guilt being assumed until innocence is even- 
tually proved; and, 3. The assessment of the 
public interest as listed in the Bill. 

The public interest is, of course, extremely 
difficult to define, the statement continues, 
but if it is to be defined it must be defined 
properly. The considerations which the 
Government has put forward in this connec- 
tion are too stringent and there are notable 
omissions. There should be at least three 
additions to the list of considerations. First, 
there should be a specific, not a vague, 
reference to the maintenance of quality 
in products and service. Second, no defini- 
tion of the public interest is complete without 
reference to the value of collective research 
and collective technical improvements, both 
of which are often dependent on co-opera- 
tion in the field of pricing as well. Third, 
the extent to which agreements help to keep 
prices reasonable, especially in times of 
scarcity, should be carefully weighed in 
assessing the public interest. 


The Federation of British 
Industries 


THE Federation of British Industries, the 
National Union of Manufacturers and the 
Association of British Chambers of Com- 
merce in a statement issued on March 5, 
say that “object and procedure sound 
reasonable. We have never believed that 
restrictive practices are either always in the 
public interest or always to its detriment. 
Very often the judgment must depend on 
striking a balance between good and bad 
effects. But this is not what the Bill provides. 
It instructs the Court to presume the agree- 
ment against the public interest unless it 
passes certain limited tests.... The classes of 
agreements to be examined by the Court are 
to ‘be registered. But the Bill attempts to 


define these in far too imprecise terms. Much 
more definition is required if the register is 
not to be clogged with paper describing 
agreements that no stretch of the imagina- 
The collective 


tion could call restrictive. ... 
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enforcement of resale price maintenance is 
banned outright. The individual supplier of 
goods is given enhanced rights to enforce 
his own prices. This, however valuable to 
the larger concerns, may well prove of little 
advantage to the smaller. They will in many 
cases find their resources inadequate to 
exercise their rights, except by some form 
of collective enforcement. While, therefore, 
the objectionable features of collective en- 
forcement methods may well be prohibited, 
some compromise solution should be found 
short of total prohibition.” 


SAND AND GRAVEL 
SUPPLIES IN SCOTLAND 


Monopolies Commission’s 
Report 


"IYHE Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 

Commission’s report on the supply 
of sand and gravel in central Scotland was 
published on March 23 (HMSO, price 
4s. 6d.). 

The Commission find that the conditions 
defined in Section 3 of the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices (Inquiry and Control) 
Act, 1948, prevail, as the members of the 
Washed Sand and Gravel Association (the 
West Association) and the members of the 
Mid-Scotland Washed Sand and Gravel 
Association together supply more than one- 
third of the sand and gravel (measured either 
by weight or value) supplied in the reference 
area, and restrict competition in certain 
ways. 

Each association covers a merchanting 
area. Within, and part of, each merchanting 
area is a scheduled area. For the various 
grades of washed sand and gravel, each 
association prescribes minimum ex-pit 
prices applicable to all member pits within 
its merchanting area. Each also prescribes 
minimum delivered prices throughout its 
scheduled area and minimum haulage rates 
to places in its merchanting area but out- 
side its scheduled area. The Commission 
find that, as a result of this system, the 
general level of ex-pit and delivery prices 
for washed sand and gravel is higher than it 
might be expected to be under price com- 
petition, and they are unable to find any 
justification for the artificial maintenance 
of these prices. They conclude that the 
system operates against the public interest 
and should be discontinued. 

All members’ sales of washed sand and 
gravel, whether ordered directly by a con- 
sumer or ordered by a _ merchant, are 
normally invoiced centrally through the 
secretaries of one or other of the associa- 
tions, who receive the money and pay the 
producers. The Commission are satisfied 
that the most important effect of central 
invoicing is to ensure the observance of the 
minimum price system and consider that. 
even in the absence of this system, central 
invoicing might tend to make for the 
observance of common prices. They con- 
clude, therefore, that central invoicing is 
against the public interest and should be 
discontinued. 

The West Association has a rule that its 
members may not quote for screened un- 
washed concrete sand. This association also 
has an arrangement under which public and 
local authority schedules for the supply of 
washed sand and gravel are submitted 
through the association secretaries. The 
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Commission consider that both these rules 
are against the public interest and should be 
discontinued. 


The associations have stop lists which 
cover persons who fail to pay for supplies. 
The Commission find that these stop lists, 
the fixed water content allowances given in 
the West Association areas and the methods 
of weighing prescribed by the associations 
are not in themselves against the public 
interest and, in the absence of the common 
minimum price and haulage rate system, 
they would not expect them to operate 
against the public inferest. 


Association merchants bind themselves 
to purchase all their supplies of washed sand 
and gravel for delivery in the combined 
merchanting areas from association 
members. They agree to observe the asso- 
ciation minimum prices, to conform to other 
arrangements of the selling scheme, and not 
to sell screened unwashed concrete sand in 
the association areas. In return, they re- 
ceive a fixed discount on their sales and, 
unlike other merchants, are allowed by the 
associations to buy washed sand and gravel 
at ex-pit prices. The Commission consider 
that these arrangements operate against the 
public interest and should be discontinued. 
In the absence of the common minimum 
price and haulage rate system, however, 
they would see no objection to the mainten- 
ance by the associations of a selected list 
of merchants, who would accept responsi- 
bility for settlement of customers’ accounts 
and make a deposit as a guarantee of 
financial stability in return for a special 
discount, always provided that producers 
were free to give to other merchants what 
discounts they chose. 


So far as action on the report is con- 
cerned, as indicated during the second read- 
ing debate on the Restrictive Trade Practices 
Bill, the Government do nof propose to take 
action on matters which will be subject to 
the jurisdiction of the proposed Restrictive 
Practices Court. 


* MODERN METHODS COULD 
CUT COSTS ” 
National President’s Advice to 
Builders 


Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades’ 
Employers, speaking at a meeting of the 
council of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation on February 9, said that the credit 
squeeze and the curtailment of sections of 
the capital investment programme were indi- 
cations of consumer resistance to the high 
cost of building. “ To maintain a full pro- 
gramme of work and avoid the disorganisa- 
tion and hardships that under-employment of 
our industry can bring, we must keep costs 
down,” he said. “A large part of the cost 
of a building job is governed by factors out- 
side our control, but we owe it to ourselves, 
to our operatives, and to the public we 
serve, to see to it that the work and opera- 
tions we do confrol are carried out econo- 
mically. . 

“In research, and the application by us 
of the results of research, lies the answer. 
Tradition tends to die hard in our industry, 
I know, but in the last few years some of us 
have got far enough away from tradition to 
know that the use of modern methods, new 
materials and up-to-date plant and equipment 
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can bring astonishing results in relation to 
both speed and costs. I believe that if we 
study the research literature and technical 
information sent to us and apply the lessons 
we learn, we can knock a considerable sum 
off the annual cost of building.” 


BUILDING WAGE CLAIM 
Referred to Arbitration 


AT THE resumed Statutory Meeting of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry held in London on March 7, further 
consideration was given to the claim sub- 
mitted by the building opératives for an 
increase in wages of 6d. an hour. A report 
was received from the ad hoc Committee set 
up at the Joint Council’s meeting on January 
12 to examine the claim. After further 
discussions the Council were unable to reach 
agreement and in accordance with their 
dead-lock procedure agreed that the claim 
be referred to arbitration by the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Building] Programmes 


Sir Davip Ecc es, Minister of Education, 
has taken immediate steps to put into opera- 
tion part of the Government’s plan for tech- 
nical education. All education authorities 
have been asked to send to the Ministry 
by April 30 particulars of any additional 
projects which they wish to include in their 
1958-59 Further Education building pro- 
gramme. 


Authorities have also been told that the 
Ministry will send them approval of their 
1957-58 programmes by the end of April 
1956 and their 1958-59 programmes by the 
middle of June. The value of each of these 
programmes will be £15m. for England and 
Wales. When these have been approved, the 
Minister will invite advance proposals for 
1959-60 and 1960-61. The 1959-60 pro- 
gramme will be approved not later than the 
spring of 1957. 


CUMBERNAULD NEW TOWN 
Chief Architect's Post Vacant 
CUMBERNAULD NEW Town is to appoint 
a Chief Architect at a salary of £1,800- 
£2,300. Applications should be sent in by 
April 19 to the Chairman, the Cumbernauld 
Development Corporation, c/o Dunbarton 

CC, 24, George-square, Glasgow. 

Some interesting details are available as to 
the proposals governing the development of 
the New Town. It is the view of the Scot- 
tish Office that building at Cumbernauld 
should be at densities higher than those in 
other New Towns in Britain. It is hoped 
that the Cumbernauld project will set a new 
standard in urban development of a close- 
knit character; moreover, it may be that the 
chance for architects to exercise their 
ingenuity on the kind of problems involved, 
will be an incentive to those who tend to 
regard New Towns as somewhat stereo- 
typed. 

The main object of the building at Cum- 
bernauld is, of course, to help in the solution 
of the urgent Glasgow overspi!l problem. 
The target population is 50,000—‘‘a balanced 
community with industrial and commercial 
facilities ’—although this may eventually be 
exceeded. It is expected that it will take 
14 years to achieve this target. 
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BRITISH ARCHITECTS: 
CONFERENCE 
Norwich Plans 


THE subject of the British Architects’ Cop. 
ference, to be held in Norwich from May 
30 to June 2, is now settled as “ Architec- 
tural Economics,” and the speakers are Dr 
Leslie Martin, MA, FRIBA, Mr. E. p, 
Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, ARICS, Hop, 
Secretary RIBA, and Dr. J. C. Weston, of 
the Building Operations Research Unit of 
DSIR. This subject is a natural sequel to 
last year’s discussion of the architect’s 
responsibilities in the organisation of the 
building industry in that it seeks for ways 
of improving the quality of architectural 
services to the nation and in being a matter 
of concern to all architects. 

Programme and application form were 
issued with the February issue of the RIBA 
Journal. The hosts are the Norfolk and 
Norwich Association of Architects, 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
RIBA to Make Representations 


THE RIBA is to make urgent representa- 
tions to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government on two points in connection 
with the Housing Subsidies Bill before 
Parliament. It was felt that the subsidy 
scale should be related to current building 
costs rather than show a financial bias in 
favour of one type of development against 
another. In this respect the view was taken 
that the present weighting against three- 
storey development would have a serious 


limiting effect on architectural freedom in | 


the design of mixed development schemes 
of houses and flats, 
clearance areas. 
Under clause II (1) of the Bill, replace- 
ments to fit houses that have to be 
demolished along with unfit houses do not 
qualify for the increased slum-clearance sub- 


sidy, and this limitation seemed to the RIBA | 


Council to militate against the proper plan- 
ning of a comprehensive redevelopment of 
such areas. 
OFFICE BUILDINGS 
Riba Symposium 

A SYMPOSIUM On Office buildings has been 
arranged by the RIBA Science Committee 
for April 12 at the RIBA. Professor Sir. Wm. 
Holford will take the chair and papers will 
be read by Messrs. J. B. Bickerdike, Hope 
Bagenal, J. R. Kell, H. F. Robinson and F. J. 
Samuely. Admission is by ticket only from 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1 (£1 each 
including buffet meal and report, 10s. for 
students, the latter limited to 50 applying 
before March 20). Envelopes should be 
marked “* Office Buildings.” 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 
Construction of Triforium 

THE main work on Liverpool Anglican 
Cathedral this year will be the construction 
of the triforium (states the bulletin of the 
Cathedral building committee). A decision 
had been made to begin work on the second 
bay of the cathedral with a view to finishing 
both bays at once, but a gift of £25,000 from 
the Dulverton Trust to meet the cost of 4 
stone bridge across the east end of the 
nave, work on which will commence at 
once, means that there will be considerable 
delay in the completion of the new section. 
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The Builder 


PLANT & MATERIALS 








UMAX” 
Rhondda, South Wales, can be erected on any ground by one man within three minutes. 
Of particular application as a temporary site office, store or labour accommodation, it weighs 
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only 100 Ib. and can be easily carried by two men. 


INFLATABLE HUT introduced by Elliot Equipment, Ltd., Llwynypia, 


The main structure comprises an inflatable 


low pressure framework with a rubberised fabric covering, and the flexible clear plastic 
windows can be opened or shut as required. The detachable floor is of tough rubberised fabric, 
and the doors at each end of the hut can be opened or closed from either side by zip-fasteners. 
The unit has a clear floor space of 30 ft. by 19 ft. and a height of 9 ft., and can pro vide sleeping 


accommodation for 30 men. 


Reflector Fluorescent Tube 

NEW Osram 4 ft. reflector fluorescent 
tube is being marketed by the General 
Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet House. Kings- 
way, WC2. The reflecting surface of the 
tube consists of an independent layer of 
powdered titanium dioxide bonded to the 
tube’s internal surface and applied in much 
the same way as a fluorescent coating. This 
material, which has a high reflection factor, 
is applied internally to the upper surface of 
the tube and extends over two-thirds of the 
circumference, with the result that most of 
the light generated throughout the fluores- 
cent surface is directed downwards through 
the gap in the reflector. When these tubes 
are used in fittings having little or no direc- 
tional light control, they are understood to 
give nearly twice as much light on the work- 
ing plane as a conventional tube. 


r 


Paint Range 


A new range of matching paint in 24 col- 
ours, as well as black and white, has been 
brought out by Walter Carson and Sons, 
Ltd., of Lombard-road, Battersea, SW11. 
These paints are available in four different 
finishes—gloss, flat, eggshell and _ plastic 
emulsion. The gloss paint is to be known by 
the name of “ Ultralux Alkyd” gloss paint. 


Sojftwood}Prices 
A price list of their planed or sawn im- 


ported softwood can now be obtained from 
= Anderson and Son, Ltd., 13, Essex-road, 
1 


Paper Insulated Cables 


An illustrated booklet describing their 
Paper-insulated cables (solid-type lead- 
sheathed for voltages up to 33 kV) has been 
Published by British Insulated Callender’s 
Cables, Ltd. These cables conform to part 


No poles are required. 


| of British Standard 480, but where pre- 
ferred by overseas customers, cables can be 
supplied to conform to any recognised speci- 
fication with appropriate conductor sizes, 
insulation thickness and sheath dimensions, 
and satisfying relevant test requirements. 
Copies of the booklet from the company at 
21, Bloomsbury-street, WC1. 


Record Production 


A record production of 356,000 cars, 
trucks and tractors was reached by Ford of 
Dagenham during the year 1955. Exports 
at 166,000, to a value of £69 million, 
constitute a record. 


ate 
aiso 


Price List 

Comprehensive price list no. 2 issued by 
Fry’s (London), Ltd., 56, Southwark-street, 
SE1, gives current prices for all their pro- 
ducts, and can be obtained, free, from 
their office. 


Pest Eradication 

A series of training courses is being given 
by Protim, Ltd., 356, Evelyn-street, SE8, to 
junior executives of its member companies. 
The syllabus includes methods of detecting 
and eradicating dry rot and beetles, lectures 
on entomology, mycology, and the theory of 
structures. 
Prestressed Arches 

A 16-mm. sound/colour film entitled “A 
Prestressed Arch Construction ” is available 
on loan from the Demolition and Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd. The film illustrates the con- 
struction of a precast building of parabolic 
form for the bulk storage of sulphate of 
ammonia. and the showing time is approxi- 
mately 24 minutes. Applications to the 
company at 3, St. James’s-square, SW1. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Special Summer Courses 


PPE LCC Brixton School of Building, 

Building Trades Department, is offering 
two special courses during the summer term. 
A Practical Surveying course will be held 
from June to July which is of interest to 
general foremen. The course is in two 
parts, elementary and advanced. The 
advanced part of the course is for those 
who have completed the elementary and 
who have in addition a knowledge of 
logarithms and trigonometry. A course of 
six weekly lectures has also been arranged 
on the Potentialities of Portable Machine 
Tools commencing on April 12. Details 
from the Head of the Department at Fern- 
dale-road, London, SW4. 


Weekend School 

The Institute of Municipal Building 
Management is holding its second weekend 
school on April 7 and 8 at Beatrice Webb 


House, Pasture Wood, Holmbury St. Mary, 
Nr. Dorking, Surrey. An interesting 


syllabus has been compiled and the main 
discussions will be “ Programming of Build- 
ing Works.” “The Work of the Building 
Research Station” and “Open Forum.” 
Details from the Hon. Secretary at 38a, 
Sunny Gardens-road, London, NW4. 


or 


* Ideal Home Book of Plans 


The 1956 edition of the Ideal Home Book 
of Plans has been published by Odhams 
Press, Limited. It contains 40 plans of new 
and recently-built homes to suit varying 
tastes, situations and incomes. 


Higher Union Contributions 


By a three to one majority the members 
of the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers have decided that Union 
contributions should be increased, and have 
accepted a new principle that union sub- 
scriptions should be tied to the hourly rate 
of wages. Income from contributions will 
now rise or fall with variations in the wage 
rate. 

IES Meeting at Harrogate 

The next meeting of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society will take place at Harro- 
gate from May 8 to 11. The emphasis of 
the meeting is on practical lighting matters. 
The programme includes visits to factories 
and a display of new lighting equipment. 
Papers to be given at the meeting are as 
follows: “ Light and Colour in Daily Life,” 
by J. W. Strange and H. Hewitt (Thorn 
Electrical Industries, Ltd.); ‘Lighting of 
Small Factories.” by J. S. McCulloch 
(R. W. Gregory and Partners, Consulting 
Engineers); “ The Installation and Mainten- 
ance of Lighting Equipment,” by C. J. 
Veness (J. G. Sneath, Ltd.) and J. Mortimer 


Hawkins (Mortimer Gall and Co., Ltd.); 
“The Apparent Brightness of Light 
Sources,” by W. R. Stevens and H. M. 
Ferguson (Research Laboratories, GEC, 


Ltd.); “ Decorative Lighting,” by D. W. Dur- 
rant (GEC, Ltd). There will also be papers 
by Professor L. Schneider of Berlin and J. 
Havelka of Prague on lighting developments 
in their respective countries. 

Details of the meeting may be obtained 
from the Secretary, IES, 32 Victoria-street, 
London, SWI. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 

Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£8.10, 
Pit Ballast per yd. i 3.6 
Pit Sand _ ane bes aan ae ai ea a, 20 
Washed Sand ... aes _— eve ae = - : 6 J 
} in. Shingle Bae was ee ses ‘ie = | ie ee 
3 in. Broken Brick... as ie see sa * 1 00 
Pan Breeze : ‘ie a 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 0.9 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site Ss «. per ton S$ 1 6 

1 to 6 tons, site : m > 33 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton ‘loads and up- 

wards to site : ane 5 i 5 12° 6 

1 to 6 tons do. site. * 6 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 


ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots —_ “5 718 0 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. - ton. 

White Portland Cement bis m i3 2 
Under 1 ton per cwt. i> 7 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 614 0 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up pe 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 

London - 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder — "Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . Se ' per cwt. 1 10 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks sate eye = oes . per 1,000 1117 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... sie aes so a ‘a 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... be: a se ae - tae 
Mild Stocks... ee 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons = “ , - 513" 0 

Cellular do. sas ~ fe Ses abs és 5 13 0 

Keyed Ds. «sss a a bas ise a S45 0 

Rustics ee oe iba was ses ats Ne 618 O 

Cellular Rustics.... ee Sis bee ae 618 O 

Single Bulinose Commons. ead one a es 613 0 

Sandfaced ... an ‘ke <i sis ite a 743. 0 

Tuscans _ sie oak one a isd ie 8 8 0 

Saxons sis — ¥. oth aa ee 8 16 O 

Golden Buffs | ees i O° 3 Oo 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. ete me als 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) bse _ pl 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... at ise os 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) se ise . 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... es 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) . a 714 0 
2$in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

stations) eee oe ne nes see eee ra 26 6 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) ... “i a me 31 12 0 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) . wi 36 0 0 
fi in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) BS 14 8 6 
a Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London — 

tes) ” 

24 in, — made Sandfaced Red Facings (London ee 
21 og and-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London sites) We mm 16 1 0 








£ 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- — 

shire district (London sites) +» per 1,000 17 11 3 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ea = tT ¢€ 3 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) eae ae 41 10 9 
2$ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) Pet 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi “Stock Facings 

(London sites) ” 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), | ‘White, Ivory, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers A ke a Sas ane oR 64 0 0 

Headers , ree wee . 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats | aes aoe es 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... os a ae 85 0 0 

Double Headers a 77 10 0 

One side and two ends wee ann wae ss 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend _.... ake ae aa a 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints eae == 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over W hite. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 173% for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOCKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
4) | ere ee eae 140 yds. . per yd. sup. 4 4 
wt in... a ae 140 yds. 3 47 
*3 in. (3 cavity) 120 yds. 5 4 
genus BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) se 110 yds. - 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) wii 95 yds. = 6 9 
6in. (82 in. x S$ in.) 1,250 blocks per 1,000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
¢aS | ee ack bey 100 yds. fea «+ per yd. sup. 3 9 
2h in. R 85 yds. sae Pe a 4 4 
3 in. 75 yds. ae aaa Sou s 3 
4 in. 55 yds. Fe oe a 6 5 
C RANHAM 
Due | ave ees se a. ; eee ous Pa 6 8 
eT ree ee see ee “ss be ee < Ls 
<i) ae ee ae se a = ae eg 8 7 
4 in. ee are <e aut mi 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality ad an ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION BLOCKS 
ZI; o0s 150 yds. * wee as Is 6 
3, 120 yds. ae =n x 15 9 

= 1 eee Bee Age 100 yds. he aie ee 16 0 

4 in. : 90 yds. on ree 19 0 
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 


SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. 100 yds. pe ees ue 5 2 
24 in. 80 yds. ve = ee 6 ll 
3 in. 65 yds. aie ane oa 8 1 
4 in. 50 yds. eee Berd es 2 6 
4} in. 44 yds. cee oes a 10 2 
6 in. 33 yds. eae a - 13 8 
” THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS 
2h in. 20 yds. iy 6 ll 
“THERMALITE-Y TONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
3 in. Ses 00 yds. es ; ms 8 3} 
4 in. 75 yds. =F wee % 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. oes se Re 3 5 
6 in. 50 yds. er jee es 16 1} 
8 in. 374 yds. ee eae me 116 
9 in. 33 yds. - a I 4 3 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Tives 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. nse 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads . He : ... per 1,000 33 6 0 
4 in. Go... me ~— ae ans eee ye 35 14 0 
5 in. ee ne one ike ee ce i 42 10 0 
6 in. Go: ... ane sus sae ats ven . 47 17 0 
7 in. = sas ae ate ss a6 sch : 58 ; 0 
8 in. 68 0 
407 <3" x rics Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, 000 multiples 56 13 0 
12" <3" x i” do. do. aS m 64 10 0 
10° x 4” x 3’ do. do. = Hs 71 00 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. ; 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality Pre _ +1174% +130% , 
BSS Best do. ... +10% +1174% +10% + 130% 


Tested Quality... fo 


+374 %4+1178% +374 %+ ft 
BSS Tested do. 


+474%+4+1174% +474%41307% 


DAM 


Hessia 
cut 
deli 
Asbest 
Lead | 
18 in. 
14 in. 
9 in. 
18 in. 
14 in. 
9 in. 


STO 


Bath § 
Mo! 
St. / 





ril 6 1956 





ligt 


oo 
wv 
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£ ¢. é. 
Delivered ex Manufacturers’ Works 
Rest Quality .. +85% +105 % +115% 
BSS Best do. «.. +10% +85% +10% + (65% +10% + ise 
Tested Quality ... +3744%+85% +374%+105% +374% +1159 
BSS Tested do.... +474%+85% +474%4+105% +474% +1154 
3in. Land Drain. “—— - 12 in. ee .. per 1,000 11 O © 
4in. ‘ae " eas ee 14 9 6 
6 in. dO; :.: ies aes ‘a ta ase e 29 19 O 
9in. i —e age ree ne po ind a Sr 3G 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area ‘i ane ... per yd. sup. 3 34 
Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. a § 2 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 lb. per yd. sup. do. | a 
18in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ... cate 1,000 4 12 8 
14 in. . 9 in. do. 7 aus - 0 O 
Jin. X 9 in. do. do ‘ 18 2 6 
18in. X 44 in do. do os 19 2 6 
14in. X 44 in do. do 2 15 49 
Jin. X 44 in do. do ‘ ‘ 10. 5 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park we eae as . per ft. cube 8 0 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — : 9 0 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area , 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area S 3 a 8 3 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R 
Southern Region : eas os 8 3} 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills : : . per ft. cube 3 10 8 
}2in. X 6 in. do. ‘do. eae 2 210 6 
Din. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated S eo 119 0 
12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping es 212 0 
I4in. X 6 in. do. do. aes re ZF @ 
44in. X 9 in. Plinth, Tubbed on top and. face as aa a 2 @ 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... oso per ft. sup. 7 6 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 5 9 
Do. do. fair one — for fair faced 
brickwork ’ : 110 6 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 0 
14 in. 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front «we per ft.cube2 § 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front S 2290 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes _... per ft. sup. 8 6 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district es pee 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district e 50 9 O 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berk shire district 14 1 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 13 18 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 8 0 
Concrete tiles 10$ x 64 S 2 6 
do. Interlocking (498) 19 0 0 
Notrt.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 137 2 4 
2% 12 1l1t 8 O 
22 x il 100 14 1 
20 x 12 94 9 10 
20 x 10 90 8 6 
18 x 10 aoa oe ooo eaé eae ome 62 17 0 
18x 9 wna a = ‘a ae a“ SS 1 6 
16 x 10 a eee <— eee ane eee 49 10 O 
16x 8 ‘ ge lo 3 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality a aaa Ex. — per standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality do. oe £100 to £105 
1 in. Tongued aaa Grooved Flooring do. » £110 O O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. as do. per ft. cube 110 0 
do. Honduras _ do. oii do. ‘es as © 
Oak European do. aa do. a 2 3 6 
do. Japanese do. aa do. a 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. a 117 6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E.... do. sh 315 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. = 15 0 





DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £e ¢ 
13 in. 4 Horizontal oe Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. eee ea He «. each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 im Sas wale tees 0s ms 1b 0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... cea ee aes ‘a 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ye 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deai 
2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... io ae = 29 6 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. 6in. .. a 211 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
226i ROO Gs ee eee = 2-153 
5a rtticn . .- = 5 ‘“ 2 3 6 
SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. * 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . per yd. S26 
1} in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... a oe 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... ee as 8 11% 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... be A 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) a 11 5¢ 


Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 

4 in. Hardboard do. Pe an és aad *» 2 3 <6 
¥s in. do. - aia wi ss 3+ 26 
jx in. Asbestos Flat Building S Sheets * a .-. per yd. sup. 3 8 
4 in. do ; i ee a i 4 10 
Rocking Felt, I-ply Sa ma er aa ais ye | 
ply es ae ad waa ee 2 0 

Best Scotch cir in slabs... se ain -. per¢cwt. 5 0 0 
do. pearl a oe ae daa ‘a S36 
Croid Glue oa aa id --- 28 Ib. 260 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots)... pas aes ... per ton 64 10 0 

do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) ee eas ve 61 0 0 

Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aaa <a .. per cwt. 309 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) “aa ‘iat ‘“ 0 3 
METALS 
STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., Sin. X Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10 in. X 6in. 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths « delivered 
London area eae .. perton 4110 0 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X I}in. 4m.x Win «. ae aed * 310 0 
3in. X 3in. sa ds rest sua eat me 210 0 
4in. x 3in. 10in. x 44in. sia pe oh 110 0 
Sin. X 24in. Sin. X 3 in. as a aa a 115 0 
4} in. x l}ia. Aes ea aaa ree aaa oe 2 2 -@ 
Sin. x 44in. Tin. X 3hin. 13 in. x Sin. me 15 0 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 74in. ee ore aia pe 20 0 
6in. X 44 in. 7in. < 4in. 8in. X 4in. \ 150 
9in. X 41n. 10in. x Sin. aaa <a ‘igi ” 
12in. x Sin. 22 in. x 7in. ae ae a ae 100 
9in. X Tin. 10in. X 8 in. 12in. X 8 in. 
14in. x S5}in. 14in. X 6in. 14 in. X 8in. 
1Sin. X Sin. 1S5in. X 6in. 16in. x 6in. - 10 0 
16in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 18 in. X 7in. 
18 in. X 8in. 20 in. X 64in. 20in. x 7}in. 
Steel angles average price. ... <a ie aa i 43 5 0 
Steel tees average price ae dea iz 445 0 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
.S. Joists cut and fitted ae “a «a0 ‘i 58 10 0 
Compound girders... io aia ia aa ee 64 10 0 
Stanchions a _ ces vee aa tea a 70 0 O 
Compound stanchions. aa “<a pat 745 0 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins » aaa pet a 87 10 0 
Average prices not for aw kward work. 

Angle cleats and § in., } in. and { in. bolts average 
price London area <- percwt. § 0 

Feano-CoNcasts BARS 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
to BSS785ex London Stock j in. diam., and 
upwards i wae axe aad ies uaa ae 42 11 O 
4 in. diam. ... rer ee aa an ...pertonextra8 12 0 
iin Go <.. = ge ee wa Poe Ss 612 0 
+i. do... aca Gag pe a Pa pe 412 0 
Sie Gh xc waa ea ice ae aaa om < ae ee 


MitpD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A + 84% 
ClassB + 194% Light + iyo Malleable List—283% + 40% 
Class C + 363% Heavy + 42 
Black— 
Class A — 144% 
Class B— 23% Light + 214% Malleable List—283 % 
Class C + 114% Heavy + 283% 
C.1. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Sto 
a Nozzles Ends 
3 in. ene aie ada see ee ee 3/3 /114 
34 in. aaa “ia “aa <a a 3/6 /114 
4 in. aed pe oe ans Be | 3/11 1/44 
AMins ae iccus cca eg 4/54 1/74 


5 in. i.) as > ean ea Ce 4/94 1/114 


a 
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B4 Apri 
C.I1.0.G. Gutters PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, et 
; ete, 
3 in. Stop lj ° 
rif ae aay 2 ary th — Ends Delivered in London area. p 
hy ee.) See ee 24 1/14 M.O.H : 
- cos b ven 5/3 1 z All = ili 
4} in. one See 424 1/43 : per doz. . : : Ceili 
sin — ae tee ae i é 3 ; 5 1/74 ee bib cocks Crutch fin, Zin, Tin, Igin. thin 2in se 
ose ou ae . OF 1/114 _ head for iron ie Glos 
os 6/10 310 2 Toilet bib cocks for iron 87/- 128/8 
Per yd. in 6- C.I. RAIN-WATER PIpEs ” 2,3 Screudews son for iron _ se 109/- 158/5 Sao" 
2 in ft. lengths PIPES iewdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 36 
ae oa so ipe mantc ’ oe wo unions for le; . /- 363/- 52 : 
ce mB Boge | Reet qnpunions for lead $9) 133/- 24/4 472 cv rie | om 
1. mee eee tee ae 7/94 4/51 = eavy Croydon ball valves I <0/ 47/6 48/6 67 : 
3 _ me 179 454 1 Plombers ) valves = iy fh f S| OTK 8 Gent 
ag ott 56} 433 umbers’ union brass lead to 7/~ 193/6 312/5 568/38 734/19 —°° § Gem 
we 66 911 ae eee 19/6 23/6 Size. 
eee tee 11/6 canbe er 14 ii marth 38/6 52/10 70/6 5 Raw 
2 in. aoe L.C.C. Coatep Soi Pipes . m7] sid pre — 33). Me ice 3 in. 34 in hie Boile 
2ting pie tate 8/103 6 a ; ri 59/6 92/5 118/10 155:3 
3 in. ie 9/3 he 8 35 Lead P. tr 1} x 6 Ib. ee 4 56/2 7410 915 | Tu 
3b in. — ee 10/5 . ast el ag P. trap with brass cleaning CO lb. 13 x Gb. 2 x 7 Ib. 3 x 7it y 
i - . i ee eae 11/8 10 4 ee Lead S : he oo ©6004 93/ : Soli 
. oo ve 13.3 ads. trap do. : 3 148/10 ees SOlig 
PN, Ronee ere nis 13/34 : baie 90 4 habe 254/3 f 
only. ge Ph xapeer for gutters, rain-water sila oe 4 11,64 16 10 — 111/7 183 3287 aes 
and iomanae ote 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 thot geprs for under 5 cwt. lots oo i ae s R White 
ge allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. pag i 1955, plus 10% aw sin or per Ib. 4 | 
L.C.C. Coate CO ia ai aa : 410 | VAR 
wis 2° Drain Pipes 411 
n 9-fts, ~ : Deliv 
4 in. cwt. qr. Ib. pery Copne ie Copper Tuses AND Sucets : \ 
yong * abe eee 1 1 17 ts ? Bends Branches poy —_ BSS 659 1944 on the basic price & on = 
<i aye 34/- manufacturing extras as follows,’ Minimun’ gure cc lus gtuse | Hard 
ASBESTOS RAIN o1/- 81/9 se a um quantities, 3 ewt. 
All less 173 pe S IKAIN-WATER PIPES aes [ cae 
S 173 per cent. discount ‘SAND FITTINGS Eggsh 
: . sin. x 192 4 ses 
Pipes 6-fi cs a5 " 3 gauge ... 134 ae d. Finest 
Shoes nme per yd. 3 Tit 7. 3 in. 4 in. i Ee ; 4 19 eee wos LE Total per Ib, 59k approx. per ft. ‘ Front 
Single Branches | each oa a 3/10 iy 6/94 1 in. oe os 108 , ; 37 = ar: Japan 
— square or obtuse ... 4/- 4/9 5/8 4/6 isin. x 18 9} 553 343 = 
wan Necks 44 in. proj...” 2/10 3/1 4/- 7H 2 fin: 7 If 553 ‘ » 2 ~ 
4 4 in. proj... 3 4/- 5/8 u Ma » 538 <7 | Berlin 
Oo. 6in. do. A 3 : i 4/6 6 3 Rlted Cogan dieais “i 1} . Via = ” a Tereb 
AsBESsTos O.G. GuTTERS —_ 7 5/1 6/9 plus gauge and oo —_ basic price Bg fom 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths 4in. agg 8 — : per ton 466 < ; Frencl 
Drop ends ‘ ..-per yd. 3/84 4 . Sin. 6in Sheet Zinc ZINC GLAS 
Rien one 7 dir hil 4/114 5/114 — 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots ) 
Angles Z rT 1/- 4/I 4/10 qe a) - ‘ots upwards percwt. 8 16 0 
Nozzles... 5s 3/1 3/7 1/1 1/3 4 gauge (21 SWG) 4 » 8 13 Delive 
Union Clips » 3/- 3/6 -- ; a B ¢: » 8 12 3 18 02z. 
bs 7 1/6 1/9 Brace as ; RASS TUBES 24 02. 
ASBE ! 2/2 ass tubes basic price 5 gauge ; : 
G _—T seins 4 GUTTERS AND FITTINGS sa ingextras... atria gauge and manufactur- pg 
utters 6 ft. length . 3 in. 4 in, 4h j NGS ae ie —_ 32 02. 
om. as 2 — wu +t i i 
pees ends ae _. 2/7 2/10 3 ‘s png ve 
ngles »” { 1 el / 
Nozzles "26 no Wl 13 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES cme 
nion Clips ” < 2/7 2/10 ; 6 Basis selli ice i var 
4 1/1 3/1 4/6 S seiling price in minim : 
1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 or Home Counties. um one-ton delivery to one address in London 
Per ton basis Lead Sheet, Engli 
; om sad Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance £ 
—aoee Crown Merchant Qualit ‘s ae co Soll Fipe 10m coils = ance and upwards per ton 157 15 ri 
. e 1 . ° . e ° Agee eee poe 
Mild Steel Hoops 7) 27 sd or? | eel hy fy gallant "16010 0 
0 ead Gas or Untinned Compo ‘ine ie » 
at 3 6 Extras over Basis for quantities’ une Aes sd 162 10 0 
> Merchant's pay So 1 ee spina “ wwe 
Soft Sheets tock per ton Homa . som 2. per cwt. 2 0 
3 gauge ie en — ‘ squid ie 3 cwt. x : ue o0 
gauge oi oes on aos ae Be »maller quantities tha a . o 0 
on gauge. ee zs . 6 aerehies sheet lead od colsae cs heap a 
alvanised Corrt eae Se ca ae 6 weights and cutting to sizes less th: ess than basis 
20 gauge ane sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 57 18 6 extra according to current ae — 
as cmene ee ee she or 61 Allowance for Old Lead, collected Hoe Town, 
G - gauge ee ra a ag 64 10 ; ton weighed at buyer’s works 0s. Od. pe Minin 
alvanised fl Cc oy se - 
55 aaees at sheets C.R. and C.A.— 69 15 0 Aberdare 
24 gauge — tee 08 one Abingd 
62 0 se g o1 
26 gauge 10 0 PLASTER, etc. Addon 
7015 UV C Paes Afan Val 
ALUMINIU oarse Pink in 1-ton loads Aldeburg 
eo M AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYs Si ee Write and over Delivered on Site per ton i 11 Aldersho 
apite Coars : O. wee Alfre 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wi P a ta do. + A 719 6 Alnwick 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 ance oe, ae per Ib. : d. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton load - dO: ses " 8 : 0 | Altrincha 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SW (36 in. wide) 8} Hydrated Lime / i” ae. . |S . 
Coles strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility = wide) : _ Lump Lime do. ” } 14 6 | Amblesid 
wi e) (24 in ” White Keen's or Pari oO. eae ian ” 6 ‘shat 
h : ey os aos a6 ; ns ian Ce i ‘ 5 Ammanf 
— for flashing 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (12 in. 2 5 — Keen’s or Parian Canent in 4 — _— ” 10 ie ? Andover 
Co be eee Sa een ranite Chips in 6-ton loads ssa ” 1011 9 | Andiset 
trugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 2 10 Hair rie on ou ses re 2 0 Ardingly 
oe tlile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG tility Circular I Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 percwt. 4 1/ he. 
rrugated sheet BS 1470 ity Aisne, ae DETERS yds. and over i ase Board § in. thick 600 ; ? oes 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x jd 3 Utility Industrial eet 1 9 6 1,200 yds n one delivery. Delivered site " jabouts 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 gy’ Aa : 115 Do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick 600 os rile sagt 3 a Athby-de 
mh. ft. x 312 in. x 20 SWG tility Mansard 0 in one delivery. Delivered a oP aes: sien ' per ‘ 
tuded section BS 1476 EIC si = i ,200 yds . xe ag antord ( 
Extruded section BS 1476 simple moulding 4 1 8 8 G Sioa te see ae ° ” 2 11g J Ashford ( 
i : : ++ per Ib. . ypsum Plaster W: eee tee ye ( i 
Extruded section BS 1476 ae diam. round . $ 6 12 ft., ¢ in. thick 7) and 4 ft. wide6to ” Bi roe 
Tubing BS tan BS 1476 HE1OWP Tg oe “A 2 Hg rege Delivered site yes. and over in ons Ashton-ut 
ing 71 TIC 1h i . diam. round ,200 yds. .. ace oo Ae Aspatri 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1} O/ ne — * jai @ Insulating do.""? in. thick 600 yds.’snd ove; ” 2 Sf tee 
. i ; ea S.a i bo 
G ” 6 3 aa Delivered site ae cred <i ‘Axminster 
see - . ; it 
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) pius gauge 
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x. per ft. 16 
+ tee 
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s. d 
466 § 


8 16 0 
8 13 6 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper +06 wee ote eee eee 
Washable Distemper aes te aes ee 
Paint’ . 
pl ce’ ment paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) 5 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ons 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots i in 1 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ke eg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. 
SUNDRIES. 

Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... <a 

do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... ee 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ; : 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ; Sea oi 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. a wns see 
White Lining Paper : “ce ase 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Qak Varnish, Outside or Inside __... ace 
Oak Pale Copal a an 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 

Crystal Paper Varnish do. 

Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 

Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan. 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles, free)... 

French and Brush Poush (do. ) 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary es Quality. Cut Sizes 


2402. 45 ” ” ” ” 
- = % ” ” ” ” 9 
‘i “Rolled Plate... a ak eee 
jin. and 3 in. Rough Cast . aoe << aes 
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Per ft. super 
d. 





s. 
per cwt ; 5 é ¢ in. — Rolled and Cathedral, Standard eugene 
iii Ite ‘ 10 
per gal 3 - do. Standard Tints eer eas Pe ber aa 1 5} 
per past 311 0 do. Special Tints ... ae aia a a 2 114 
a te 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
wet 92e liam” OS OS 1 34 
per gal. 3 : 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast... a i ge ae 1 3% 
pew, ; 0 Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
ain - ae P.B.2 54x $2 x 33 in. 2 11 
per gal 17 3 P.B.3 i x 7} > 3% in. ; 4 5 
= 79 P.B.32 74 x 74 x 3¢ in. 4 5 
= ry Corner Blocks | to match » with— 
5 64 P.B.2 ia a 726 
. 4 8i P.B.3 _— 7 0 
i 6 10 P.B.32 = i I + 70 
: Zz @ 4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality Per ft. super 
, Pp 
per Ib. a6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. eee ses see 5 ey 
per piece ol ” ” pa 5 ft. sup. 45 
as = re 45 ft. sup. § 4 
a 9 2 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates wieatinn 100 ft. 
eel al 112 6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Pst Ss 118 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one vlasied or 135 in. 
o 200 both ways ... oes wi 8 4 
” 4 0 0 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto ope ll 3 
i 4 14 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 
” Po 5 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. , SUP. prices on application. 
- 5 0 0 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
a 112 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
” : : The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
” 15 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
rs 18 0 te Minimum Per ft. sup. 
is 2 32 6 Description of Glass quantity s. d 
118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q. aaa ae es = --» 3,000 44 
- 24 02. a oa ee _ ee ... 2,000 6} 
2602. « - “ae ¥en Gea on -.. 2,000 8 
32 oz. “sa pee a ..- 2,000 11 
Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Plate sa ... 1,000 8 
s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and “Cathedral Standard 
6} Patterns, White aa 1,000 8 
8} 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
1] and Spotlyte.. 1,000 11 
i 2 fs in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or "Rough Cast 2,000 11 
10 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. a . eo. 2,000 1 Of 
, 3 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... a — ost aa Es 
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AS FROM FEBRUARY 6, 1956. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






























































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
RUONONE hice cu ycztcasccceessens A ssificati Bridgnorth MB ..........008 Al 
Aberdare ....... ae Grade Classification. A Fy a = Bridgnorth RD ... ++ A2 
Abergavenny ay Craftsmen ... oes 4/1 {U3 Is Bridgwater... Al 
Abingdon ..... .A2 Labourers as 3/64 3/6 3/54 Brierfield... cay 
re ass eer a MB ..... ee 
Addlestone ... eee . ae righton& Hove .. aaa 
Afan Valley .... pay Town. Grade. sities Grade. Town. Grade. Bristol District ani” 
Aldeburgh .......... oe PRUE 5. sis ccschackiaeians A2 IOI +: i Sie esata anda DR,» scsustisintinstiimieia A Broadstairs ......... .A2 
Aldershot District . mo PASO: niinvisveccccccsansans A2 Bedlingtonshire UD ......... Blackwell RD . Bromsgrove UD ey 
Alfreton’ UD ...... — NINE “ccnnicnscanssccnamaiuete A Blandford ........... A2 Broughton, Flint ae 
Alnwick UD wenn Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD ‘ Buckfastleigh ...... ---A2 
Altrincham .... uA NE ss cescamccttuantin A2 BN RAEN” dcscucranecdasinexsen A Blidworth _...... A Buckingham .... ey 
Amble .......... PAR Bakewell UD scolte OO eee ae |, 2 A Buckley ...... wes’ 
Ambleside .. Be Banbury _....... ree Berkhamsted ae * Bodmin ........... «wan ETS .A2 
Amersham ..... Bangor .... .A2 Berrington _........ Al Bognor Regis Peery Burnham-on-Crouch -A2 
Ammanford Barnard Castle UD A Berwick Borough A Boldon UD A Burnham-on-Sea ... A2 
Andover .......... Barnoldswick UD A Beverley MB .... A Bolsover UD A BORNE on cccnccese A 
Anglesey, Isle of Barnsley CB A Bewdley MB.. A Bolton ....... A — \ a ew 
Ardingly ... Barnstaple _......... AZ Bexhill-on-Sea A2 Boston MB . ie” DMD isiccascscnasegocan A 
Arundel , eal Barrow-in-Furness ..........+- A Bideford ...... hia Bourne End .............. ce i St. Edmunds . Al 
| | SOROS ae Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ..A2 Bournemouth District ...... A De ES A 
Ashbourne RD .. ae (exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay ..... esoele BRAGRIOG DED 6. cccscaccsescccee A2 IDE odes nesadecscansesduasseas Al 
Ashbourne UD ...........+0+ A2 WE a ccccnge ss cesetiecasan dened A eae ney Bracknell ........ ey S| 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD cecil Bradford CB ......... nee 
Ashby Woulds UD by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe....... ae Bradford-on-Avon -.-A2 Caermarvon _ .......ccccccccses A2 
Ashford (Kent) ...........0+08 Se Al Bilston MB .... — ' ID a vsinsesssescssazans Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
Ashford (Middlesex) ......... | ens ey Birchington «ia Brandon & Byshottles UD A Citar VaIRRe ..0ccccecaccoscces A 
Ashington UD ........ “s Batley MB “<cen Birkenhead ......... fanee Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District .........A2 
L | gS te TRMIRNIOT | is2s cascacceece .Al Birmingham CB ....... oot Breconshire, County of ... $A2 Cambridge ............. ey 
Ashton-under-Lyne eaed Beaconsfield District . vou Bishop Auckland UD......... A yy ee A2 Cannock UD .. ceil 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... reset = * Bishop’s Stortford ......4....- A Brentwood ma ae Canterbury ..... -A2 
Atherstone RD Beccles wane .A2 Bishops Castle MB... -A2 Bridgend ............ om Nae icici cdnacgeristintenduad A 
Attleborough 7 ini Bedale RD ... ae CO een meer Bridlington MB ... pee Cardiganshire,County of “— 
MEMO 66 cs scn ct ccseestecs BEE. acuictneeerateeaceinaes A CO eee A Bridlington RD Al GEE Faraccccucetagecdnctusconi 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 









































































































































Town. Grade. Town. Town Grade. Town. Grade. Town. 
SRarmncuiaae At | tame Lichfield’ Mis 5 | ‘ee. | oe 
— ¢ e ‘ ie ord Haven wadlincot bits 
> eens at ama .Cnty of JA2 a UD... Lincoln CB .... aA Penmaenmawr . sven Swaffham hence 
a _— — meet ‘ Liskeard ........ . -A2 Penrith UD ..... Swanage District . 
se ~~ - a int oon Littlehampton soe PPELIZANIOG: © a'scnsvsis scssiescess A2 Swansea 
er! = poe a “ olkestone ... on Liverpool .... bd Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District 
= es ~en-le-Frith me Frinton ...... ot I Al ern Regional portion) ...Al Swinton UD 
reel acescarororss 4 BUMMINS ose. escvsnpencasoosucers ree 4 oo, Llianelly este “A LD soarer mag EO A2 
WD oosse cae e anfairfechan ............... ickering ..... .A2 Tamworth M 
— District a aleve OPED vcssecrenvas A —— peace AR a roe wae A Taunton — r 
custesetnebiescoscess@ie | ASRURENOMICCE...,,... oa —_ re : one a 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD A Gillingham (Dorset) .........A2 QR ERUOD 2005 sss0nc5> cece cers A Pontypool & District . - Freie mi <2 
crmutors BES adh Gillingham ont) eae soil Lave Abe res tet ae ...A2 Pontypridd District .........A Teignmouth ney 
+ sooner a ore ooo. ury er - ne |.) ree A Porthcawl A Tewkesbury ..... Al 
aw A ee reenact oe pone ee < Seren ll " Tess nveinen ni 
SOIOREET cc sascesssssce A Gloucestershire, Cis. GF HAD Loxton ... ‘A2 Port th Thi: og wea A 
| seca ag a UD A Godalming ; Ludlow MB ee) Port Talbot sap nN Thocke _: nh 
Chesterfield MB . A Goole, MB .. Ludlow RD : ta Preston ....... A Thurrock UDG Area" 
Chichester : "AD Nloo K) pa eng a al oe _ wit North of to ae 
ichester ........... AZ fF  REOOID) coecccsccserccnscsvsssvsdh | Gee ORRRIS. .;... se ey pocaavevevevassevanda ilbury ... 
es Norton.. ..A2 an = Lyneham (Devon).. er re A2 Todmorden MB 
ipping Sodbury _......... A2 Grantham MB . scsi MOWOAMENR.  ascccyccvoccusvocsassoat A Tonbridge 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- On ae A Torquay ........ 
— ee and vananat™ . Grays Thurrock UD Area...A Macclesfield " Radnorshire, County of {tA2 Totnes 
=) eee eS reat Yarmouth ..........<.:+. A CCIESTIEID ase eenssesensees errr A2 i 
Cesacester <2 Grimsby CB.......... occ oo A Raunds UD. WA Sronbiias 
orley........ . Grimsby RD (part) . mee. aidstone .... woe A Rayleigh ..... ae 
Clacton ........ Al Guildford District ............ A2 Maldon oo Al endien ‘A TTOEO  -v0es, 
Clay Cross UD A Maltby UD . A | RedcarB % | Hees : 
Cleethorpes MB . A | Halesowen MB ...............A | Malton UD. AQ | Redditch UD" = ee oe 
Clevedon ..... Al Halifax CB .. A a UD . Al Redhill & Reigate . A Ulverston ............ A 
Cleveleys ; A Halstead = oy v) eee small a Rhondda Valley ...... A Uppingham (Saiop) "h 
= heros as aresfield Al 29 MB 7 Richmond B (Yorks) rye. Uttoxeter RD ..... ; 
—— LA aa - cond aa nem ona re) aa he ag steeeeeeeeees —_ Uttoxeter UD..........cceseres 
Colchester .......... ak Harrogate MB.. mer Margate ...........ccccoseseeres A2 Rochester _...... AI 
NE io ooocesce ak Hartlepool B .. oe < Market Harborough RD...A1 Ross-on-Wye __..... A2 Wakefield CB 
Colwyn Bay . AI Harwell ....... av: Market Harborough UD ...A Rossendale Valley ............A Wakefield RD . oA 
Congleton .... Al Harwich ... ey Market Rasen UD............ A2 Rotherham CB .... ey Wallsall CB..... wA 
— UD ... _ ere = 2 + move sdesceserc a a ga Scenes Al ee B.. . 
onway ....... 1 re .A2 | Maryport ...... : u fs PPT WN A el na " 
CorbyiUD.........+0005- A Hatfield (Herts) GN Matlock UD A Rugeley UD”. AL Walton-on-Naze 
Cornwall, County of. A2 ESS eres ay Melksham .............. A2 Rushden UD conse Ware ......0eeeeeeee 
Corsham District A Haywards Heath .A2 Melton Mowbray UD ......Al Warminster 
Coventry CB ... A Heanor UD ........ A Merionethshire ............... A2 Warrington ..... 
Cranbrook .. Hemel Hempstead .... ar a A Saffron Walden _............ A2 Warwick MB .... 
Cranleigh Henley-on-Thames “A2 Mexborough UD A St. Albans ....... eawae Wednesbury MB.... 
Waseda A2 Middlesbrough CB . ax St. Austell . RY 3 Wellingborough UD . 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA2 Middleton .......... A St. Helens A Wellington UD .......... = 
rraeatay Sc A2 Middlewich A St. Neots. wy Wellington (Somerset) ... 
ras Hertford ......... gory Mildenhall ........... 2 porwr cd -A2 — (Norfolk) .........0. 
ee eee Al Hexham RD .. aa Milford Haven UD ......... Al a ee a A2 ells (Somerset; . 
Crook and Willington Hexham UD ... seals eee hea ee a seeees oe A2 ben ali sesee — 
scesouetesdivenebbos dente A Heysham ...... ee onmouth—Borough of... Soe ee ave Sapbit (tinea dye he 
Crowborough Heywood .............. aA Monmouthshire............... Al Saxmundham West Bromwich CB. 
Cuckfield.......... ¥ Higham Ferrets MB aN Morecambe _..... nA Scarborough MB.. Westbury 2... 
ROMER, 655s dcestssaxeetetes High Wycombe ..... eS Moreton Valence A2 Scunthorpe MB ....... Westcliff-on-Sea 
Hinckley UD A NADUIEY osc sicecasis ee Seaford & Newhaven...... Westerham ............ 
ee i Bich ....... ix Morpeth B ... ie REIDY WD ccccccascesss wea West Hartlepool CB ......... 
Darlington CB ............... A Hoddesdon . ee Morpeth RD sock Sevenoaks nae Westmorland (except 
ee ‘ an Hotveeil’ =... aN Mundesley ...........s0..c00ee- A2 Shaftesbury r MOTIONED ciccancsansivsidaers A2 
ace Horley ........ “A2 Sheerness .... 4 Weston-super-Mare 
loa 6: Horncastle UD 1 A2 ea Shetield: MB .. - 
one > Nantwich _...... A Shepton Mallet . aha a 
Deal ~ spam semg meer ed . : 
se Pg eet tee “See se x Neath & Valley ae Sherborne ....... BP land Bill, excluding Port- 
Derk rae = Bee Eeieenedi CB mee en sone Shipley... ee land Stoneyards) ......... At 
ietees seeeeenes oo aes ae oe | ore Newark MB. soak Shoeburyness woah Whitby UD Al 
- sree eae a Hunstanton ....... “A2 ee .A2 Shoreham .......... < Whitby RD . 
tan CB Huntingdon (Staffs)............ x Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A Shrewsbury MB .. veh Whitehaven : 
Didcot . Newcastle-under-Lyme ee A Sirhowy Valleys .. ee Whitley & Monkseaton UD A 
Di COL seeeveee Ik MB New Forest District ......... Al Sittingbourne .... ..A2 Whitstable and District ...A2 
Don teeeee CB mee likin OD ttt eeeeeeeseneeeenens A Newmarket ......... A Skegness UD . Al Li ere A 
ve pyovdeSeebessanbas : <- sees A Newport, Mon. .. ney Skipton UD... ay Widnes .... 
war ereeagad A oor Ea a a re Newport Pagnell 5 DHEALOED WII) 0555. c00e serene Al Wigan 
BG ceceeeeeeecereeeeeeeeees s sheppey + Ae Newquay .......... = Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton .. 
Dorset, County of (except- Isle of Thanet..... -.A2 Newton Abbot . District ..... ay Wilmslow ........ 
- — Swanage and . _ of Wight .. »A2 Normanton UD . Smethwick CB . TA Wilts. County of.. 
vimborne Al) ...ssceeeeee Az TACOMbE oo. eseeseeeeeeeee A2 Northallerton Distr Snettisham ....... .A2 Wimborne ....... 
Dover .............. A2 Northallerton UD SONG UD .....0.0<00s pee Wincanton AZ 
EPOVECOOUNE _..0s.cennesosevsene> A DGBETE Soinccikcecipstecesed ee A Northampton CB . “a Somerset, County o! A2 Winchester ....... ay 
a magy 4 5 sate = : North Shields ........ oS Southampton and Windermere . -A2 
rigg arleto . Bpighley MIS oc cscsccccecsveves A North Walsham IID iesivenesnnsintaxsesduse A Wisbech ....... AZ 
song al vonsee A LO re aN Northwich ........ Southend-on-Sea Dist.......A Witham: .......... Al 
Dudley , uA Kenilworth UD... ay Norton Radstock . SGUUHDOKE .<.cessssesssees ey Withernsea UD wel 
Dunstable uA Kettering MB ...... ea Norwich <........... South Shields CB ask Woking .......... Al 
DORR: BB ocesccseccasevesesese A Keynsham ......... JA Nottingham CB ... es Southwold _....... .A2 Wokingham ......... A2 
Kidderminster MB............ A INOHEACOR MB) sscssseccherses Spalding UD .. Al Wolverhampton CB .......A 
INANE: isisavaviccesersacey A Kingskerswell ..... ret | Stafford MB... ee Wolverton District ... 
Glam. & Mon. Val kiseeks A King s Lynn coves aol OxihaniRD s.c0.. 0 A2 Staines ....... coe Woodbridge ......... 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton . Al > Stamford MB 1 Woodhall Spa UD 
East Kesteven RD - Rackham ..<:s000950« % Oakham UD .. + A2 Stantonwick ... sath Woodstock 
East Retford MB... ie Knaresborough U  * — = -A2 Stevenage .... a Worcester CB ... 
Eastwood (Notts) U A KasGOEd. scsesccsecticceees A oe - Stockport ........- ays Workington ... 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A Ormakirk ape” ae Stockton RD ........ oa Worksop MB 
Edenbridge : LANCASIE \....-500ss00asesseceec¥e A One Hokus sir Stockton-on-Tees B.. oA Worthing .........+++ 
. = oes Leamington MB «oi Onvieste y 5 Stoke-on-Trent CB .. aie + ahr ee (incl. Cefn).. 
aevlen caspian ay ioe Leatherhead chk Oundle tub" wr Stoke Orchard ...... Al Wroughton 
Evesham MB oon Leeds CB ....... uA Oxford aire Stourbridge MB .. on A Wylam ......s0006: 
ena gprcnonee ie — _ ee “—_ CORA oe ee Al Stourport UD ... “ae Wymondham 
EEIOUE. - .ccoscrescesssvnsssen eicester "A aa se, enero tere GLOWMAPKCE 2.250. s00506 A 
Leighton Buzzard Al Stratford-on-Avon MB..... A YAte  serssessrereceresrseneneers 
RRDUCRITARIND s/s svncbonvvecwanees A2 Fe osae Padstow Stroud (RD Area)..........+. Al Yeovil Borough . oo 
Falmouth .. ove Leominster Re Paignton , Sunderland CB .. nee Work Ce wccscoss oe 
Fareham Letchworth PAC utes Sunningdale ayy Ystalyfera...........sccssceseee A 

















For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 2)d.; Labourers, 3s. 8d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 24.; 
Labourers, 3s. 74d. +Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 

Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 2}d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


craft processes, 2s. 103d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 2 2 
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April 6 1956 


New London Buildings 


EXTENSIONS TO HOTELS.—Three of 
London’s leading hotels, Grosvenor House, 
the Dorchester and the Westbury, have 
announced plans for enlarging their 
premises. Grosvenor House is to have an 
addition of 92 bedrooms, to be built on 
the site of 35, Park-street; the architect is 
Professor R. D. Russell, of the Royal Col- 
lege of Art. Four new roof garden 
suites are being added to the Dorchester 
Hotel, Park Lane; the architects are W. 
Curtis Green, Son and Lloyd. 

A large new wing is to be added at the 
Westbury Hotel, which stands at the 
corner Of Bond-street and Conduit-street, 
and which was opened in March, 1955. The 
wing will include banqueting rooms, a public 
Jounge larger than the present one and 30 


yedrooms. The architect is Michael Rose- 
nauer, FRIBA, who designed the main 
building. 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE DEVELOPMENT .— 
A plan for a new block of offices to be erec- 
ted at a cost of £1,750,000 on a site bounded 
by the Hyde Park Hotel on the east and 
Wellington Court on the west, has received 
LCC planning permission. The architects are 
Messrs. Guy Morgan and Partners, of Lon- 
don. 

Beneath this large block of offices, which 
will embody a 150-ft. high 15-storey tower, 
will be a road which will pass beneath the 
main building to provide a new gateway into 
Hyde Park by linking up with the round- 
about of the proposed south orbital road. 
Plans for the building, which will have a 
basement garage for 135 cars, have been 
approved by the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission. 


PROPOSED WESTMINSTER OFFICES. 
—Provisional planning permission has been 
given for a new six-storey block of offices 
to be erected at the south-west corner of 
Smith-square, Westminster. Construction 
will be in red brick and Portland stone and 
the design will be compatible with the other 
buildings in the square. ‘The site is bounded 
by Tufton-street on the west and Romney- 
street on the south and as the land was 
originally marsh, it was at first thought that 
piled foundations would be necessary. Blue 
clay has, however, now been found at a 
depth of 14 feet. 


The whole building will comprise some 
920,000 cubic feet and provide 47,600 sq. ft. 
of office accommodation on the five lower 
floors. One basement floor will provide an 
underground garage of 6,000 sq. ft. Archi- 
tects: Gunton and Gunton, of Empire 
House, St. Martins-le-Grand, EC1. Con- 
tractors: Humphreys, Ltd., 187, Knights- 
bridge, SW7. 


QUEEN’S THEATRE, W1.—The Queen’s 
Theatre, Shaftesbury-avenue, W1, is to be 
teinstated after war damage, for Globe and 
Queen’s Theatres, Ltd. The architects are 
Messrs. Westwood, Sons and Harrison, 
FF.RIBA, 46, Baker-street, W1. 


THE “HOLBORN” SITE.—Building of 
the new £750,000 office block on the site of 
the Holborn Restaurant, Kingsway, for Site 
Improvements, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
SW1 (Fitzroy Robinson and Hubert A. 
Bull (F/L) architects; quantity surveyors, 
Gardiner and Theobald), will start shortly. 
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The builders are Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1. 

SUBURBAN THEATRE TO BE FLATS. 
—Stoke Newington borough council has 
decided to acquire the Alexandra Theatre, 
Stoke Newington-road, and to erect 29 flats, 
6 shops and 20 underground garages on the 
site at an estimated cost of £79,360 to plans 
by Messrs. Howes and Jackman, FF.RIBA, 
1, Verulam-buildings, WC1. 


COACH STATION EXTENSION.— 
Messrs. Elliott, Cox and Partners, 172, 
Buckingham Palace-road, SWI, are architects 
for an extension to the London Coastal 
Coaches station which is to be erected on 
the site of the Russian church adjoining. 


LCC 
Surplus Land 


Lapy PEPLER asked a question of the chair- 
man of the Housing Committee and the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, at a meeting 
of the Council on February 7, regarding the 
disposal of lands acquired by compulsory 
acquisition which are later found to be sur- 
plus to requirements. 

Mr. W. G. FISKE, who replied, said: 

“There are very few instances where 
housing land is surplus to requirements, 
but in such cases it is the Council’s prac- 
tice to invite offers, whether for sale or 
lease, by public advertisement. This satis- 
fies the requirement of the Housing Acts 
that such land shall be sold or let at the 
best price or for the best rent that can 
reasonably be obtained, having regard to 
any conditions imposed.” 


GROSVENOR-LAING, LIMITED 
Merger to Promote Annacis 
Island Development 


GROSVENOR EsraTEs and John Laing and 
Son have entered into an agreement to asso- 
ciate as equal partners for taking mutual 
advantage of opportunities for the develop- 
ment of land and property at home and over- 
seas. The parent company is to be called 
Grosvenor-Laing (Holdings), Limited. 

The first activity of the association will be 
the continued development of the Annacis 
Industrial Estate in British Columbia. Mr. 
G. K. Ridley, of Grosvenor Estates, who 
announced the agreement on Febrpary 8, 
said that 14 properties had already been 
leased on the island and 50 concerns had 
applied for factory space. He expressed 
apprehension, however, as regards the lack 
of support for the project from the United 
Kingdom. Of all the firms interested in the 
project only two were British; the other firms 
coming from Canada and the United States. 
It is feared that if British firms do not come 
forward quickly it may be too late to do so, 
judging by the response from North Ameri- 
can firms. It is expected that when the pro- 
ject is completed it will have cost in the 
region of £85m. 


Local Loans Interest Raised 


The Treasury have announced that loans 
advanced to local authorities from the 
Local Loans Fund will, as from March 24, 
carry the following increased rates of inter- 
est:—For not more than five years, 5% per 
cent. (previously 54} per cent.); from five 
years to 15 years, 5} per cent. (53); more 
than 15 years, 54 per cent. (5}). 
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BUILDING CENTRE, TORONTO 
Opportunities for UK Trade 


A BUILDING MATERIALS DISPLAY CENTRE 
has been opened at 12, Shuter-street, 
Toronto, Ontario. The President is Mr. 
A. R. Craig, and Professor Eric Arthur, MA, 
FRIBA, Head of the School of Architecture, 
Toronto University, is a member of the 
Board. 

The Centre has facilities for the exhibition 
of products, staffing of three display floors 
and of documented inquiries and distribu- 
tion of exhibitors’ literature. Either wall 
or floor space is available, and rates can be 
obtained from the Export Services Branch, 
the Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theo- 
bald’s-road, London, WC1 (ref. E & F 
144/56), who would be pleased to lend a 
copy of a descriptive brochure to inquirers. 

Several United Kingdom firms are already 
showing. The Centre insists on exhibitors 
being able to supply the Canadian market, 
to maintain adequate stocks in the country 


and to be able to give service to Canadian 
industry. 


DAMASCUS TRADE FAIR 
British Pavilion Designed 


THE FEDERATION of British Industries is 
organising for the first time a United King- 
dom pavilion at the forthcoming Inter- 
national Trade Fair at Damascus from Sep- 
tember 1 te 30. The pavilion has the sup- 
port of the Board of Trade, who will have 
a stand. It was designed by Mr. John 
Lansdell, MSIA, and will cover an area of 
about 20,000 sq. ft. The Damascus Fair 
is the only annual trade fair in the Middle 
East. It has become an established centre 
of trade for all the Arab countries, and last 
year it attracted one million visitors. 


COVENTRY’S NEW SCHOOLS 
“ Intergrid ” Construction 


COVENTRY CORPORATION has accepted a 
recommendation of the City Architect that, 
in order to provide accommodation in the 
time available, the Tile Hill Wood Secondary 
(Comprehensive) School should be of “ In- 
tergrid” construction, and have agreed to 
suspend standing orders to allow the ap- 
pointment of Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., who are the 
only contractors for this form of construc- 
tion, as the builders. The Corporation has 
also approved a recommendation that Alles- 
ley Hall Primary School and the primary 
school at Henley-road should be in “ Der- 
went” timber construction “in order again 
to ensure the construction of the schools by 
the time they are required.” For these pro- 
jects Vic Hallam, Ltd., Nottingham, have 
been nominated as the sub-contractors for 
the supply and erection of the ‘* Derwent” 
components. 


MowW Poster 


The Technical Information section of the 
Ministry of Works has produced a wall 
sheet entitled “ External Renderings.” It is 
the third in a series of visual aids for the 
building industry. It describes and _ illus- 
trates six types of mortar renderings and 
where each should be used. The poster 
can be obtained from MoW Regional Tech- 
nical Information Officers or at Room 239, 
Lambeth Bridge House, SE1. 
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OVERSEAS - 





(From Our Own Correspondents) 


AUSTRALIA .—The Rio Tinto Company, 
the British mining concern, is to develop the 
Mary Kathleen uranium lease in NW 
Queensland, Australia. A new town is to be 
built near the mine. This will be situated 
near Mount Isa, where a treatment plant is 
to be erected. 


BRAZIL.—The United States will lend 
Brazil $35m. to expand her big steel mill 
at Volta Redonda. The loan will be made 
through the Export-Import Bank and will 
enable the mill to increase its ingot capacity 
from 650,000 tons to one million tons 
annually. 


BRAZIL.—The Heavy Industry Commis- 
sion has been discussing the possibility of 
establishing a heavy electric industry which 
would produce generators, condensers, 
power-transformers and circuit-breakers of 
up to 220,000 kilowatt capacity. The com- 
mission is drawing up a report which envis- 
ages the construction of a number of large 
factories to carry out the plan. . . . Owing 
to the phenomenal growth of population and 
industry in Sao Paulo State the supply of 
power has been quite outstripped by the 
demand. The present installation is not more 
than one million kilowatts. Studies for a 
State Electrification Plan have now been 
drawn up by the Governor of Sao Paulo’s 
technical advisers. These studies foresee 
the need to instal plant to produce 1,857,000 
kilowatts during the next ten years. It is 
believed that the work to be undertaken will 
call for the expenditure of US $200m. in 
foreign exchange to begin with and a further 
$300m. over the ten years. The plan has 
now to be approved by the Legislative 
Assembly and may well be modified in the 
process. However, it is likely that some 
large-scale development will be carried out. 


CEYLON.—The Government’s negotia- 
tions for the construction of an oil refinery 
near Colombo are nearing completion. The 
annual output will be 1m. tons. 


GREECE.—Plans have been announced 
for projects connected with the tourist in- 
dustry. This now finalises schemes which 
were drawn up in the past for new hotels 
at Argistoli, Zante, Skyros, Poros, Navarino, 
Thasos, Samos, Portaria, Monemvassia, 
Meterra and Hosias Lukas Monastery. In 
addition énlargement of hotels in existence 
is to be carried out at Delphi, Navplion and 
Zagora. As part of the same programme 
work is to be undertaken in connection with 
the construction and repair of roads to 
tourist sites and improvement of facilities 
at watering places. . . . The Economic De- 
velopment Finance Organisation has granted 
loans for the building of hotels in Athens 
and for the construction of a modern 
tobacco store-house. 

MALAYA.— Departing from the usuai 
policy of building houses for hire-purchase, 
the Federation Housing Trust has decided 
to put up low-cost houses and flats for sale 
at an initial cost of £350,000. It is under- 
stood that 350 two-roomed houses and 90 
units of two-roomed flats in five-storeyed 
blocks will be built. It has been decided 
that 150 houses and 30 flats should be built 
in Kuala Lumpur, about 70 houses and 30 
flats in Penang, and 30 houses and 30 flats 
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in Malacca in addition to 100 houses in 
Petaling Jaya. . . . Work is to begin soon 
on the new Radio Malaya Studios. They 
will occupy the top floor of Federal House. 
When completed the premises will include 
three general studios, four talks studios, 
three continuity suites and an auditorium 
to seat 250, in addition to a main control 
room and recording and listening rooms. .. . 
The PWD of Singapore expects to have an- 
other 54 new primary and secondary English 
schools ready by the end of 1957. Under 
its present programme, started two years 
ago, the department has already completed 
and opened 18 schools; work on a second 
group of 18 has started and should be ready 
in 1957. The third growp of 18 is expected 
to be completed by the end of 1957 and the 
whole programme is estimated fo cost nearly 
£2m. The PWD’s building programme for 
medical services amounts to £500,000 of 
which £400,000 will be spent on four new 
six-storey blocks at the Tan Tock Seng Hos- 
pital in Singapore. A £40,000 hostel for 
student nurses is also to be built... . The 
Singapore City Council has passed plans put 
forward by the Singapore Building Realty 
Company for a £300,000 project to provide 
houses for middle and lower income groups. 
Seventy-four two-storeyed terrace houses are 
to be built as well as 40 semi-detached 
bungalows and 80 low-cost _ terrace 
houses. .. . The Adult Education Council in 
Singapore is to build a cultural centre to 
foster local artistic talent. The centre which 
will be built at a cost of £50,000 is to be 
ready by the end of next year. The PWD 
is dealing with the actual construction 
work. ... Three tenders have been submitted 
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for building and operating a television 
station in Singapore. Tenders received were 
from the Cathay Organisation, Rediffusion 
(Singapore), Ltd., and Shaw Brothers, Ltd 
The matter was to be discussed in the Legis- 
lative Assembly at an early date, . 

The Bayan Lepas Airport in Penang is to 
be expanded early next year at a cost of 
£80,000 to bring it up to Class D Standard 
of the International Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion. When completed the new airport wit} 
have a runway 4,500 feet long and 150 feet 
wide. A new catch-water drain is to be 
built and a new bridge will be erected at 
the junction of the new Batu Maung-road. 


TURKEY .—The Meat and Fish Combine 
of Istanbul is to expand its development 
programme. Plans for the future now in- 
clude 50 additional refrigerating plants 
three meat canning factories, three fish can- 
ing factories, a can manufacturing plant, 
and 16 food factories. . . . The American 
firm Arondy Pharmachemical Corporation 
is negotiating for the establishment of a dye 
factory with an annual output of 600 to 650 
tons, primarily to meet the needs of Turkey’s 
textile industry. . . . It is reported that a 
German firm has suggested a joint project 
with the Istanbul Electricity and Tramways 
Administration for the construction of a 
cable and copper wire factory. . . . The 
Turkish Pension Fund is planning to build 
a tourist hotel with 180 rooms at Izmir. The 
hotel is to be managed by the German firm 
Max Billing. . . . The Association for the 
Preservation of Historic Monuments has de- 
cided to destroy a part of the Istanbul city 
walls which has no historic value to clear 
a site for an International Exhibition. 


VENEZUELA —The total cost of works 
inaugurated this year amounts to over 
£100m. Over £21m. has been allocated for 
public buildings, £12m. for housing, £46m. 
for transport, and the remainder on tourism 
and agricultural improvements. . . . The 
Venezuelan newspapers have carried stories 
announcing a £10m. scheme for a telecom- 
munications link between a.. .nain cities and 
towns. The first stage costing £3m. is for 
a link between Caracas and Valencia and 
Caracas and Ciudad Bolivar. “Me 
General Tyre Company announces that it 
is to build a new factory in Valencia for 
flooring materials, and plastics. Goodyear, 
Ltd., is to build a $16m. tyre plant at Valen- 
cia as well. . . . The Quaker Rubber Cor- 
poration of Philadelphia is studying plans to 
build a plant in Venezuela for rubber pro- 
ducts such as conveyor belts and hose 
pipes. . . . Shell are to construct a new 
gas pipeline 285 kilometres in Jength from 
La Paz west of Maracaibo, to the Cardon 
refinery for completion by 1957. It will cost 
over £6m, 


Granite, USA 


*Mr. L. S. Taylor, manager of Miller 
Wholesale Granites, 602, Park-avenue Build- 
ing, Detroit 26, Michigan, is exploring the 
possibilities of selling imported granites in 
the USA. Mr. Taylor is seeking information 
concerning granites quarried in the UK and 
other granites that night be obtainable from 
Commonwealth sourees. Details requested in- 
clude quarry capacities, colours, availability, 
time required for delivery, and wrought 
stock block dimensions and weight Sup- 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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pliers interested in this inquiry should write 
by air mail direct to Mr. Taylor at the firm’s 
Detroit Office, quoting prices in US eurrency 
cif Duluth, Minnesota and cif Houston, 
Texas. It would be appreciated if they 
would copy their initial correspondence to the 
British Consulate, 1259, Guardian-building, 
Detroit 26, Michigan, so that the inquiry 
may be pursued. 

Further inquiries in this country to Chan- 
cety 4411, ext. 776, quoting ESB/27735/55. 


Pneumatic Hoists, India 


*The Director General of Supplies and Dis- 
posals, India, has called for tenders for three 
Atlas Diesel pneumatic hoists type MLT-31F 
with chain and geared driven trolley; 
mounted capacity 3,200 lb. or similar. Tender 
documents may be inspected in Room 805 
of the Export Services Branch, Lacon 
House, Theobalds-road, London, WC1. 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
738 or 771, quoting ESB/2985/56. 


Tendering in Trinidad 


Trinidad Government has announced that 
foreign firms will not in future be allowed to 
tender for major engineering and construc- 
tion works. This was announced as a 
decision of the Executive Council by the 
Ministry of Labour, Commerce and Indus- 
try as the result of a Dutch firm of contrac- 
tors in Curacao registering for the tender 
documents in connection with the proposed 
$3m. swamp road scheme and 7-storey 
Government office block. It is considered 
that sufficient experienced building and en- 
gineering contractors exist in the Colony to 
meet all future needs. 


Airport Terminal Building 

*The Tasmanian Press have recently pub- 
lished the following regarding a new Ter- 
minal Building at Hobart Airport, Tasmania: 
“A modern air passenger terminal is to be 
constructed at the airport for the Depart- 
ment of Civil Aviation. Plans have been 
prepared by the Commonwealth Department 
of Works and it is expected that tenders will 
be invited early in the new year. The build- 
ing will be two-storeyed, of steel frame and 
brick construction, with an observation plat- 
form to accommodate 2,000 people while 
watching airport operations. Passenger and 
airline accommodation will be on the ground 
floor with kitchen, buffet and toilet facilities. 
The first floor will be operations and 
meteorological offices. The building is to 
be centrally heated.” 

At the present time no additional informa- 
tion is available from the Export Services 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 


Economic Reports 


*The Export Services Branch of the Board 
of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, 
London, WC1, have published Economic Re- 
ports of the following countries for the 
months of last year that are indicated in 
parentheses (also in parentheses are the refer- 
ence numbers and telephone extensions): 
Syria (November- December, CRE/3791/55, 
ext. 7658); Norway (November, CRE/ 
3975/55, ext. 2260); PARAGUAY (November- 
December, CRE/3899/55, ext. 2023); IRAQ 
(December, CRE/22/55, ext. 7829); Ecypr 
(December, CRE/1631/55, ext. 7561); and 
UniTED STATES OF AMERICA (December, 
CRE/ 2648/55, ext. 2021). 

Further telephone inquiries to Trafalgar 
004 quoting the appropriate reference num- 
ers, 
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CARIBBEAN BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Barbados.—Despite a financial set-back 
due to hurricane “Janet” in 1955 the 
Government still plan to spend $40m. on 
major development in the next five years. 
There is a shortage of bricks in Barbados, 
and the Government housing scheme at St. 
Philip is held up due to this. 


British Guiana——A contract for the con- 
struction of 644 working-class houses at 
Ruimveldt, near Georgetown, has been let 
for $14m. to H. A. Amo a local contractor. 
This estate, the largest in the Colony, has 
been designed by the Planning and Housing 
Department. 


Dominica.—The Government propose to 
use $931,200 of their Commonwealth De- 
velopment and Welfare grant for the com- 
pletion of the Transinsular, Eastern Coast, 
and Layou Valley Roads. Further funds 
will be used to build a new primary school. 
Positive action is being requested by the 
public on the proposed new airfield for 
Dominica. Architect is Robertson Ward, of 
Mill Reef, who has the scheme at sketch 
plan stage. 


Jamaica.—A Farm Improvement Author- 
ity, and an Engineering Branch to carry out 
irrigation works, have been set up under the 
Director of Extension Services. These new 
Branches will be directly responsible to the 
Minister of Agriculture... . The new Mon- 
tego Bay airport terminal building is to be 
constructed at an _ estimated cost of 
$1,920,000. This has been. announced by 
Sir Hugh Foot, the Governor, who also re- 
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viewed progress on the $12m. scheme 
for runways and terminal buildings for 
Palisadoes. Architects, Norman and Daw- 
barn, FRIBA, 5, Gower-street, WCl. .. . 
The bauxite processing plant at Lydfors, St. 
Anns, is to be expanded by the addition of 
a rotary kiln, and an overhead tramway ter- 
minating in new _ storage facilities at 
Ochorios. This was announced by Rey- 
nolds Jamaica Mines, Ltd., who estimate 
the work will take 10 months. . . .Mr. Bruce 
Laurie, general manager in this area for 
Crompton Parkinsons, has said that his com- 
pany has chosen Kingston as headquarters 
for Latin America and Caribbean. . . . Bitu- 
minous Cutbacks, and road oils and emul- 
sions to be exported to the Caribbean 
islands will be made by the Shell Co. (West 
Indies), Ltd., at their Kingston factory. The 
plant is to cost $720,000. . . . Government 
have approved the expenditure of $1,550,000 
as the first part of a $5m. water scheme in 
the parishes of Kingston and St. Andrews. 


Puerto Rico.—The Civil Aeronautics Ad- 
ministration in Washington has allocated US 
$500,000 for improvements to San Juan In- 
ternational Airport at Isla Verde. The air- 
port was opened in 1955. 


Tobago.—A $350,000 luxury hotel for the 
Caribbean Development Company is to be 
built at Crown Point to designs by Anthony 
Lewis, FRIBA, on 25 acres of land leased 
from the Government. 


Trinidad—The Maracas Beach Road is 
to be constructed as giving access to a beach 
development site. Plans for new buildings 
are by Anthony Lewis, FRIBA, 6, Wain- 
wright-street, St. Clair, Port of Spain, Trini- 
dad. The quantity surveyor is W. S. Perry, 
ARICS. . . . The water mains extension pro- 
gramme for 1956 is to cost $900,000. En- 
gineers, Howard Humphreys & Son, Port of 
Spain... . A plan to reclaim the Cocorite 
Swamp to provide 1,100 domestic building 
lots has been put to the City Council by 
Mr. P. P. Collens, Port of Spain builder 
and estate developer. .. . The Economic Ad- 
visory Board have agreed to the setting up 
by a group of businessmen of a $1m. com- 
pany to make concrete blocks on a mass pro- 
duction basis. The organisation has applied 
for “ Pioneer” status. 





Colombo Plan Exhibition, 1957 


*The Second Colombo Plan Exhibition 
will be held at Colombo, Ceylon, during 
February and March, 1957. The Exhibi- 
tion will demonstrate what Ceylon has been 
able to achieve during the past 25 years, the 
kind of assistance that has been made avail- 
able and the possibilities of future develop- 
ment in the event of the Colombo Plan 
being extended for a further period. For 
further details telephone the Exhibition and 
Fairs Branch of the Board of Trade at 
Chancery 4411, ext. 421, quoting E & F 
715/55. 


Economic Position, Australia 


*The Senior Trade Commissioner, Can- 
berra, has prepared a report of the trade 
and economic position in Australia in 1955. 
He mentions that there are many opportuni- 
ties on development projects for United 
Kingdom contractors, including further 
work in connection with the Snowy Moun- 
tains Scheme. For more details telephone 
Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2612, quoting reference 
CRE/2377/56. 
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New and Simplified Planning 
Grants 


A REVISED and simplified system of 
““ planning grants to local planning 
authorities were introduced on April 3 as a 
result of new regulations issued on March 
29 (Town and Country Planning (Grants) 
(Scotland) Regulations, 1956, HMSO price 
4d.). 

Under the new regulations, grant will be 
payable to local planning authorities for 
the present local authority year ending May 
16, 1956, at a standard rate of 50 per cent., 
with special rates of up to 75 per cent. for 
open space and, for a limited period of 
from five to eight years, of 9 per cent. for 
war damaged redevelopment areas. 

Planning grants are paid by the Secretary 
of State to local planning authorities to- 
wards losses incurred by them, in the ac- 
quisition and clearing of land for redevelop- 
ment, and in the payment of compensation 
resulting from action taken by them under 
the Planning Acts. 

The new regulations replace those made 
in 1950 under which grants were payable 
according to the financial resources of local 
planning authorities and at varying rates 
for different periods. 

The revised system has been introduced 
to encourage the redevelopment of central 
urban areas by authorities who under the 
old system qualified for a low rate of 
grant because of their relatively high 
income. 


Slum Clearance 


A GOVERNMENT WHITE Paper, published 
February 29, revealed that there are about 
113,500 unfit houses in Scotland which 
should .be demolished or closed, according 
to returns submitted by local authorities. 
The figures for Glasgow and Edinburgh are, 
however, not complete and 12 smaller local 
authorities have not yet submitted returns. 
The local authorities estimated that 116,000 
could be repaired. 

It was also estimated that about 127,500 
new houses would be required to meet the 
needs of occupants of houses closed or 
demolished, and relieve overcrowding in re- 
paired houses. 

By 1958 37,000 unfit houses are to be 
demolished or closed, and a further 450 in 
clearance areas are to be retained and made 
more habitable by local authorities pending 
demolition. 

NEW BUILDINGS 

Aberdeen.—Plans approved by the Corporation for 
new Prim. Sch. at the Mastrick housing development 
site. Council A: George M. Keith (F), Broad-st. 
Offices, The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Cambuslang.—Lanarkshire Council are to prepare 
plans for a new home at Busheyhill. A: Samuel 
MacColl (F), Planning & Architectural Dept., County- 
bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dundee.—Plans prepared by the architects of Bett 
Brothers & Co., Ltd., 9, Commercial-st., Dowanfield. 
Dundee, have been approved for 34 houses at 
Winifred-cres. housing development sites. 

Edinburgh.—Plans approved for two schemes (est. 
cost £110,000); one of houses, shops and garages at 
Comiston housing development site: the other a 
scheme ef reconstruction at Patersons-close tenements, 
Bank-st. Council A: A. Steele (A), Municipal- 
bldgs., Parliament-sq., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for new Prim. Sch. at 
the Arden housing development site. A: John Macnab 
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(F), Education Architectural & Planning Dept., Bath- 
st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—MoW have been granted a site at Castle- 
milk for new telephone exchange. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for 40 two-apartment 
houses at Dunagoil-rd., Castlemilk Unit. A: Archi- 
bald G. Jury (F), Housing Planning & Architectural 
Dept., Glasgow Cross, Glasgow, EC1. 

Glasgow.—Plans for the Archdiocese of Glasgow 
Park Circus, Charing Cross, approved for new 
Catholic Church and Presbytery at Prospecthill-rd. 
A: Thomas S. Cordiner (F), Blythswood-chbrs., West 
George-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for school at Garth- 
munnock housing development. A: Alexander B. 
Campbell (A), 128, Elderslie-st., Glasgow, WC3. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for Fullwood Co., 
Ltd., Mossend, for block of buildings at Coatbridge. 
A: Gowie & Miller (F&F), Oakfield-chbrs., Calder- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by the architects of 
Whaltings, Ltd., 10, Ward-cres., Glasgow, WC3, for 
new industrial buildings at London-rd., Carmyle. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new buildings at 
Viewpark, Oddingston. A: Weddle & Thomson 
(F&A), 216, Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Newarthill.—Plans in hand for new Prim. Sch. at 
the Yett Farm site, Loanhead-rd. Council A: 
William L. Watt (F), Planning & Architectural Dept., 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Shetland.—Plans approved by the Department of 
Health for Scotland, for new general hospital (est. 
cost £250,000). A: Architectural Staff of The North 
Eastern Regional Hospital Board, Albyn-pl., Great 
Northern-rd., Aberdeen. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 6, 1956, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; Labourers, 3s, 64d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d, 
Ist Fe es “x ae 44 il 
2nd. " vs aoe 59 10} 
3rd e : 50 89 10 
4th ere ‘ .. 663 119 9h 
Sth 75 134 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 


probationary period) 6} 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ; oe we 
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FUTURE 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 9. 
tBristol City C.—14 traditional 
houses at Bonnington Walk, Lockleage. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tPrescot UDC.—28 aged persons’ flats, Grosvenor- 
td. Gornall, Kelly & Ptnrs., architects, 155, The 
Albany, Old Hall-st., Liverpool, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by May 4. 


three-bedroomed 
City A. 











UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Slythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Central 2291/5 


APRIL 10. 
+Basildon UDC.—37 three-bedroomed houses at 
Hickstars-la. housing site, Billericay. E&S, 108, High- 
st., Billericay, Essex. Dep. £2 2s. 
tHeston and Isleworth BC.—{1) six flats at Gumley- 
td., Isleworth; (2) six aged persons’ bungalows and 
conversion of existing house into flats at Hanworth- 


trd., Hounslow. Boro’ E&S, 88, Lampton-rd,, 
Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
APRIL 14. 


**tDurham CC.—PC items, etc., to various schools. 
County A, Durham. 

*+ Hertford RDC.—16 houses Hockerill, Watton- 
at-Stone. Dep. £3. Tenders by May 4. 

APRIL 16. 

*tBristol Corpn.—School kitchen and dining-room, 
Southville. City A. Dep. £2 2s. ‘ 

*tNorthampton CB.—Stripping and re-slating roofs 
of farm buildings and cottages at Home Farm, 
Delapre. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNorthumberland CC.—Fire stations at Seahouses 
and Belford. County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. 


APRIL 17. 
*Bournemouth CB.-—-24 houses and 8 flats, West 


Howe estate, in six contracts. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
each contract. 
NO DATE. ; 
*Crawley Development Corpn.—780 dwellings, 


Tilgate, Stage III. Chief A, Broadfield. 
*Dagenham BC.—Various housing contract works. 
K. Lauder, TC. 
*North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. 
—Occupational therapy clinic, Goodmayes Hospital, 


Essex. Sec., Ila, Portland-pl., W1. 
*Wallasey CB.—119 dwellings. Site P.6, Moreton. 
Boro’ A. 
PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
APRIL 12 


*Edmonton BC.—Materials and sub-contracts for 
housing schemes. Se 


APRIL 20. 
*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 194 houses. 
L. D. Saturley, Housing Manager. Dep. £1 1s. 
NO DATE. ; 
*Uxbridge BC.—External painting 644 houses. BS, 
263, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 14. 
+Peterborough Joint Educati ittee.—Sub- 
contracts for heating and hot water supply_installa- 
tions for (1) extension of Peterborough Technical 
College and (2) new Eastholme sec. mod. sch. for 
girls. Chief Education Officer, Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. Tenders by May 25. 
APRIL 16. ; 
Ashburton UDC.—4,400 lin. yds. 12-in. and 6-in. 
spun-iron, bitumen-lined steel and concrete pipes, 
manholes, etc., between Ashburton and Buckfastleigh, 
Devon. Harvey, McGill & Hayes, Ccl’s. constg. 
engrs., 8, Richmond-rd., Exeter. Dep. £3 3s. : 
Uttoxeter RDC.—380 lin. yds. 12-in. dia. granite 
concrete pipe sewers; 1,715 lin. yds., 9-in. and 610 
lin. yds. 6-in. dia. glazed stoneware pipe sewers, 
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concrete tube manholes, sewage disposal works, etc., 
at Abbotts Bromley: Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, 


engts., 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 
5s. 

7” APRIL 18. _ 

. Bucks CC.—Earthworks, partial reconstruction, 


jaunching and channelling in concrete, grading with 
tarmacadam, drainage and ancillary works at bend 
of London-Birmingham trunk road, A.41, at New- 
house Farm, for length of approx. 500 yds. County 
§, Walton-st., Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 20. 

Kent CC.—Four-span bridge in reinforced and 
prestressed concrete to carry Canterbury-rd. over 
Ashford by-pass, ancillary roadworks on approaches 
and accommodation works. County S, Maidstone. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Clapham.—FLATs.—Six flats and eight cottages are 
to be built on the Clapham Park Estate (est. cost 
£42,730) by the LCC. 

Lambeth.—Fiats.—Site in Windsor-grove to be 
used by Lambeth Council for 54 flats, most of which 
with two or three bedrooms. 

Lewisham.—DweLLincs.—The Council is to in- 
clude in the redevelopment of Lee Church-st., a block 
of 16 dwellings. 

Poplar.—MAISONNETTES.—LCC propose to build a 
19-storey block containing 90 maisonnettes. Also in 
the same scheme at Tidey-st. will be 340 other dwel- 
lings in four-, three- and two-storey buildings. Total 
cost of scheme is estimated at £1,284,000. 

St. Marylebone.—OrFice BLock.—A modern office 
block is to be built in Marylebone-rd. for the London 
Bible College to plans prepared by Clifford Culpin & 
Ptors., 3, Southampton-place, WC1, and estimated to 
cost £230,000. 

St. Pancras.—FLats.—Council plan tq build a block 
of flats 17 storeys high in Regent-sq. 
Walthamstow.—F.Lats.—BC is to build 46 flats at 
The Drive; 12 flats at Lea Bridge-rd./Shernhail-st.; 
24 flats at The Clock House; 28 flats at Oatland-rise/ 
St. Andrews-rd.; 54 flats at Vallentine-rd.; and 18 
flats and nine garages at Wood-st. 
Woolwich.—ScHooL.—Plans have been approved by 
the LCC for a secondary schgol on the new housing 
estate at Abbey Wood (est. cost £500,000). 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


_Aberdeen.—Building work for new Scottish tele- 
vision transmitting station at Rosemarkie: *Alexan- 


der Hall & Son (Builders), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., 
Northfield, Aberdeen. 
Aberdeen.—198 houses at Summerhill housing 


scheme. A: G. M. Keith (F), Broad-st., The Castle- 
gate: *Alexander Hall & Sons, Ltd., Granitehill-rd., 
Aberdeen. 


Aberdeen.—Reconstruction of Bridge of Don: 
fate Murray & Co., 255, Bath-st., Glasgow, 


Armagh and Dungannon Joint Waterworks Board. 
—New Seagahan dam. (Constg. engrs., Munce & 
Kennedy, 133, University-st., Belfast.) *Farrans, 
Ltd., Belfast, £599,555; P. A. Baines & Sons, Cum- 
berland, £629,350; Jas. McMullen & Co., Lisburn, 
£649,891; Geo. McCauley & Co., Omagh, £664,673; 
R. J. McLeod, Glasgow, £665,768; J. White & Co., 
Belfast, £680,136; Reed & Malik, Ltd., Salisbury, 
£716,343; Societe de Construction des Batignolles, 
Paris, £747,081; T. Lowe & Sons, Carryduff, £764,404; 
A. E. Farr, Ltd., Wilts, £810.532; R. Pattison Nutt 
& Sons, Londonderry, £837,945. 

Ashford.—Canning factory at Willesborough for 
Batchelor’s Peas, Ltd., Sheffield: *Christiani & Niel- 
sen, Ltd., Rommney-ho., Tufton-st., SW1. £1,250,000 
est. 

Ayrshire—60 houses at Bank-st. development 
scheme, Irvine. A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, ‘Palmer- 
Sston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh: *William Cairns & 
Co., Ltd., 2, Friars Court, Irvine. 

Barnsley.—New sec. tech. sch. for EC: *Direct 
labour, £203,045. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—75 houses and 20 flats at North 
Walney estate for TC. *Direct labour, £130,969. 

Bath.—Works for City C: Shops, flats and maison- 
ettes at High-st., Twerton: tE. Mortimer & Sons, 
Lid., Bath, £38,956; 42 dwellings, 8 shops and 8 
garages at Bradford-rd., Foxhill: tT. F. Brain & Co., 
Bath, £82,199, 

Bexley, Kent.—Works for TC:—28 maisonettes at 
Sheldon estate: tGregory Housing, Ltd., 21, Farn- 
combe-rd., Worthing, £37.064; 84 dwellings at Halcot 
No. 3 estate: tJ. Anderson, 57a. High-st., Onping- 
ton, £119,380. 

Birmingham.—Works for City C:—108 maisonettes 
and 96 flats at Wychall Farm estate, *Wates, Ltd., 


£487,355; 54 maisonettes at Kitwell Farm estate, 
*Wates, Ltd., £127,122; 4-form entry mixed mod. 
sch. at Bromford-rd., Hodge Hill, *Thomas Lowe 


& Sons, Ltd., £196,453. 

Blackpool.—Erection of North Shore sec. mod. 
sch. for CBC. Boro’ E&S: *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., 
Elm-st., Fleetwood, £142,412. 
Bletchley.—134 houses at Rivers estate. E&S: J. F. 
Smithie, MIMunE: *Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44, 
Aylesbury-st., £214,848. 
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Bootle.—124 dwellings at Park-la. estate for BC: 
*Direct labour, £165,456. 

Bournemouth.—Underground garage with shops, 
offices and flats above at Richmond-hill for Odin 
Property Co., Ltd. A: A. G. Anderson & Ptnrs., 
1, Soberton-rd., Queen’s Park: *George Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, W6, £300,000. 

Bradford.—424 dwellings, 16 shops, recreation 
centre and 30 garages at Woodside estate, Halifax-rd., 
for CBC: {Direct labour, £674,150. 

Bradford.—Works for City C. Six houses and 
shops at Eccleshill South estate and three houses and 
shops at Eccleshill North estate: tH. Johnson & Sons 
(Farsley), Ltd., £28,895; 164 ‘‘ No Fines ’’ dwellings 
at Parkside estate: {George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
£254,712 (revised tender). 

Brighton.—68 houses at North Woodingdean estate 
for CBC: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., 19, Bristol- 
gdns., Brighton, 7, £107,797. 

Camberley.—Factory and offices for Sharples Centri- 
fuges, Ltd. A: John Bickerdike, DA (A), 88, George- 
st., Portman-sq., Wl. QS: Leitch & Samuel, 9a, 
Sackville-st., Wl: *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., High- 
way Works, Maidenhead, £48,859. 

Canterbury.—Traditional houses at Hales-pl. estate 
for City C. City A: *G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., 
Widred-rd., Dover, £103,731. 

Cardiff.—Wales Empire Pool at Woods-st. for City 
C. Oscar Faber & Ptnrs., constg. engrs.. 1, Worley- 
rd., St. Albans. R.c. superstructure, *Davies, Middle- 
ton & Davies, Phoenix Works, Caerphilly-rd., 
Cardiff, £90,746; supply and erection of steel roof 
trusses, *T. C. Jones & Co., Ltd., 2, Pier Head- 
chbrs., Bute-st., Cardiff, £29,989. 

Chatham.—80 houses at Weeds Wood estate and 
22 houses at Wayfield estate for BC: *K. A. Hawkes, 
Ltd., Minnis-rd., Birchington, £140.039. 

Crawley.—721 dwellings, 98 flats and 91 garages 
at Tilgate, Stage 11, for DC. A: H. S. Howgrave- 
Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI. QS: Gardiner & Theo- 
bald: *G. T. Crouch, Ltd., Sutherland Ho., Surbiton- 
cres., Kingston-on-Thames, £1,220,459. 

Croydon.—86 dwellings at Duppas Hill-er., for 
CBC: *Wates, Ltd., London-rd., Norbury, £203,325 
(subject to Ministry approval). 

Dudley.—158 dwellings at Saltwe'ls estate for BC: 
*Hy. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Eccles- 
. South, Sheffield, £246,925. 

Dumfries.—1 houses at Lochside development 
scheme. A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., 
Westend, Edinburgh: *Athol Houses, Ltd., 29, Park- 
circus, Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, C.3. 

Dundee.—Extensions to Fintry, Balerno and Black- 
shade infts. schs. and erection of St. Columba’s RC 
prim. sch. for EC: *Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., 
Filton, Bristol, £136,238. 

East Kilbride.—394 houses at Murray site for De- 
velopment Corpn. Chief A: F. C. Scott (L): *George 
Wilson (Stonehouse), Ltd., Loch Park Works, Stone- 
house. 

Essex.—Erection of new Mid-Essex county tech. 
sch. for CC: *V. G. Selwood & Co., Ltd., 86, Broom- 
field-rd., Chelmsford, £215,635. 

Gateshead.—208 houses at Loblvy Hill estate for 
CBC: *William Leech, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£285,561. 

Gloucester.—199 ‘‘ Easiform ’’ dwellings at Matson 
estate for City C: *J. Laing & Sor, Ltd., Mill Hill, 


Great Britain.—In addition to their new offices in 
Baker-st., W1, now under construction by Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., to plans by T. P. Bennett & 
Son (F), 43, Bloomsbury-sq., WCi, the Metal Box 
Co., Ltd., have recently placed the following con- 
tracts: new factory at Rochester. A: Booth & Lede- 
boer (F). 14, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WC2, *Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
SW1, £700,000; extension to factory at Speke, Liver- 
pool. A: Ormrod & Ptnrs. (F), 49, Rodney-st., Liver- 
pool, 1, *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
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£327,000; new factory at Botcherby, Carlisle. A: 
S.N. Cooke & Ptnrs. (F.), 34, Harborne-rd., Edgbas- 
ton, Birmingham, *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, 
NW7, £450,000; and new factory at Westhoughton. 
A: S._N. Cooke & Ptnrs. (F), *Wm. Townson & 
Sons, Bolton, £700,000. 

Grimsby.—Second phase of College of Further 
Education for CBC: *J. H. Thompson & Sons, 
£125,307. 

Halesowen.—102 houses at Furnace Park estate for 
BC: *Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., Coseley, Staffs. 


Helensburgh.—96 houses at West King-st. for BC. 
Burgh S: *A. Traill & Son, 78, East Prince’s-st., 
Helensburgh, £150,349. 

Helston.—105 houses and 25 garages at rear of 
Coinagehall-st. and (Nenage-st. for TC: *Selleck 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., Hill House, East-hill, St. 
Austell, £208,749. 

Kensington.—Substructure of new London air ter- 
minal of British European Airways at Cromwell 
Curve, S. Kensington, for London Transport Execu- 
tive: *William Old & Co., Ltd., 433, Perrin-rd., N. 
Harrow, £300,000. 

Kensington.—129 flats, 4 maisonettes, one shop 
and maisonette, one lock-up shop and 12 garages at 
Treverton-st., for Royal BC: ¢ Leslie & Co., Ltd., 
Kensington-sq., W.8, £352,374 (reduced tender). 

Leeds.—202 traditional dwellings at Belle Isle 
estate, Area 5, for TC: *Hall & Dudley, Ltd., 221, 
Woodhouse-la., Leeds, £248,630. 


Leicester.—264 Easiform flats at Mowmacre Hill 
estate for City C: tJohn Laing & Son, Ltd., £394,190. 

Liverpool.—Works for City C:—First instalment of 
City College of Technology: *Hy. Boot & Sons, Ltd., 
Heysham-rd., Liverpool, 10, £353,047; 26 dwellings 
at Brownlow Hill for City C: tDirect labour, £47,500 
(subject to MH&LG approval); rebuilding of bombed 
Brown Library in William Brown-st.: *Tysons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., £401,769 (subject to loan sanction). 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts noti- 
fied since our issue of February 10:—Warwicks: Build- 
ing work, *J. Emlyn Williams, Ltd., 163, Victoria- 
td., Aston, Birmingham, 6. Yorks: Building work, 
*Plaxtons (Scarborough), Ltd., Seamer-rd., Scar- 
borough. WN. Ireland: Building work, *J. Kennedy 
& Co., Society-st., Coleraine, N. Ireland. Ross- 
shire: Laying pipe line, *Wm. Tawse, Ltd., Carse, 
Inverness; tarmacadam roads, *Kings & Co., Ltd., 
Duncraig-st., Inverness. _ Monmouthshire: Asphalte 
work, *The Western Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Asphalte House, St. Mary-st., Cardiff. Kent: 
Steelwork, *Whessoe, Ltd.. Darlington; piled founda- 
tions, *Concrete Piling, Ltd., 10, Westminster Palace- 
gdns., Artillery-row, SW1; internal painting, *Clark & 
Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old Town, SW4. Hants: Steel frame- 
work, *Wm. Dibben & Sons, Ltd.. Lower William- 
st., Northam, Southampton. Middx: Asphalte roof- 
ing, *Val De Travers Asphalte, Ltd., 21/22, Old 
Bailey, EC4. Lincs: Cable trenching. *Sangwin, 
Ltd., Sculcoates-la., Hull. Ross: Laying asbestos 
cement pipes, *Alexander Sutherland, Ltd., Main-st., 
Golspie, Sutherland. Fife: Site works and founda- 
tions, *Colin Morris & Son, 7, Preston-cres., Inver- 
keithing. Hants: Hardwood block flooring, *Vigers 
Bros., Ltd., Broadway-chbrs., Ludgate, EC4. Kent: 
Sanitary work, *Kemp Bros., 8, London-rd., Newing- 
ton, nr. Sittingbourne. Hants: Asbestos cladded steel 
frame building, “Wm. Dibben & Sons, Ltd., Lower 
William-st., Northam: building work, *John Hunt, 
Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value £500 
or over for week ended Feb. 4:— 

Building work—*Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., Ply- 
mouth; *Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44, Aylesbury- 
st., Bletchley, Bucks; *R. Fielding & Son (Builders), 
Ltd., Stanhope-rd., Blackpool: *Shipman & Son, 
Ltd., Newlands Drive, Reddings, Derby; *George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Fenwick-terr., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne: *Haymills (Contractors), Ltd.. 
Hanger Green, Western-ave.. W.5; *F. Shepherd & 
Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. Extension of run- 
way—*Kings & Co., Ltd., 19. Woodside-cres., Glas- 
gow, C.3. Artificers’ work—*Haymills (Contractors), 
Ltd.. Hanger Green, Western-ave., W.5; *John Mow- 
len & Co., Ltd., 91. Ebury Bridge-rd., S.W.1. Paint- 
ing work—*G. A. Fryer & Son (Warrington), Ltd., 
212. Manchester-rd., Warrington. Resurfacing work 
—*Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., Bank House, 286, 
Pentonville-rd., N.1. 

Week ended February 11: Artificers’ work: 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge; 
*Downing Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Site Office, New 
Ward-rd., Ward Barracks, Bulford Camp, Wilts; 
*Fred- Pearson & Co., Ltd., 32, Cemetery-rd., Don- 
caster: *J. Darhon & Co.. Ltd., 77, Ladywood-rd., 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 16. Repairs to heating: 
*Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 94, Exchange-bldg., New- 
st., Birmingham, 2. Building work: *Middleton & 
Co. (Blackpool). Ltd.. Beacon Hill, Haughton, E. 
Skerne, nr. Darlington; *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Hulton, Walkden, Manchester; *Sadier & Sons, Rich- 
mond-rd., Ipswich: *Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., 51, 
Norfolk-st.. Cambridge; *G. Chessman, Ltd., Scotter- 
rd., Scunthorpe; *Thomas Broad. Ltd., Graham 
Works, Graham-rd., Malvern; *Sir Lindsay Parkinson 
& Co., Ltd.,- Lindsay House, 171, Shaftesbury-ave., 
WC2. Civil engineering: *Robt. M. Douglas 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 395, George-rd., Erdington, Birming- 
ham. Week ended February 18:—Artificers’ work: 
*Michael Thompson (Public Works Contractors and 
Engineers), Ltd., Petterel-rd., Upperby, Carlisle. 
Inspection heating pipes: *The Eagle Star Insurance 
Co., Ltd., 30/32, Moorgate, EC2. Building_work: 
*Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Ventnor House, 
London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk; *F. W. Briges & 
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Son, Ltd., 408, High-st., Gateshead-on-Tyne; 
Wirral, Ches; *Ellis Thompson & Co., Ltd., 
st., Louth, Lincs; “Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44, 
Aylesbury-st., Bletchley, Bucks; *C. Jenner & Son, 
Ltd., 5-9, Bouverie-rd., E. Folkestone; (2 contracts), 
*A. Richmond & Sons, Ltd., West-st., Retford, 
Notts. Week ended February 25:—Artificers’ work: 
*F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Invicta House, Wants- 
ztd., Dagenham, Essex; *Howe & Bishop, Ltd., 
Crown-bidgs., Claredore-st., Portsmouth. Installa- 
tion of ovens: *Thomas Collins & Co., Ltd., St. 
Werberghs, Bristol, 2. Building work: *J. M. Jones 
& Sons, Builders, Litd., Highway Works, Maidenhead, 
Berks; *James & Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington, Salis- 
bury, Wilts; *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 
Walkden, Manchester; (2 contracts), *George Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., W6; *Unity Struc- 
tures, Ltd., 35, Tavistock-sq., WC1; *Gage Communi- 
catfons Engineers, Inc., Kingston Blount, Oxfordshire; 
*Roy & Partners, Ltd., 25, Cross-st., Manchester, 2. 
Drainage: “Rogers Bros., Ltd., Walton House, 
Felixstowe. Week ended March 3:—Artificers’ work: 
(2 contracts), *Ellis Thompson & Co., Ltd., 1, James- 
st., Louth, Lincs; *J. H- Hill & Sons, Ltd., Heather 
Park-dr., Wembley. Building work: (2 contracts), 
*Woodcock Marshall & Co., Ltd., 2, Westbourne- 
gr. Mews, W1; *Farrans, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., W1; 
*Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe-rd., Stoneferry, Hull. 
Civil engineering: *Tarmac, Ltd., Ettingshall, Wolver- 
hampton. Building work: *Roy & Partners, Ltd., 
25, Cross-st., Manchester, 2; *T. Ringham & Co., 
Ltd., 4, The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19; *McCor- 
mick & Davies, Ltd., Willaston Estate, Douglas, IloM; 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge; 
*Willcocks & Stephens, Ltd., Lower Polsham-rd., 
Paignton, Devon. Week-ended March 10:—Build- 
ing work: *W. J. Simons, Ltd., Gordon-rd., West 
Bridgeford, Nottingham; *J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 
239, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., London, SW1. Artificers’ 
work: *Hobbs & Knight, Ltd., Lynstone, Bude, 
Cornwall; “R. Corben & Son, Ltd., West Borough, 
Maidstone; *Ward & Godbehere, Ltd., Smithfield-rd., 
Uttoxeter, Staffs; “Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., Ply- 
mouth; *Sandy & Co., 2. North Walls, Stafford; 
*William Harbrow, Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe New-rd., 
London, SE16. Builders’ work: *Matthew Hall & 
Co., Ltd., 26, Dorset-sq., London, NW1. Week 
ended March 17:—Painting work: *N. Harris & Sons, 
Ltd., 150, Cheapside, EC2. Artificers’ work: 
*Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton-st., Cambridge; 
*F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool; *Sandy 
& Co., 2, North Walk, Stafford; *John Carnegie & 
Son, Ltd., 35, Seafield-rd., Dundee. Building work: 
*Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger Green, 
Western-ave., W5. Civil engineering: *A. Monk & 
Co., ‘Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. 
Week ended March 24th:— 

Building work: *Bosworth & 
Daventry, Northants; ‘*Haymills (Contrs.), Ltd., 
(two contracts), Hanger Green, Western-ave., W5; 
*Leslie & Co., Ltd., 80, Woodland-rd., Darlington, 
: *Kyle Stewart (Contrs.), 338, Kilburn 
6; *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Coronation- 
bidgs., Little Hulton, Walkden, Manchester; *Stepney 
Contractors, Ltd., Grove Hill, Beverley, E. Yorks; 
*Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe-rd., Stoneferry, Hull; 
*A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd. (two con- 
tracts), Weyhill, nr. Andover, Hants; *Gregory Con- 
struction (Yorks), Ltd., Gordon-chbrs., 15, King-st., 
Huddersfield; *Walter Lawrence & Co.. Ltd., 
Ventnor Ho., London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk. 
Artificers’ work: *Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 
Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks; *Mitchell & 
Struthers, 60, John Finnie-st., Kilmarnock, Ayrshire; 
*F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. 
Heating and ventilation: *Benham Son, Ltd., 66, 
Wigmore-st., W1. Resurfacing work: *North Lons- 
dale Tarmacadam, Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield. 
Heating (central): *J. M. Jones & Sons (Builders), 
Ltd., Highway Works, Maidenhead, Berks. Civil 
engineering: *Highways Construction, Ltd., Iddes- 
leigh Ho., Caxton-st.. SW1. 

London (British Railways), Eastern Region.—Erec- 
tion of wagon repair shop, roadways, modification of 
sundry buildings, etc., at Temple Mills, Leyton, new 
marshalling yard: *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, 
Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent, £151,895.—Foundation 
works and provision of temporary accommodation at 
Cannon-st. station for Southern Region. Constg. 
engrs., Freeman, Fox & Ptnrs., 68, Victoria-st., SW1: 
*Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, Craven-st., WC2. 

London CC.—New cty. sec. sch. at Camden-rd., 
Islington: M. J. Gleeson & Co., Cheam, £174,321; 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster, £169,975; 
Stewart & Ptnrs., Ltd., St. Marylebone, £168,950; 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham, £168,444; 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster, £167,861; Wm. Moss & 
Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood. £167,138: W. J. Simms, Sons 
& Cooke, Ltd., Westminster, £165.631: C. Miskin & 


Wakeford, Ltd., 


Sons, Ltd., St. Albans. £162,500: *Rowley Bros., 
Ltd., Tottenham, £160,589. Architect’s comparable 
estimate is 159,804. F 


London CC.—Alterations and additions to Woolver- 
stone Hall sec. boarding sch. for boys nr. Ipswich. 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Cambridge .. £266,662 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Norwich 


F. R. Hipperson & Sons, Ltd., Dagenham 254,883 
Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Ipswich .. Se 9,963 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Manchester 247,593 
L. L. Sadler & Sons, Ipswich .. .. 242,959 
George A. Kenney & Sons, Ltd., Ipswich.. 241,381 
V. A. Marriott, Ltd.. Ipswich .. .. 238,432 
*Rogers Bros., Ltd., Felixstowe 226,950 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £237,575. 
London, EC4.—New office building at Cannon-st. 
for ‘* Financial Times ’’ and St, Clements Press, Ltd. 
A: Sir Albert Richardson, KCVO, PRA, and A. E. 


*Sir 
Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little Sutton, 
James- 


THE BUILDER 


Houfe (F). QS: Fleetwood Buss & Anns, 4, Verulam- 
bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WCl1: *F. G. Minter, Ltd., 4, 
Bucxingham-gate, SWI, £14 miilion (approx.). 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Conversion of 
Elizabeth House, Highgate, to section house: *R. 
Hart & Sons, £50,674. Police station, 367, Brixton- 
trd., SW9, *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., £188,344; 
internal redecoration at Clapham police station, 
Union-gr., *A. Soden, Ltd., £968; erection of 19 
married quarters at Church-rd., Mitcham, *Kind & 
Co., Ltd., £54,474 

§London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week ended 
February 4:—Bedfordshire: Sharnbrook, Bed- 
ford, erection of 8 houses, *W. T. Ravitt, Ltd., 
Newton-street, Olney, Bucks. Berkshire: AWRE, 
Aldermaston, further work, “Matthew Hall and Co., 
Ltd., Matthew Hall House, Dorset-sq., NWI. 
Devonshire: RNE College, Manadon, Plymouth, stage 
2—erection of superstructure, *Richard Costain, Ltd., 
4, Princess-pl., Notte-st., Plymouth. Hampshire: 
RAE, Farnborough, modifications and additions to 
building Q4, *Lavender McMillan (Contrs.), Ltd., 
54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. 
Kent: HPO, Sevenoaks, extension to sorting office, 
*Stanley Berwick, Cramptons-rd., Sevenoaks. 
London: Avenue/Mansion House TE, EC3, altera- 
tions for third unit, *Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., 225, 
Streatham High-rd., SW16;Shed 4, Kidbrooke Park-rd., 


3, additional Welfare accommodation, *F. G 
Steadman, 140, Main-rd., Sidcup, Kent; Enterprise 
TE, Bowes-rd., Nil, alterations and extensions, 


Rickard Maddern, Ltd., 15, The Vieduct, Sherwood- 
rd., South Harrow, Middx.; 9-18, Maple-pl., 
WI, alterations and additions, *H. Phelps and Son, 
Ltd., 23, Goodge-p!l., W1 Monmouthshire: Victoria- 
st, Cwmbran, extension to UAX, *R. Moon, Ltd., 
13a, Harrow-rd., Newport, Mon. Shropshire: HPO, 
Wellington, alterations and extensions, *Whitchurch 
(Salop) Contrs., Ltd., Castle Hill, Whitchurch. York- 
shire: DSIR, Wassand-st., Hull, extensions to fish 
working laboratory *J. Mather and Son, Ltd., Leads- 
td., Stoneferry, Hull. ; 
Week ended February 11:—Bucks: HPO, h 
Wycombe, alterations and extensions, *Clayton Heath, 
Ltd., Boyne Works, Maidenhead. Hants: RAE, 
Farnborough, extensions te plastic laboratory annexe, 
*Lavender McMillan (Contractors), Ltd., 54, Cheam 
Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. Herts: Hemel 
Hempstead, Post Office supplies depot, *Humphreys, 
Ltd., Knightsbridge, SW7. _Lanarks: PO, TE, Lan- 
caster House, Old Hall-st., Liverpool, internal cleaning 
and decorations, *Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., 24, 
Pembroke-st., Liverpool, 3. London: Robart_House, 
Leytonstone, Ell, internal decorations, *Ford & 
Walton, Ltd., Worton-rd., Stratford, E15. Middx: 
Hendon, erection of Crown building, *A. Fairhead 
& Sons, Ltd., Sydney-rd, Enfield. Surrey: Richmond 
Park, rebuilding section of boundary wall, *Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., 
SWs:;: Kew Gardens, reinstatement of river wall, 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 16, Grosvenor-cres., 
Hyde Park Corner, SW1. Warwicks: IRO, Richmond 
House, Newhall-st., Birmingham, internal cleaning 
and painting, *Whiteman (Decorations), Ltd., 179, 
Gravell-la., Erdington, Birmingham. Worcs: Hewell 
Grange, nr. Bromsgrove, four houses, *G. Harrison 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., 130, Worcester-rd., Droit- 
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wich. Week ended February 18:—Bucks; PO 
Supplies depot, Wolverton, erection of Single-sto; 

butlding, *Betts & Faulkner, Ltd., 31, Hor 
Stoney Stratford, Bucks. Co. Durham: PO ATE. 
Bishopwearmouth, — Sunderland, —_ extension," 4’ 
Matthews & Co. (Sunderland), Ltd., 25, Villers.st 
Sunderland. Essex: Howard Way, Harlow New Town, 
PO Engng. Depot, Stage 1, *S. Cronin & Sons Lid. 
161-163, Warley Hill, Brentwood, Essex, ‘Gla ni 
MLNS New Crown building, Westgate-st., Cardiff 
internal decorations, *Gilmours (Wales), Ltd, Free 
School Court, Bridgend. Hants: Fareham, erection 
of TE, *Warings (Contrs.), Ltd., London-rd., Ports. 
mouth. Herts: Garston, extension of alterations and 
additions to TE, *G. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cranleigh, 
Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., Southall, Middx 
Inverness-shire: PO garage, Portree, extensions anj 
alterations, *G. Brown, Station Point, Mallaig, Inver. 
ness-shire. _ London: Employment Exchange, Spur. 
stowe-ter., E8; new canteen, *A. R. Sheppard, Ltd 
Maybank-rd., S. Woodford, E18. Middx: P¢ 
transport repair depot, Yeading, car park for private 
cars, *Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 231-231a, Yeading. 
ja,. Hayes, Middx. Midlothian: JOB Mansefield-rd 
Musselburgh, erection, *John Cullen (Contrs.), Ltd. 
8, Edinburgh-rd., Musselburgh. Oxon: London-td. 
Headington, erection of ATE, *Lavender McMillan 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester 
Park, Surrey. Yorks: Woodhouse, Sheffield, erection 
of ATE, *R. S. Hutchinson, Ltd., 430, London-rd, 
Sheffield, 2. Week ended February 25:—Angus: 
PO, Smith-st., Dundee, extension to Dundee North 
TE, *John Nicholl & Son, 6, Harcourt-st., Dundee, 
Caerns: MAF & F Experimental Station, Penarth. 


rd., Conway, store, workshop, timber store and 
toilets, *J. W. Owen & Hughes (1947), Ltd, 4, 
Victoria-bldgs., Deganwy, N. Wales. Ches: PO 


ATE, Cross-st., Hyde, erection of ATE, *P. Hamer, 
Ltd., 15, Park-st., Swinton, Manchester. Devon. 
shire: Government Buildings, Aiphington-rd., Exeter, 
extension to Spur 4, *W. nm & Son (Builders), 
Ltd., Bartholomew-st. East, Exeter. Fifeshire: Wood. 
mill-st., Dunfermline, erection of POSO, *John Best 
(Contractors), Ltd., Meldrum-rd., Kirkcaldy. 
Lancs: Minster House, Paradise-st., Liverpool, adap. 
tations to form PO sorting office, *Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Heysham-rd., Aintree, Liverpool, 10, 
London: Somerset House, WC2, alterations to iava- 
tories, *John Greenwood, Ltd., Kine William-st. 
House, EC4; British Museum, extension to Students’ 
Manuscript room, *John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, 
Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1; PO Depot, Studd-st., NI, 
new entrance, etc., from Almeida-st., *J. Willmott & 
Sons (Hornsey), Ltd., 40, Tottenham-la., N8; Edmon- 
ton, N18, erection of TE, *W. E. Chivers & Sons, 
Ltd., Devizes; BPO, Bedford-st., WC2, modernisa- 
tion of lavatory accommodation, *Clemens Bros., 
Ltd., 77, Derby-rd., Forest Gate, E7; Glasshouse 
Yard, EC1, PO Supplies Depot, *A. Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., SW1: PO (London) Tube 
Railway, Paddington, DO, internal redecorations, 
*South London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streatham High- 
rd., SW16. Middx: South Harrow, erection of BPO, 
*J. Willmott & Sons (Hornsey), Ltd., 40, Tottenham- 
la., N8. Midlothian: PO, BPO, Queen-st., Edinburgh, 
prevention of dry rot and alterations, *Thomas 
Graham, Ltd.. 45, Castle-st., Edinburgh, 2. Northum- 
berland: MPNI, Benton Park-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
renewal of felt roofing. “Macartney, Ltd., 13, 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Surrey: Teddington 
Lock, erection of TE, *Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., 
142/4, Cromwell-rd., SW7. Yorks: HPO, Halifax, 
temodelling of public office, *A. Wood, Mitchell & 
Son, Sunnyfield Works, Lowton, Pudsey. 
Week ended March 3:—Berkshire: PO and TE, 
Wokingham, extension of first floor switchroom, 
*E. C. Hughes, Ltd., Albion Works, Wokingham, 
Berks. Cardiganshire: MAF and F, Buarth-rd.. 
Aberystwyth, erection and completion of new VIO 
laboratory, *Isaac Jones (Llanelly), Ltd., Temple 
Works, Furnace, Llanelly. Derbyshire: TE, Spondon. 
alterations and extensions, *J. H. Fryer, Ltd., Great 
Northern-rd., Derby. Devonshire: Hartland, erec- 
tion of District Officer’s bungalow, *W. Bear & 
Son, Rocklea, East-the-Water, Bideford, Devon. 
Dorset: Radio Station, Dorchester, erection of new 
boiler house, *Dorchester Building Guild, Church- 
st., Dorchester. Glamorganshire : Mumbles, 
Swansea, conversion of parcels office to BPO, *Rogers 
& Davies, Humphrey-st. Yard, Swansea. Lancashire: 
HPO, Ormskirk, alterations and extensions, *Worth- 
ingtons (Contrs.), Ltd., 81, Shaw-st., Liverpool; Gas- 
st., Whitworth, Rochdale, erection of UAX, 
Fearnley & Sons (Salford), Ltd., Constance Works, 
Eccles New-rd., Salford, 5. London: Natural History 
Museum, North Block, South Kensington, SW7, 
Phase 2, foundation contract. *¥. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., 6, Bathurst-st.. W2; SDO, Jupp-rd., Stratford, 
E15, construction of garage. *Gray, Conoley & Co.. 
Ltd., 29, Stephenson-st., E16; GPO, West Central 
District Office, WC1. alterations to kitchen, second 
oor, *E. J. Lacy & Co.. Ltd., Steele-rd., NWI0. 
Middlesex: MoW stores, Barry-rd., NW10. internal 
cleaning, *A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbridge- 
rd., 12 Monmouthshire: HPO, Osborne-rd., 
Pontypool, extension to SO and sundry alterations, 
*William Arthur, Ltd., Snatchwood-rd.. Abersychan, 
Pontypool. Northumberland: Home Office storage. 
Saltwick Airfield, Morpeth, internal and_ external 
painting, *Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd.. Collingwood- 
bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Staffordshire: Lonsdell- 
.. Dimsdale. nr. Newcastle, erection of P 
ATE, *M. A. Boswell (Contrs.), ‘‘ Merridale,”’ 124. 
Compton-rd., Wolverhampton. Warwickshire: PO 
factory, Garrison-la., Birmingham, alterations to 
canteen, *David Charles, Ltd., 220, Cooksey-rd., 
Small Heath, Birmingham, 10; Yew Tree-la.. Yardley, 
Birmingham, erection of telegraph delivery office, 
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‘David Charles, Ltd., 220, Cooksey-rd., Small Heath, 
girmingham, 10. Worcestershire: Lion Walk, erec- 
“wn of PO workshop and stores, *Espley & Co., 
iid 71, High.st., Evesham, Worcestershire. 

Week ended March 10:—Lanarkshire: MERL, East 
Kilbride, gatehouse, *Dougall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow- 
4., | arton. Lancs: PO, Woolton-st., Woolton, 
iiverpool, new postal delivery office, *John McGeoch 
Sons, Ltd., Arbour-la., Kirkby, Liverpool. 
aden: Old Public Offices, Whitehall, renovation to 
iwvatories, *Killby & Gayford, Ltd., 87, Worship-st:, 
FC2; Victoria and Albert Museum, alterations to 
North Court, *John Greenwood, Ltd., King William- 
«, House, Arthur-st., EC4. Berks: Coley Park, Read- 
ing adaptations to form canteen in Mansion MAF, 
9, M. Jones & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Bath-rd., 
Maidenhead. Devon: POED, Alexandra-rd., Barn- 
saple, garages and lock-ups and petrol store, *E. G. 
pradiey & Sons, Iron Mills, Braunton, N. Devon. 
Fuex: Westficld Infirmary, Grays, alterations and 
sdditions, *S. Cronin & Sons, Ltd., 161/163, Warley- 
till, Brentwood. Gloucs: HO Fire Training Centre, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, internal and external decorations, 
#4, Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., SW1; 
POED, Crown Works, St. Philips, Bristol, alterations 
for M/T workshops, etc., *H. C. Wakefield & Sons, 
Ld., Merstham-rd., Bristol, 2. Staffs: Dudley-st., 
Brierley Hill, erection of PO ATE, *William Sharratt, 
ltd, Church-la., Wolverhampton; Miltonlee, nr. 
Stoke-on-Trent, erection of PO ATE, *C. Cornes & 
Sons, Ltd., Lichfield-st., Hanley, Staffs. Surrey: TE, 
Croydon, alterations and extensions, *W. R. Oldham, 
Ltd., 240, Perry-hill, Catford, SE6. Sussex: ARDE, 
Langburst, nr. Horsham, canteen, pyrotechnic labora- 
tory and boiler house, *Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 


Tre Druids, Bishopric, Horsham. Westmorland: 
Milnthorpe, erection of UAX, *John Kitchen, 
Lowther-ter., Penrith, Cumberland. Worcs: TOB, 


Whittington-rd., Redhill, external wall painting and 
repairs to rendering, G. Harrison & Son (Builders), 
Lid., 130, Worcester-rd., Droitwich. Yorks: Guis- 
borough, post office, *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd.. Blue 
Bridge-la., York. 

Week ending March 17:—Berkshire: MOS, COD, 
Didcot, erection of carpenters’ shop, *J. Smallbone 
& Sons, Ltd.. Streatley-on-Thames, nr. Reading. 
Devonshire: CG station, Brixham, alterations and 
additions to houses, *Theo. Bouttens & Sons, Ltd., 
4, Shiphay-la., Torquay. Durham: Post Office, 
Mainsforth-ter., West Hartlepool, erection of Post 
Office garage, *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., Osborne-id., 
West Hartlepool. Essex: MPNI, Chesnut-rd., Pitsea, 
extensions and alterations, *Muggleton (Builders), 
$01, Ashington-rd., Rochford, Essex; head Post 
Office, Braintree, alterations and additions, *E. C. P. 
Brand, Mound House Works, Braintree; Telephone 
Exchange, Aveley Estate, South Ockendon, exten- 
sion, *Douglas Grant & Ptnrs., 62. High-st., Horn- 
church. Gloucestershire: POSSO, Cattle Market-rd.. 
Bristol, alterations and additions to form new parcel 
office, *H. C. Wakefield & Sons, Ltd., Merstham-rd., 
Bristol, 2. Lancashire: PO, ATE, Hellfoot-ave., 
Hunts Cross, Liverpool, alterations and extensions. 
*H. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Heysham-rd., Aintree, Liver- 


pool, 10. Leicestershire: Market Deeping, erection 
of UAX, *E. Bowman & Sons, Stamford, Lincs. 
London: Natural History Museum, alterations to 


spirit stores A-H, *Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens- 
end, Woolwich, SE18; Mount Pleasant, Sorting Office, 
FCI, builders’ work in connection with the renewal 
of lift No. 2, *Clemens Bros., Ltd.. 77, Derby-rd., 
Forest Gate, E7; 14, Harrow-st., SE17, alterations 
and additions, *John Greenwood, Ltd., King William- 
st. Ho., Arthur-st., EC4; King Edward Bldg., King 
Edward-st., EC1, reinstatement of window-cleaning 
balconies, *M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Hare- 
don Ho., London-rd., North Cheam, Surrey. 
Somersetshire: PO Radio Station, Backwell, erection 
of new radio laboratory. *J. F. Gamble & Sons 
(NF), Ltd., Priory-rd., Wells. Somerset. Warwick- 
shire: PO, TE, Payton-st., Stratford-on-Avon, ex- 
tension, *Espley & Co., Ltd., 77, High-st., Evesham, 
Worcs. Worcestershire: MOS, RRE, St. Andrews- 
td, Malvern, internal painting, block ‘‘C,’’ *A. 
Bagnall & Sons, Ltd.. Navigation-st., Wolverhamp- 
ton, Yorkshire: ATE, Manchester-rd., Bradford, 
internal decorations, *A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 77, 
Market-pl., Shipley. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended February 4:— 
Roxburghshire: Miscellaneous, *John Crow & 
Sons, Hawick. Shropshire: Sewage disposal plant, 
*Hughes & Lancaster, Ltd., Wrexham.  Stafford- 
shire: Water storage, *Braithwaite & Co., Engineers, 
Ltd, Great Bookham. Surrey: Miscellaneous, *G. 
Bollom & Sons, Ltd., London. Wiltshire: Building 
work, *J. T. Parsons & Son, Ltd., Westbury: *F. 
Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. Yorkshire: Floor- 
ng, *Asphaltic Roadways, Ltd., Darlington: paint- 
img and decorating, *Alfred. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 
Shipley. 

London (War Deot.).—Week ending February 11:— 
Bucks: Miscellaneous, *M. R. J. Ripley, Aylesbury. 
Berks: Wood flooring, *Vigers Bros., Ltd., London. 
Denbighshire: Electrical installation, *Thomas Wood 
& Son (Chester), Ltd., Chester. Hants: Painting, 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. Kent: Road- 
work, *W. H. Bensted & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
Maidstone. 

,, Week ended February 18:—Co. Down: Miscel- 
“neous, *W. M. McMullan & Son, Belfast. Hants: 
Building work, *F. H. Biddiscombe, Trowbridge; 
toofing work, *Gray Conoley & Co., Ltd., London: 
building work, *E. & A. Sprigings, Portsmouth. 
Kent: Miscellaneous, *C. Jenner & Son, Ltd., Folke- 
‘one. Leics: Painting and decorating, *Industrial & 
ative Arts Co., Ltd., Mansfield. Pembs: Road- 
pes *Hussey, Egan & Pickmere, Ltd., Pembroke. 
‘wopshire: Painting and decorating, *Arthur Hogg, 
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(Ltd., Manchester. Sussex: Miscellaneous, *Charles 
T. Pratt, Selsey. Yorks: Painting and decorating, 
*R. H. Birdsall & Son, Knottingley; *S. Moss & Sons, 
Halifax. 

Week ended February 25:—Berks: Painting and 
decorating, *Fields, Ltd., Reading; roadwork, 
*Willlam F. Rees, Ltd., London. Hants: Painting 
and decorating, *Decorative Painting Contractors, 
Ltd., Hounslow. Lancs: Building, *W. W. Kenney, 
Ltd., Liverpool. Lincs: Roadwork, *Fletcher & Co. 
(Contractors), Ltd., Mansfield. Essex: Roadwork, 
*Home Counties Tarmacadam Contracting Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Week ended March 3:—Berks: Waterproofing, 
*W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Ches: 
Miscellaneous, *Thomas Building & Construction Co., 
Ltd., Chester; *W. H. Roberts (Builder & Contractor), 
Ltd., Wallasey. Derbys: Painting and decorating, 
*Industrial & Decorative Arts Co., Ltd., Mansfield, 
Notts. Devon: Building, *Plymouth Co-Operative 
Society, Ltd., Plymouth. Flintshire: Store sheds, 
*Jones Watkin & Sons, Ltd., Bangor. Hants: Paint- 
ing and decorating, *W. T. Pickering & Sons, 


Ltd., Watford. Hants: Painting and decorating, 
*N, , Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury. Northants: 
Alarm _ system, *The Auto-Cell  Co., Ltd., 
London. Pembs: Buisding, *Phelps & Owens, Milford 
Haven. Salop: Building, *Horace Hoskins, Tunstall. 


Surrey: Sports ground, *Kinman (Contractors), Ltd., 
London. Co. Tyrone: Miscellaneous, *McGrath & 
Co. (Coalisland), Ltd., Killen. Wilts: Painting and 
decorating, *Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
Lendon; *Fields, Ltd., Reading. Yorks: Painting and 
decorating, *R. H. Birdsall & Son, Knottingley. 

Week ended March 10:—Devon: Roadwork, O. J. 
Elliott & Co., Ltd., Bristol. Kent: Electrical installa- 
tions, Holliday, Hall & Stinson, Ltd., London. 
London: Building work, Ferris Bros., London; road- 
work, The Unity Asphalt Co. (London), Ltd., 
(London. Midlothian: Roadwork, Mac Asphalting 
Co., Ltd., Paisley. Glamorgan: Miscellaneous, Davies 
& Davies, Cardiff. Somerset: Painting and decorating, 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Exeter. Warwicks: 
Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. 
Yorks: Building work, C. Chapleo & Sons, Leyburn; 
civil engineering, Sangwin, Ltd., Hull. 

Week ended March 17:—Berkshire: Roadwork, 
*Sydney Green & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Henley-on- 
Thames. Cheshire: Painting and decorating, *Reid 
Bros., Carlisle. Cornwall: Miscellaneous, *Rogers & 
Christian, Ltd., Newquay. Devonshire: Miscel- 
laneous, *The Godolphin Co., Ltd., Devonport. 
Co. Durham: Painting and decorating, *F. & J. Pill- 
ing (Bros.), Ltd., Manchester. Essex: Reinforced 
concrete work, *Jas. C. Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., 
Southend-on-Sea. Hampshire: Painting and 
decorating, *Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., 
Hounslow; electrical installation, *Sparks Electrical 
Co., Aldershot. Kent: Heating installation, *K. Hills, 


Canterbury. London: Painting, ‘*South London 
Decorators, Ltd., London. Merioneth: Re-sheeting 
of huts, *Maurice Hill, Ltd., Horndean. Surrey: 


Building work, *F. Kirkham (Croydon), Ltd., Croy- 
don. Sussex: Building work, *Keith Andrew & Co., 
Ltd.. Worthing. Yorkshire: Electrical installation, 
*F. H. Wheeler & Co., Ltd., York. 

Week ended March 24:—Berkshire: Concrete 
work, *Arup & Arup, Ltd., London; miscellaneous, 
*Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd.. Beaconsfield. Dorset: 
Painting, *F. Labbett & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham. 
Hampshire: Hot water supply, *Beaven & Sons, Ltd., 
London; miscellaneous, *Henry Jones & Son (Ports- 
mouth), Ltd.. Southsea. Essex: Miscellaneous, *A. E. 
Flory & Co., Ltd.,. Colchester; road _ work, 
*Mechanised Contractors (London), Ltd., London. 
Lincolnshire: Building work, *Clayton & Thorn- 
hill, Ltd., Gainsborough. London: Miscellaneous, 
*J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., London. Middlesex: Road 
work, *Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Richmond. 
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Wiltshire: Electrical installation, *T. Clarke & Co., 
London; road work, *James & Crockerell, Ltd., 
Durrington, Wilts. Yorkshire: Building work, *H. 
Booth & Son (Builders), Dewsbury. 

London, SE.—Alterations and additions at 180/188, 
High-st., Lewisham, for C. & A. Modes, Ltd. A: 
North & Ptnrs. (F), 40, Broadway, Maidenhead. QS: 
Harold Ridout & Ptnrs.: *Rush & Tompkins, Lid., 
109, Station-rd., Sidcup, £100,000 (approx.). 

London, SE.—S0 flats at The Hall, Blackheath, for 
Bargood Estates, Ltd., Richmond. A: Eric Lyons 
(F), Mill Ho., Bridge-rd., East Molesey: *Wates, 
Ltd., London-rd., SW16, £119,478. 

_ London, WC.—Shop premises with offices above at 
site of old Romano’s Restaurant, 399-401, Strand, 
WC2, for Saxone Shoe Co., Ltd. A: William Clark 
& Ptnrs. (L), 55, Pall Mall, SW1. QS: Cogan & 
Ptnrs., 55, Pall Mall, SW1: *H. Fairweather & Co., 
Ltd., Hyde Works, St. James’s-la., N10, £44,000 
(approx.). 

London, W.1.—Restoration of bombed facades of 
store fronting Oxford-circus and Gt. Castle-st. for 
Peter Robinson, Ltd., with 4,000 cu. ft. salvaged stone 
and new Portland stone supplied by South Western 
Stone Co., Ltd. A: N. Martin (A), Leeds: *Higgs 
& Hill, South Lambeth-rd., SW8, £120,000. 

London, W1.—New office block with shops at 
ground and basement levels and showrooms on first 
floor at 485-504, Oxford-st. for Land Securities In- 
vestment Trust, Ltd., Devonshire Ho., Piccadilly. A: 
Fitzroy Robinson & Hubert H. Bull, 3, Grays Inn- 
sq., WCl. QS: Burley Lane & Ptnrs., F/ARICS, 2, 
Upper Berkeley-st., Wl: *Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons, Ltd., 80, Park-la. 

Manchester.—Works for City C:—77 houses and 
maisonettes at Tipping-st., Ardwick, and 20 houses at 
Palmerston-st., New Cross: *Direct labour (subject 
to MH&LG approval); conversion of Sharston sec. 
mod. sch. into 6-form entry: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Walkden; erection of Wythenshawe College of Further 
Education: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Walkden. 

Morley.—80 dwellings at Low Moor estate for BC: 
*Wm. Airey & Son (Leeds), Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—108 flats and maisonettes at 
Kenton North estate for City C. City A: *Cussins 
(Contrs.), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, £174,672. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—126 flats and maisonettes near 
Hodgkin Park for City C. City A: *Cussins (Contrs.), 
Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, £219,110. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—60 ‘‘ Unity ’’ flats at Walker- 
rd. for City C. City A: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers- 
st., West Hartlepool. 

Newport, Mon.—73 Easiform houses and 14 tradi- 
tional flats at Ringland Top for CBC: *John Laing & 
Son, Ltd., £129,456. 

North Riding.—New Skelton and Brotton cty. mod. 
sch. for EC. A: Hadfield, Cawkwell & Davidson 
(F), High-st., Sheffield. QS: T. Barrett, Sons & 
Ptnrs., 50, Pall Mall, Wl: *R. E. Cryer, Ltd., Salt- 
burn, Yorks, £114,784. 

Norwich.—New Bluebell-rd. sec. mod. boys’ sch., 
for EC: *R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, £125,000. 

Norwich.—95 houses at Heartsease estate for City 
C: tR. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich, £126,906 
(subject to Ministry approval). 

Perth.—102 houses at Letham for BC: *W. Londen 
& Son, Motherwell, £103,290. 

Portsmouth.—Works for City C: 94 houses at West 
Leigh, *Auriol (Builders), Ltd., £117,450; 50 houses, 
*H. E. Collins, Ltd., £62,998; 30 houses at Leigh, 
‘* Reema Construction Co., Ltd., £37,366 (extension 
of contract); 35 flats and maisonettes at St. James’s- 
rd., Southsea, *E. Figgins & Sons, £65,117; 76 
dwellings at King-st., tH. E. Collins, Ltd., Eastern- 
rd., Farlington, £139,459. 

Plymouth.—78 Easiform flats at Lipson estate 
for City C: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, NW7. 

Reading.—Offices at 16/18, Friar-st. and 2/4, 
Station-rd. for Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd. QS: 
J. Pritchard Williams & Hunt: *Rush & Tompkins, 
Lid., 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, £262,236. 

Reading.—Works for CBC at St. Michael’s estate: 
50 houses, tOrchard & Peer (London), Ltd., 32. 
Leopold-rd., SW19, £73,100; 16 houses and garages, 
tOrchard & Peer (London), Ltd., £28,505; 76 houses 
and 14 garages, {Wates, Ltd., 1.258, London-rd., 
SW16, £110,991. 

Redcar.—Mod. sch. for North Riding of Yorks EC. 
A: D. Clarke-Hall (F), 6, Mason’s-yard, Duke-t., 
SWI. QS: Davis, Belfield & Everest, Ashley-pl., SW1 
*Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £109,493. 

Richmond, Yorks.—76 houses with roads and 
sewers at Cutpurse-la. for TC. Boro’ E: A. Ander- 
son: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisie. 

Rotherham.—Erection of Roughwood Prim. Sch. 
for CBC. Boro’ E: E. J. Manson, Rotherham. QS: 
Hy. Vale & Sons, Ltd., Wolverhampton: *C. Earn- 
shaw (Rotherham), Ltd., Gilberthorpe-st., Rotherham, 
£97,484. 

Salford.—Erection of Hope Hall Sec. Mod. Sch., 
Eccles Old-rd., for EC: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, £145,422. 

Scunthorpe.—Dwellings at Riddings estate for BC: 
44 and 8 garages, tH. N. Slingsby, 22, Granville- 
ave., Old Brimby, £65,054; 8, tClark & Cook, E 
Butterwick. £68,320; 30, {W. & J. Sims, 52. Moor- 
well-rd., Yaddlethorpe, £42,500; 26, tDunn & Sons. 
lla, Messingham-rd., £37.260: 22, tHornbuckle & 
Mitchell, £31,140; 34, tG. E. Sargentson & Son, 
North-st., Crowle, £49,060. 
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Slough.—New factory for St. Helens Cable & Slough: Geo. Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., £56,733; W. J. Swansea.—Prim. sch. at Bonymen for CBC. 4: 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Trading Estate, Slough. Chief E: Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., £55,600; Francis Jack- A. T. Wykes (F), AMTPI. QS: W. T. Hills & Co. 
V.F. Warr. QS: Eastman Ptnrs., 21, The Grove, son Contractors, Ltd., £55,600; Wilson Lovatt & Swansea: }Davies, Middleton & Davies, Lig. Cant 

— = Sons, Ltd., £52,459; H. Tyson Chambers, Ltd., philly-rd., Cardiff, £110,675. = 














= £50,920; *W. Hartley & Sons (Wexham), Ltd., Tynemouth.—Erection of St. Cuthbert’s RC « 
£50,211. mod. sch. A: Robert Burke (L), Lambton-rd, New 
Southwark.—39 houses and 87 flats and maisonettes _castle-on-Tyne: *R. Bowey & Son, 34, Great North. 
at —— for MBC: rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £108,208. : 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd. os oe ee ADS Walsall.—124 houses at Mossley estate f ; 
M. J. Gleeson (Contrs.), Ltd. . .. 254,682 *F. A, & H. Taylor, Croxtall-rd., Bloxwich, £17538 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd... a +» aaa kol w . ite aay 
poe nee elwyn.—Factory and office block for Lino, 
William Willett, Ltd. es ~ .. 251,303 El d : - incol; 
ectric Co., Ltd. A: Ronald Ward & Ptn : 

Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. se ae .. 248,649 eal eee SWI: *Tayl : hrs. (F), 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. -s a» S@a6}935 » Lowndes-st., SWI: "Taylor Woodrow Construc. 


*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Lid. ‘. :. 240,741 ‘tion, Ltd., 10, Park-st., WI. 

South Shields.—Second stage of new marine and Pc _—-/ oe © 53 cight-storey flats, 
technical college for EC. A: Meade Taylor & Wilson 4! a i = 1 houses rod Hermit-rd,, 
(A), 17, Sheffield-ter., Campden Hill, W8: *Hender- fanning Town for CBC. | Boro’ A: *W. J. Jerram, 
son Bros., Smith-st., Tyne Dock, South Shields, td., Sandford-rd., . £364,317. 
£250,262. _ Weston-super-Mare.—Dwellings at Oldmixon estate 

South Shields.—88 houses at Whiteleas for TC. (Site No. 1) for BC. A: R. H. Gallannaugh, 54, 


ee : ie Queen Anne-st., Wl. QS: Allsebrook, Horsley ¢ , 

a ee is is, Fs Wood, Bristol. 30 houses and 54 flats: *Carwill Con rol. 
a sgt : struction Co., Ltd., 1, Corondale-rd., Locking-rd 

South Shields.—New Mortimer cty. sec. sch. for East, Weston-super-M re, £115,956; 40 houses and } 

EC. A: T. A. Page, Son & Hill (F), 75, King-st., flats; *James Moseley, Ltd., Florence-gr,, Weston: 

South Shields. Constg. engrs.: Cairns & Byles, super-Mare, £94,060. 

Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Carruthers & Son, Woolwi : 14 h : I 

Heugh-ter., South Shields, £312,828. oolwich.—74 houses at Lord Warwickest. for 


IBC: *Di 1 eoes sr. COL 

Stafford.—Works for TC at Highfields estate:—82 — segeeomncidvapes _ OTL 

dwellings, *William Whittington, Ltd., £122,001; 30 ,,,Woreester.—30 houses and 72 flats at Warndon for | wi: B 

flats, *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £48,320. — Ltd., £153,873 (subject to Ministry \TTLE 
= al Vv. le 


Stirlingshire.—90 houses at Sauchie housing de- . 
velopment. A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston- Wortley.—72 houses at St. Michael S<cres., Eccles. Wall 
pl., Edinburgh. Principal contractors, *Conoboy & field, for RDC. E&S: Arthur Wikeley: *R. C. Brind- J 4OUSt 
O’Brien, Ltd., 206. Wallace-st., Stirling. ley & Co., Ltd., Birdwell, nr. Barnsley. SEX: B 


. te Yorks (E. Riding).—New prison buildinzs at Ever- 
one ee oa - ao he thorpe Hall, North Cave, for Prison Commissioners 








£105,756, *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York, £400,000, ORRES 
Sunderland.—Farringdon Jun. amd Infts.’ Sch. for HE Ff 
q EC. Boro’ A. QS: Hall & Stafford, Sunniside-chbrs., PAUL’ 


West Sunniside, Sunderland: “Tate & Holmes, Lid. BRRQAD-ACHESON |. 
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